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H A P. I. 



A brief Account of the Death of John 
Calas. 



THE murder of John Calar., commit- 
ted at Touloufe with the fword of 
jufticc, the gih of March 1762, is 
an event, which, on account of its fmgularity, 
calls for the attention of the prefcnt age, 
and that of poftcrity. Wc foon forget the 
croud of vi£liai8 who have fallen in the courfc 
•f innumerable battles, not only bccaufe this is 
U a dciliny 



2 Treatise upon Toleration*. 
a dcftiny inevitably conncftcd with a life of 
warfare, but becaufe thofe who thus fall might 
alfo have given death to their cnemieF, and did 
not lofe their lives till after having firft flood in 
their own defence. Where the danger and the 
advantage are equal, our wonder ceafes, 
and even pity itfelfis in fomc meafurc Icflcn- 
cd ; but where the father of an innocent fami- 
ly is delivered up to the fword of error, preju- 
dice, or enthufiaiin, where the accufed perfon 
has no other defence but his confcious virtue ; 
where the arbiters of his dcfliny have nothing to 
hazard in putting him to death, but the having 
^^ #AieWiSfe!Vi5^ ^hcr ^g m ay muycr 

^oi^mWfmYr^ the mma^i^iithi 

procefs ; then every one is ready to cry out, 
every one brings the cafe home to himfelf, and 
fees wiih fear and trembling, that no perfon's 
life is in fafety in a court crcAed to watch over 
the lives of the fubjc£t> the public unite in 
demanding vengeance. 

In this ftrange affair, we find religion, felf-mur- 
derand parricide blended. The object of enquiry 
was, whether a father and a mother had mur- 
dered their own fon with a view to pleafe God, 
and whether a brother bad murdered his bro- 
iicr, or z friend bis friend | or whether the 
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jadges had to reproach themftlvcs with having 
publickly executed an innocent father, or with 
having acquitted a guilty mother, brother, and 

friend* 

John Calas, a perfon of fixty-efght years of 
age, had followed the profeffion of a merchant 
at Touloufe for upwar^ls of forty years,and had 
always borne the charaAer of a tender parent in 
his family and neighbourhood : he was himfelf 
by religion a proteftant, as was alfo his wife, 
and all bis children, one fon only excepted, 
who had abjured herefy, and to whom the fa- 
ther allowed a fmall annuity ; indeed, the good 
man appeared fo far from being infe£^d with 
that abfurd zeal, which deftroys the bands of 
fociety, that he even approved of the converfion 
of his fon Lewis Calas : he liad for above thirty 
years kept in hishoufe a maid fervant, who vi^as 
a zealous catholic, and who had brought up 
all his children. 

Another of his fons, whofe name was Mark 
Anthony, was a man of letters, but, at the fame 
time, of a reftlefs, gloomy, and impetuous dif- 
pofition. This young man finding, that he 
had no profped of getting into bufinefs as a 
merchant, for which indeed he was \tT^ utv^x.^ 
B 2 TVOl 
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nor of being admitted to the bar as a lawyer, as 
not being able to obtain the requifite certificates 
of bis being a catholic, refolvcd to lay violent 
hands upon himCcir, and gave fomc intimation 
of his defign to one of his friends : in order to 
confirm himfelf in the rcfolution he had form« 
ed, he carefully collected every thing that had 
been written upon the fubjedt of fuicide, all 
which be read with great attention > at length, 
one day having loft all his money at play, he 
chofe that as a moll proper opportunity for 
putting his dcfign in execution. Oae Lavaifle, 
a young man of nineteen years of age, the fon 
of a lawyer in great repute at Touloufe, and 
who was eftcemed by every one who knew 
him, happened to come from.Bourdcaux the 
evening before • ; when he went by chance to 
fup with the Calas family at their houfc, being 
an acjquaintance of that family*fi, and of Mark 
Anthony Calas in particular. OIJ Caiaf, his 
wife, Mark Anthony their cl Jcft fon, and Peter 
their fccond fon, fuppeJ all together that even- 
ing i after fuppcr was over, they retired into ano- 
ther room, when Mai k Anthony fuddcniydifap. 
peared. After fomc time, young Lavaifle took his 



• 12 OOober, 1761. • 

leave 
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leave, and Peter Calas| accompanied him down 
flairs ; when they came to the warehoufe ihcy 
fawMark Anthony hanging in his (birt behind 
the door, and his, coat and waiftcoat folded up 
and laid upon the counter ; his (hirt was not 
in the lead rumpled, nor his hair, which he had 
drefled that day, in any wife difordered ; there 
was no wound upon his body, nor any other 
mark of violence %, 

We (hall not here enter into all the minute 
circumftancfs with which the lawyers have fil- 
led their briefs ;. nor (hall we attempt to dcfcribs 
the grief and diftra£tion of the unhappy pa- 
tents; theic cries were heard by the whole 
neighbourhood, Lavai(re and Peter Calas, al* 
moft befide themfelves, ran, the one to fetch a 
furgeon, and the other an officer of juftice. 
While they were thus employed, and old Calas 
and his wife in all the agonies of grief, the peo» 
pie of the tbv/n gathered in crouds about the 
houfe: The Toulouftans areafuperftitious and 

J After the body was carried to the town-houfe 
indeed, there was found a little (cratch upon the 
end of the nofe, and a fmall black and blue fpot 
upon the breaft ; but thefe wevc probably occa- 
fioned by fomc carclefTnefs in removing the corpfe. 
B 3 head- 
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he.il-flrongpeopl'.*, and look upon every onr, 
even their own rtlaiioiis, who are not of the 
f^mc religion of themfclvef, as monflers and 
ohjc<5ls of detcftation. It was at Touloufc that 
a folemn thankfgiving was ordered for the death 
of Henry III. and that the inhabitants took an 
caih to murder the fuflperfon who (hould pro* 
\H}(e to acknowledge that great and good prince 
Henry IV. for their fovcrcign;,* and this fame 
city ftill continues to foiemnize, by an annual 
proceiEon, illuminations, and bonfires, the day 
in which about two hundred years ago, it or* 
dercd the mafllicre of four thoufand of its citi« 
zens for being heretics. In vain has the coun* 
cii ilfuedfix arrets, prohibiting the keeping this 
deteftjibleanniverfary, the Touioufiansftill con- 
tinuing; to celebrate it as a high feftival. 



•to" 



Some one among the mob, a greater enthufiaft 
than the reft, cried out, thjt John Calas him- 
fclf bad hanged his Ton ; this cry became in an 
sikftant unanimous: fome perfons taking occa« 
fion to obferve, that the deccafcd was to have 
made his abjuration at the next day, and that 
his own family and young LavaKFr had mur« 
drred him, out of the hatred they bore to the 
catholic religion, no fooner was this o-.i- 
nwn broached, ibm Ic was fully believed by 
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every one ; and the whole town was perfuaded, 
that it is one of the articles of theproCeftantre- 
llgipn, for a father or mother to murder their 
own fon, if he attempts to fhew any inclination 
to change his fath. 

When the minds of the populace are once 
put into a ferment, they are not eafilyappea'ed ; 
it was now imagined,, that all the proteftanta 
of Languedoc had aflemMed together the pre- 
ceding night, and had chofen by a plurality of 
voices, one of their feet for an executioner ; 
that the choice had fallen upon LavaiiTe ; that 
this young man had, in Icfs than four and 
twenty, hours, received the news of his elec- 
tion, and bad come from Bourdeaux to affiS: 
John Calas, his wife, and their 'fon Peter, to 
murder a fon, a biother, and a friend. 

The ficur David, capitoul of Touloufc, infli- 
gated by thofe rumours,, and being delirous to 
make himfelf be taken notice of, by the ready 
execution of his office, took a ftep contrary to 
all the eftablHhed rules and ordinances, by or- 
dering the Calas family, together with their 
catholic maid fervant'and Lavaifle, to be put in 
irons. 

3 4 K\.t.\ 
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After this a monicary was ptjblilhcci, which 
was 'as erroneous ai the former flc|). Nay, 
matters were earned dill farther; Mark An- 
thony Calas had certainly died a Calvinift, and 
as ruch> i^ he had bid violent hands upon him- 
fclf, h's body ouglit to have been d ag;;cd upon 
a hurdle ; whereas it wai interred with the grca- 
tcft funeral pomp in the clmrch of St. Stephen, 
notwithflanding the curate entered his protcft 
againft this profanation ofholy ground* 

There are in Languedoc four orders of penl* 
tentiaries, the white, the blue, the grey, and 
the black, who wear a long capuchin or hood,^ 
having a mafli of cloth falling down over the 
face, in which are two holes for the fights 
Thcfe orders wanted the duke of Fitz- James 
to become .one of their body, but he refufed 
them. On the prefent occafion the white pcni- 
tentiaires performed a folcmn ferviec for Mark 
Anthony Calae as for a martyr ; nor was the 
feftival of a real martyr ever celebrated with 
greater pomp by any church : but then th's 
pomp was truly terril)le. Beneath a magnifi* 
cent canopy was placed a (kcleton, which was 
made to move by fprings ; this flcelet€>n wa» to 
rrprcfcnt Mark Anthpny Calas, holding in one 
band a branch of palm, and, in the other, the 

pen 
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pen with which he was to fign his abjuration 
of herefy ; or rather, as the ft quel proved, the 
(feath- warrant of his father. 

And now nothing more remained to be done 
for this wretch who had been his own murderer 
but the office of canonization j the people, al- 
ready to a man, loolced upon him as a faint, fome 
invoiced htm, fome went to pray at his tomb, 
ibme befought him to work miracles, while 
others gravely recounted thofe he had already 
performed ; a monk, pulled out one or two of 
his teeth, in order to have fome lading relics ; aa 
old woman, more pious than the reft, but un* 
happily uoubled with a deiafneis, declared, that 
(be had heard the found of bells very plain at his 
interment; and a prieft was cured of an apo- 
ple&ic fit, after taking a ftout emetic: verbal 
procefles were drawn up of thefe ftupendious 
Biracles ; and the author of this account has in 
Us pofleffion an affidavit, to prove,that a young 
manof Touloufe,had his brain turned, on having 
pcayed (cveral nights fucceffively at the tomt> 
of the new fiiint, without having been able to- 
obuiitthe miracle be requefted of him.^ 

B $ Among 
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Among the order of the white penitentiaries 
therfe were fome magiftrates ofjufticc; the death 
of John Calas feemcd then inevitable. 

But what more particularly haftned bis fate, 
waj the approach of that Angular ftftivar, 
which, as I have already obfcrved, the Toulou- 
fians celebrate every year, in commemoration 
of the maflTacre of four thoufand Hugonots ; 
the year 1762, happenened to be the annum ft- 
culare of this execrable deed. I'he inhabi- 
tants were bufied in making preparations for 
the folemnity ; this circumttancc added frefli 
fuel to the heated imagination of the populace : 
every one cried out, that a fcafFoId for executing 
the Calas family upon, would be one of the 
greateft ornaments of the ceremony ; and that 
heaven iifcif fcemed to have brought them tht- 
ther as vi£lims, to be facrificed to our holy re- 
ligion. Twenty pcifuns were car wicnefles 
to thefe fpecchef, and 10 others ftill more 

' outrageous. And this, in the prcfent age ! this 
at a lime when philofophy has made fo great a 
progrefs! and ^hile the pens of an hundred 
academies are employed in inculcating huma- 
nity and gentlcncfs of manners ! It (hould 

/tern, chat cnthufiafw^ enrage* at the late 
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fucccfs of reafon, fought unJer her flandard 
with redoubled fury. 

Thirteen judges met every day, to try 
this caufc : they had not, they could not, have 
any proof aga»nft this unhappy family ; but 
miftaken zeal held the place of proofs. Six of 
the judges continued a longtime obftinate, be- 
ing refolyed to fcntence John Calas^ his fon, 
and LavaifTe, to be broke upon the whel, ami 
his wife to be burnt at the ftake ; the other 
feven judges, rather more moderate, were at 
leafl for having. the accufed examined ; the de- 
bates were frequent and long. One of the 
judges, convinced in his mind of the innocence 
of the parties, and of the impoffibility of the 
crime laid to their charge, fpokc warmly in their 
favour ; he oppofed the zeal of humanity to 
that of cruelty, and openly pleaded the caufe 
of the Calas family in all the houfes ofTouloufe 
where mifguided religion demanded with inccf- 
fant cries theblood of thefe unfortunate wretches* 
Another judge, well known for his violence 
and feverity, went about the town, raving with. 
as much fury againft the accuied, as his bro- 
ther had been earneft in defending them. In 
ibovty the contcft became fo warm, that both 
B 6 wc:e 
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were obliged to enter protcfts againft each other'* 
proceedings, and retire into the country. 

But by a (Irange fataliry, the judge who had 
been on the favourable fide, had the delicacy to 
perfifl in his exceptions, and the other returned 
back to give his vote againft thofe on whom he 
could no longer fit as jud^e ; and it was his fingle 
vote which carried the fentence of being broke 
upon the wheel againft them, there being eight 
voices againft five, one of the fix merciful 
judges being at hft, after much conteftationy 
brought over to the rigorous fide. 

In my opinion, in cafes of parricide, aitd 
where the mafter of a family is to be devoted to 
the moft dreadful punifhment, the fentence 
ought to be unanimous ; inafmuch, as the 
proofsof fo unparalleled of * a crime, oughtto be 



* I know of but two inftancei in hiftory of ft* 
then having murdered their children on the fcore 
of religion ; the hrH is the father of St. Barbara^ 
at (he is called ; it (cems he had ordered two win- 
dows to be made in hb bathing-room. St. Barbara 
in his abfence, took it into her head to make a third 
ifl hooour of the holy trinity : (he alfo with the end 
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proved, in fucb a manner, as to fatisfy all the 
world j and the lead Qizdow of a doubt in a 
cafe of this nature,, (hould be fufficient to make 
the judge tremble, who is about to pafs fentence 
of death. The weaknefs of our reafon, and the 
infufficiency of our laws, become every day 
more obvious ; but furcly, there cannot be a 



of her finger made the fign of the crofs upon the 
marble pillars ; which remained deeply imp re fled, 
thereon : her father, in. a violent fury to have 
his room thus marked> runs after her with his 
fword in his hand with an intention to kill her ;. 
fhe flies towards a mountain, which very com- 
plaifantly opens upon her approach to give her a 
paflage. Her father finds himfelf obliged to go^ 
round about, and at length gets hold of his fugitive 
daughter, whom he flrips and prepares to fcoorge ;^ 
but God envelopes her with a white cloud ; how*^ 
ever, after all, her father cauied ^er head to be 
finick off. This is the ftory, as we find it related 
. in the book called, TJbe Fiotuer of Saints. 

The fecond inflancc is of prince Hermenegildns^ 
who raifed a rebellion againft the king his father,, 
and gave him battle in the year 584^ but was him- 
felf defeated and flainby one of his father's gene- 
rals : however, he has been placed among the 
niaxtyrsjt becaufe his father was an Ax\asu. 
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greater example of this deficiency, than tb 
one fingle calling vote fliould be fufficienc 
conJcoin a fellow citizen to be broke alive U| 
on the wheel: the Athenians required at lea 
fifty voices, over and above the one half of tl 
judges, before they would dare to pronoum 
fcntcncc of death ; t^ut to what does all th 
ten'i? Why to what wc know^ but make vei 
littl'j ufe of, that ihe CJrccks were wifcr/ii 
ni';re humane than ourfelves. 

It appeared altogether i mpofllble that John C 
la^, who was an old manof fLXty-eight,and had 
l('n'; while been troubleJ with a fwclling ai 
wciikncfs in hisle^'B, fhould havebeen able by hin 
fc! f to have maftered his fon and hanged him» wt 
v/'ibn flout young fellow of ei^ht and twenty^ at 
more than commonly robu (I ^ therefore hcmu 
abfolualy have been affiflcJ in this a6t by fa 
wife, his other fon Pcier Calas, LavaifTc, ar 
by the fcrvam maid, ani th^iy had been togi 
thcr the whole night of this fatal adventur 
I'ut this fuppofition is altogether as abfurd as tl 
other; for can any otic believe, that a fc 
V2tu^ who W4S a zealous catholic, would hat 
perr;.i(tc«i thofc whom flie looked upon as her 
tics, tj murder a young man v/l;om (lie be 
/c\fh:i'j b/oujht up, <yr hivaitachxcnt toar 
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Iigion that (he hcrfcif was devoted to ? That 
Lavaifle would have come puipofel^r from Bour- 
deaax to aflBft in hanging his friend, wbofe 
pretended converiion he knew nothing of; or, 
that an affectionate mother would have join* 
ed in laying violent hands upon her own fon ? 
And laftlf, how could they all together haye 
been able to flrangle a young man ftronger than 
them all, without a long and violent flruggle, 
or without his making fuch a noife as muft hav^ 
been heard by the whole neighbourhood, with- 
out repeated blows pa(Eng between them^ with- 
out any marks of violence, or without any of 
their doatbs being in the leaft difordered ! 

It was evident, that if this murder could in 
the nature of things have been committed, the 
accu&d peribns were all of them equally guilty, 
becaufe they did not quit each other's company 
an ioftant the whole night ; but then it was 
equally evident that they were not guilty, and 
that the father alone could not be fo, and yef, 
by thcfentenccof the judges, the father aloce 
was condemned to ftiffer« 

The motive upon which this ftntence was 
pafled, was at unaccountable as all the reft of 
the proceeding. Thofc judges ytVvo \v?A ^\h^tv 
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their opinion for ebe execucicn of John Calaf^ 
perftiaJed (be otherf , ihat thi« p)or old tmn, 
unable to fupporr (be (ormcntn, would, when 
upon (he wheel, make a full confeflion of hif 
own guilt, and (bat of hli accomplices: but 
how wretchedly were they confounded, when 
yielding up hii breach upon (bat inftrument of 
execution, he called God a« a wimeftf of bit 
innoccncCf and befougb( him to forgive bii 
judgcf I 

They were afterwardi obliged to paTf a Se- 
cond decree, which concradidled the firtt^ name- 
ly, to (at at liberty th*; mo(her, her fon Peter, 
young L^vsiifTe, and the maid fcrvant ; but one 
of the counfeltori having m^ide (hem fenfible 
that (hif Utter decree contrndiAed (he other, ind 
that they condemned tbemfelvet, inafmucb, af 
it having been proved (hit all (he zccultd par- 
tiei had been conftantly togc(ber during the 
whole time the murder wai fuppofed to be com* 
mitted, the fctting at liberty the furvivora was 
an inconteflibte proof of the innocence of the 
ma(tcr of the fumily whom they had ordered lo 
be executed ; upon iliii, it was determined ta 
bani(h Peter Calaa the Ton, which waa an nSt a» 
ill-(;roundcd and abfurd ai any of (he reft ^ fyf 
Jitter Ca/a) i^aa either s^'vU) oi tioi guilty of 
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the murder : if he was guilty, he ought to have 
fuflfered in the fame manner as his father i if he 
was innocent, there was no reafon for banlfli- 
ing him. But the judges, frightened with the 
fufferings of the father, and with that affe£l- 
ing piety with which he had rcfigned hislife^* 
• thought to preferve their charaAers by making 
people believe, that they (hewed mercy to 
the fon ; as if this was not a. new degree of 
prevarication, and that, thinking no bad confe-* 
fequcncei could arife from banifhing this young 
man, who was poor and deftitute of friends, 
was not a very great additional aft of injufiice, 
after that which they had been already fo un- 
fortunate to commit. 

They now began to go to work with Peter 
Calas in his confinement, threatening to treat 
him as they had done his father, if he would 
not abjure his religion. This the young man 
has declared upon oath, as follows: 

** A Dominican friar came to me to my cell, 
" and threatened me with the fame kind of 
" death if I did not abjure ; this latteft before 
^* God this 23d day of July, 1762." 

Peter Calas. 



K^ 
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As Peter was going out of the town, he was 
met by one of the abbe's with a converting 
fpirit, who made him return back to Touloufe^ 
where he was (hut up in a convent of Domini- 
cans, and there compelled ro perform all the 
fun^ions of a convert to the catholic religion : 
this was in part what his perfecutors aimed at^ 
it was the price of his fathei's blood, and due 
attonemcnt now feemcd to be made to the reli- 
gion, of which they looked upon themfelves as 
the avengers. 

The daughters were next taken from their 
mother, and (hut up in a convent. This un- 
happy woman, who had been, as it were, 
fprinkled with the blood of her hufband, who 
bad held her eldeft fon Hfelefs within her arms, 
had feen the other baniibed, her daughters taken 
from her, herfcif ftript of her efFefts an<l l«^ft 
alone in the wide world deftitute of bread, and 
bereft of hopes, was almoft weighed downtothc 
the grave with the exccfs of her misfortune?. 
Some certain perfons who had maturely weigh- 
ed all the circumftanccs of this horiible adven* 
turc, were fo ftruck with them, that they prcfled 
Mrs. Cal s, who now led a life of retirement 
and folitudc, to exert h-. rfelf, and go and de- 
mand juftice at the foot of the throne. At this 

time 
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iime fh; was fcarcely able to drag about the 
remains of a miferable lil'e; befides, having 
been born in England, and brought over to a 
diftant province in Fr;.ncc when very young, 
the very name of the city of Paris frfghtcncd 
her. She iniaglned, that in the capital of tiie 
kingdom, they muft be flill more cruel than at 
Touloufe : at length, however, the duty of re- 
venging the death of her hulband, got the bet- 
ter of her weaknefs. She fet out for Paris, 
arrived there half dead ; and was furprifed to 
find berfelf received with tendernefs, fympatby, 
and offers of afliftance* 

At Paris reafon always triumphs over en- 
thudafm, however great ; whereas in the more 
diftant provinces of the kingdom, enthufufni 
almoft always triumphs over reafon* 

Mr, Dc Beaumont^ a famous lawyer of the 
parliament of Paris, immediately took her caufe 
in hand, and drew up an opinion, which was 
figned by fil'teen other lawyers.. Mr. Loifeau, 
equally famous for his eloquence, likewifc 
d.cw up a memorial in favour of this unhappy 
family i and Mr. Mariette, folicitor to the 
councilj^ drew up a formal ftate of the cafe, 
which (I rude every one who read it with con« 

viclion. 

The^e 



20 Treatise upon Toleration. 

Thcfe three noble defenders of the laws and 
of innocence, made the widow a prefent of >ll 
the profits arifing from the publication of thefe 
pieces * ; which filled not only Paris but all 
Europe with pity for this unfortunate woman; 
and every one cried aloud for juftice to be done 
her. In a word, the public pafied fentence on 
this affair, long before it was determined by the 
council. 

The foft infoftion made its way even to 
the cabinet, notwithftanding the continual 
round of bufineffl, which often excludes pitjs 
and the conftant habitude of beholding mifera- 
ble objedts, which too frequently fteels the heart 
of the ftatefman againft the cries of diftrefi. 
The daughters were reftored to their difconlb* 
late mother, and all three in deep mourning. 



* It is neceflary for the Englifh reader to under- 
flandy that in Paris it is cullomary for the great 
lawyers or coanfellors employed in any remark- 
able cafe, to publifli their pleadings on each fide. 
On this occafion however, our author obferves» 
** That thefe publications were pirated in feveral 
" towns, by which Mrs. Calas loft the advantage 
<< that was intended her by this adk of gene- 
" roiity.'* 

and 
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and bathed in tears, drew a fy mpathetic flood 
from the eyes of their judges before whom they 
proftrated themfelves in thankful acknow- 
ledgements. 

Nevertbelefs, this family had ftill fome ene- 
mies to encounter ; for it is to be confidered, 
that this was an affair of religion. Several per- 
fons, whom, in France we call devots *y de- 
clared publicly) that it was much better to fuf- 
fer an old cdvinifi, though innocent, to be 
broken alive upon the wheel, than to.expofc 
eight counfellors. of Languedoc to the mortifica- 
tion of being obliged to own, that they had 
been miftaken: nay, thefe people made ufe of 
this very expreflion; ** That there were more 
<* magiftrates thanCalas's :" by which itlhould 
feem thiey inferred, that the Calas family 
ought to be facrificed to the honour of the ma- 
giftracy. Alas ! they nevei: reflc<aed, that the 

* Di'vot^ or as ve call i( in EogUfli dtvotte^ comes 
from the Latin word denjotm^ The dt'viai of an« 
tient Rome were fuch pcrfons who devoted them- 
felves to death for the fafety or good of the repub- 
lic ; as the Cuftii and Depii. 

honour 
I 
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honour of a judge, like that of another man, 
confifts in making reparation for the faults be 
may have committed. 

In France no one bclievei that the pope, even 
when aflifted by hit cardinals, is infallible: 
ought they then to have believed that eight 
judges of Toubufc were fo? Every fenfible and 
difintcrcfted perfon did without fcruple declare, 
thatthedecreeofthe court of jufticeofTouloufe, 
would be looked upon at void by all Europe, 
even though particular confidecations might 
prevent it from being declared fo by the 
council. 

Such was the ftate of this furpnTing affair, 
when it occafioncd certain impartial, but fenfi- 
hlc pcrfonr , to form the defign of laying before 
the public a few rtflcflions upon toleration, in- 
dulgence, and commifcracion, which the abbe 
Houtcvillein his bombaftic and declamatory 
work, which is falfe in all the fadls, calls a Mcn- 
flrous do£lrini^ but which reafon calls the portion 
of human nature. 

Either the judges of Touloufe, carried away 
by popular enthufiafm, caufcd the innocent ma- 
tter of a family to be put to a painful and igno- 
minious 
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mlnious death, a thing which is without exam- 
ple; or this mafter of a^family and his wife 
murdered their eldeft fon, with the affiftance of 
another fon and a friend, which is altogether 
out of nature. In either cafe, the moft holy of 
all religions has been perverted to the produc- 
tion of an enormous crime. It is therefore the 
intcreft of mankind to examine how far charity 
or cruelty is confident with true religion. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 
Confequencet of theExecution of John Calai« 

IF the order of White Penitentiarief had been 
thecaufe of the punifliment of an innocent 
perfon, and of the utter ruin and difperiion of 
a whole family^ and of branding them with 
that ignominy which ii annexed to thofe who 
fufferf when it ought properly to fall only upon 
thofe who pafs an unjuft fentence } if the fran- 
tic hurry of thefe penitentiaries in celebrating 
as a fainti one whom they ought to have trea^d 
Uh a fcif murderer, brought a virtuous, an in- 
nocent fellow citizen to the fcafFold ; furely, 
this fatal miilake ought to make them true pe- 
nitents for the reft of their lives i and both 
them and the judges ought to have their eyes 
continually filled with tears, without wearing 
a white cloak, or a maflc on their face to bide 
thofe tears. We have a proper refpe^ for all 
religious orders ; they are edifying j but will 
all the good they have ever been able to do 
the flate, compenfatc for the (hocking difafter 
of which they had been the caufe? Their jnfti. 
Cution feema to have been the work of that 

seal 
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sal which animates the catholics of Languedoc 
againft thofe we call Hugonots. One woulvi be 
tempted to imagine, that they had made a vow 
to hate their brethren s and that, tho'men have 
religion enough to hate and perfecute, they have 
not to love and cherifli each other. But what 
wouldbc the cafe, if thefeorders were governed by 
enthufiafiic fiiperiors,as were certain congrega- 
tions, among whum, to ufe the words of one 
of our moft eloquent and learned magiiirates, 
the cuftom of feeing vifions was reduced into an 
art and fyilcm ? Or, that their convents had in 
them thofe dark rooms, called meditation rooms, 
which were filled with pj£lures of frightful 
devils, armed with long horns and talons, flam- 
ing gulphs, crofles, and daggers, with the holy 
name of Jefus in a fcroll over them ? Edifying 
fpc£iacles,doubtlefs, for eyes already blindeil 
with fanaticifm, arid for imaginations no lefs 
filled with roiftakcn zeal, than with abjedl fub« 
miflion to the will of their direfiors ! 

There have been times, and we know it but 
too well, in which religious orders have been 
dangerous to the ftaie. l^he Frerots and the 
Flagellants have excited troubles in the king- 
dom. The league owed its origin to fuch af- 
C fociations. 
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fociationi. But whercfoic fliould any fet of 
men (husdiftingutfli themrdves from the reft of 
their fellow- citizens ? Is k that they Ibmk 
themfelves more perfeft ? If fo, it is ofier- 
'ing an infult to the reft of the community : or 
are they defirous that every cbriftian (bould be- 
come a member of their (btiety ? Truly, it 
would be a curious fight to fee all the inhjbi- 
tand of Europe in long hoods and mafks, with 
t»^o little round holes to peep through ! Or, 
laflly, do they ferioufly think, that this drefs 
is more acceptable to God than the coats 
and waiftcoats we ufually wear ? No, no, there 
is fomething more at the bottom ; this habit is 
a kind of controverfial uniform, a fignal for 
thofeof a contrary opinion to ftand upon their 
guard ; and might in time kindle a kind of 
civil war in our minds, that would terminate 
in the moft terrible confequcnccs, was not the 
wifdom of the king and uf his minlfters as great 
as the folly of thefe fanatics. 

Every one is fufHciently fenfible what fatal 
tffcQ% have arifen, fmce chriftians have begun 
to difputc among themfelves concerning modes 
4}f belief; the blood of the fubjeft has flown 
in torrents either on the fcafTold or in the field, 

from 
I 
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from the fotiftb ceatorjr to the prefent time. 
But let us confine ourfelvcs only to the wars 
and difafiers which the dilputes concerning re- 
formation have excited in France, and exjimine 
into their fource, Pcrhzp$ a (hort and faithful 
portrait of thcfe numberleis calamities, may 
open the eyes of fome who baire not had tlie 
Advantage of education, and touch thofe beant 
mhkh are oot by nature callous. 



Ca CHAP. 



( t« ) 



CHAR III. 

A Sketch of the Reformation in the 
Sixteenth Century. 

WHEN learning began to revive, and 
the under/landings of mankind be- 
came more enlightened, there was a general 
complaint of errors and abufes ; and every one 
acknowledged the complaint to be juft. 

Pope Alexander VL made a public purchafe 
of the pontifical crown, and his five baftards 
(hared with him the profits. His fon, the car- 
dinal duke of Borgia, in concert with the pope 
his father, cauf.:d the noble families of Vitelli, 
Urbino, Gravina, and Olivarctto, together with 
an hundred other lords, to bemideaway with, 
in order to feizc upon their eftates. Julius II. 
full of the fame fpirit, excommunicated Lewis 
the Twelfth of France, while he himfcif, arm- 
ed cap-a-pee, ravaged a part of Italy with 
fire and fword. Leo X. in order to raife 
money to pay the expences of his pleafurei, 
made a falc of indulgences, like goods in a com- 
mon market. Thofe who oppofed fuch (hame- 

ful 
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ful impoficions, were certainly right in a moral 
Ticw J let us fee how far ihey were fo with re- 
gard to us, in a political one. 

They aflerted, that as Jefuj Chrift had never 
exacted annates, nor reverfions, nor fold dif- 
penfations for this world, nor indulgences for 
the next, they faw no reafon why they (hould 
pay a foreign prince his price for thcfe things. 
Suppofing that the annates, the law proceedings 
in the pope's court, and the difpenfations which 
ftili fuhfift, were to coft us no more than five 
hundred thoufand crowns a year ; it is clear, 
that fince the time of Francis I. that is, in two 
hundred an4 fifty years, we have paid a hun- 
dred and twenty millions ; and if we calculate 
the different value of the mark of filver, we 
fhall find this fum to amount to about two hun- 
dred and fifty millions of the prcfent money. 
It may therefore, I think, without any blafphe- 
my be allowed,' that the heretics in propofing 
the abolition of thefe very extraordinary taxes,., 
which will be the admiration of pofterity,did,ia 
that refpef)-, no great injury to the kingdom, 
and (howed themfclves rather good calculators 
than bad fobjeds. Add to this, that they 
were the only perfuns who undcrftood the Greek 
C 3 laa- 



Uopxatzt^ or luc asv frMTlflgr of Mtiqairy^ 
let us ovfl lii^Vilr, vkbout <)ifc»iiliriop» dnt 
with all t^rir enort, we are ioiebccd to thco 
for the opexBOg; of our ucdtsftiodiA^t, which 
bad been loag Inukd bcacaiji l&e ■»& hark»- 
lOtts olrxnri^. 

> J BtttattheydeDicJtbecbAiioeofpurgatorf^ 
^ / f ^ pk m t tToingjtfbkh oo one ought to have the 
kaft d ttbQMd wbidiy moreoirert brought ta a 
C C '^toaifcrtabk reremie to the iiiooki;atthe]rpaid 
no xeirerefice to relics which cvcrj one oogfit 
to revereoce, and which broaght in ftUl greater 
profits i zni lafiljr, as thejr attacked the uwSt 
rt(pedable teoett ^^ their adverlaries made 



t 



^ They rerived the opioioa of Bereogarioi< 
ceraiog the Eacharift ; they denied that a body ca» 
exift in a thoufand different places atone time, even 
4>y all the exertion of divine omnipotence ; tbey 
alio deoied» that attribntes can fobfift without a 
fttbjeA ; they held, that it was abfolatefy impofltble 
that what appears to be fimple bread and wine to 
the fight» the tafte, and the ftomach, can in the 
ytry inftant of its exiftence, be annihilated or 
changed into another fubftance ; so a word, they 
aMuataiotd all thoft erron for which Beren^anoa 

was 
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them no other reply, than by committing them 
to the flake. The king, who ftiled himfdi' 



ivas formerly condemned. They founded their be^ 
lief on feveral paiTages of the antient fathers of the 
church, and particularly of St. Juftin, who fays 
exprefsly in bis dialogue againft Typhoninn, 
'* That the offering of £ne flour is the figure qf 
** the Euchariily which Chriil hat ordered tsi 

"Ah 

** to make in commemoration of his paiHoir ;" 
** KM i» t?? OT^«Xf#< &C. TiJaro^ 5»TSa^vn5^it*;^«- . 
*' firi»i9 99 IK dHtfjuniO%9 tS 99i$ovi &C« lwS( X^tfh • 

They revived all that had been advanced in the 
firft ages againil the worfhip of relics, and brought 
thefe words of Vigilantius for their authority : 
•' What neceffity is there for your paying adora- 
<* tion or even refpedt to a mafs of vile duH? 
«' Can it be fuppofed that the fouls of deceafcd 
" martyrs retain after their death an affedion for 
^' their aflies ? The cuftoms of the antient idola« 
<* ters are now introduced into the church ; we be- 
'• gin to light upers at noon-day ; we may, in- 
** deed, during our life-time, mutually pray for 
«« each other ; but of what fcrvicc can fuch prayer^ 
** he after death.** 

C 4 Hut 
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their protecftor, and who kept a body of them 
in pay in Germany, marched at the head of a 
procciTion through Paris, tvhich was concluded 
I y the execution of a i.umber of thefe unhappy 
wretchc^i which was as follows : 

They were fufpended at the end of a long 
beam, which played upon a pole creftcd for 
tharpurpofe; and underneath them was kindled 
a" large fire, into which they were alternately 
lowered and then raifcd up again, by which 
tl.ey experienced ihe moft excruciating tor- 
ments ; till a lingering death at laft put a period 
to the lon;reft and moft dreadful puniflimeitt 
that cruelty ever invented. 



But they did not take notice how warmly St, 
Jerom has oppofed this paHage in Vigilantias. In 
fliort, they referred wholly to the primitive timet 
of the apoAlcs» nor could they be brought to ac- 
knowledge, that as the church became more ex- 
tended and (Irengthenedy there was a neceflity for 
extending and Arengtheningitsdifdpline likewiA;; 
they condemned every thing that had the appear- 
ance of riches or grandeur ip religion, which, how- 
ever, feem abfolutely necefTary towards fuppordng 
the dignity of that worihip we pay the Dciry. 
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A fliort time before the death of Fiancis I. 
the members of the parliament of Provence^ 
whom the clergy had incenfed againft the iii- 
habitants of Mirandol and Cabricre, applied to 
the king for a body of troops to attend the ex- 
ecution of nineceen^perfons of that country who 
had been condemned by them ; with the aflift* 
anceofthis armed force, they maflacred about 
fix thoufand. foub^ without fparing fex or age, 
and reduced thirty villages to aftics. The peo- 
ple who were the objeds of thefe executions,, 
and who had, till then, been in a manner un^ 
known, were doubtlefs to blame for having 
been born Vaudoisj but this was their only 
crime. They had been fettled for upwards of 
three hundred years in deferts and on moun- 
tains, which they had rendered fertile by in- 
credible labour, and le^ a pa(!oral and quiet 
life, the perfe£l image of the innocence 
which we find attributed to the firft ages^ 
of the world. They had no other acquaintance 
y^ith the towns or villages round about them, 
but from carrying the produce of their grounds 
thither to fell. Totally ignorant of all.military 
operations, they made no defence j but were, 
(laughtcred like timorous animalsj whom wa 
C 5 driyo: 
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^rive into « nee» anfd then knock them on 
the head f. 



^ The CAndid and vener&Ue preAdent De Thoa 
expreflei himfelf thus concerning thefe innocent 
and unfortunate perfons : ** Hominet efle qui tre* 
*^ ccntii circiter abhsncannii nTperum Icincultitm 
** /blum ve^ligale idominia acceperint^. quod im- 
•« probo labore k affidiio colu fragum ferav U 
«' aptum pecori reddiderint; patieniiflmiof toe 
*< laboris k inediSf i liiilMii abhorrcnca« erga 
•• egenof munificof^ tribota principi k fiia juta 
** dominif fedttl6 k romma fide peadere; Dei cut* 
^ turn afltdolf precibui k moram innoceneiam ptm 
•* ft fcTtc, ctterum rar&divorum templa adire, nift 
** fi quando ad vicina Aiii finibui oppida niercandi 
** aut negotlorum cauia divertant ( qu6 fi quando* 
u que pedem inferant, non dei, divorumque ftatuia 
*• advolvs» nee ceredt eii aut donaria iilla ponerei 
^ non (acerdotes ab eit rogari ut pro ft, aot pro. 
^ pinquorum manibos rem diWnam ficiant* non 
•* cruce frontem infignlri ntt aHorum moiii efti 
^ ciim coelum intonant non fe luftrall aqpa afper* 
«< gere, Ted fublacii in coelum oculti dei opem im« 
** plorare ; non religionis ergo pcregr^ profictfeit 
^ non per viat ante crudum fimulacra caput apt* 
^ tin I lacra alio ritu^ k popolari lingua cele- 
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After the death of Francis I. a prince, whom 
it mud be confefled, was more remarkable for 
bis gallantries and bis roisfortuncs than for 
his cruelty, the execution of a thoufand here- 
tic«, and in particular that of Dubourg, a coun« 
fellor of the parliament, together ^ith the maf- 
bcre of VaOy, made the prrfecuted Hj to arm?. 
Their (e& multiplied in propr«rt'on with the 
files lighted for them, and the fwords of 
executioners drawn againft them, patience 
gave way to rage, and they followed the ex- 



** brare ; non denique Pontifici aut Epifcopis ho- 
** Borem deferre» fed quofdam e fuo numero de-» 
^< le£U>8 pro antiftibas & dodoribus habere, ^sce 
^ uti ad Francifcam relauVL" Id. Feb. anivi^cc* 

Madame de Cental, who was proprietor of part 
ef the lands thus laid wafte and drenched in the 
blood of their quondam inhabitants, applied for re- 
drefs to Henry II. who referred her to the parlia- 
ment of Paris. The {blicitor-general of Provence, 
whofe name was Guerin, and had been the principal 
author of thefe mailacres, was condemned to lofe 
his head ; and was the only one who fuffered on 
this occafion, the puntihment doe to the other ac* 
complices in his guilt; becaufe, fays De Thou, 
4tulk§rum fanon dtftitturetur^ he had not friends at 

C 6 anr.ple 
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ample of their enemies in cruelty. Nine civil 
wars filled France with carnage ; and » 
peace, more fatal than war itfelf, produced the 
day of St. Dartholomew, which (lands without 
example in the annals of crimes. 

Henry III. and Henry IV. fell vidims to the 
league ^ the one by the hand of a Dominican 
friar, and the othrr by that ofa monfter who 
had been a brother of the Mendicant order*. 
There are who pretend, that humanity, in<« 
d'llgcnce, and liberty of confciencc, arc hor- 
rible things i I would aflc fuch pcrfons fe- 
riotjfly, if they couM have produced cal^N 
miiics comparable to thofe I have juft re-v 
J. ted ? 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Whether Toleration is dangerous ; and 
among what Nations it is pradifed. 

SOME people will have It^ that if we were 
to make ufe of humanity and indulgenco 
to'ty^rds our mjflaken brethren.who pray to God 
in bad; French,, it would be putting arms into 
their handstand we fbouldree revived the bloody 
daysof Jarnac, Moncomour, Coutras^ Drei^x^ 
St. Denis, &c. I know not how this may be, 
as I have not the gift of prophe,cy 5 but I really 
cannot difcovcr the congruity of this reafoning, 
*' Thatbecaufe thefc men toolc up arms againft 
** me' when I opprcfled them, they will do the 
** fame if I (hew them fjavour." 

And hew I would willingly take the liberty 
to intreat tbofe who have the reins of govern- 
ment in hand, or are deftincd to fill the higheft 
ftations, for once to examine maturely, whether 
there is any teafon to apprehend, that indul- 
gence would occafion the fame rebellions as 
cruelty and oppreffion ; and whether, what 
has happened undercertain circumflances, would 
happen under othew of a different nature; or 

whether 
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whether timei, opinion!^ and mannerf are iJ- 
ways the fame ? 

The Hugonotfy it cannot be denied, have 
formerly given into all the rage of emhufiarm, 
and have been polluted with Mood ai well at 
ourfelves : but can it be faid^ (bat the preftnt 
generation is as barbarous as the former f Have 
not time and re afon, that have lately made 
b great progrers, together with good books, and 
that natural foftnera introduced from fociety^ 
found their way among tbofe who have the 
guidance of thefe people ? And do we not dear* 
ly perceive that almoft all Europe has under* 
gone a change within the lad century t 

The hands of government have every where 
been ftreni^thened, while ihe minds of the peo- 
ple have been foftened and crvilized ; the gene- 
ral police, fupported by numerous (landing 
armies, leave us no longer any caufe to fear the 
return of thofe times of anarchy, when prottf- 
tant boors and catholic peafants were haSily 
called together from the labours of agriculture^ 
to wieid the fword againft each others lives. 

Jlia temp^ra^ alia cura. It would be high* 
]y abfurd in the prefent days to decimate the 

body 
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\>ody of the Sorbonae,becaufe it formerly petU 
tioned for the burning the PuaUi d^OrUans ;. 
becaufeit declared Henry III. tohaVelofthis right 
to the throne^, and becaufe it excommunicated 
and profcrtbed the illuftrious Henry IV. We 
ihould not certainly think of profecuttng the 
• ether public bodies of the nation, who commit- 
ted the ItkeexcefTes in tbofe times of error and 
madnefs \ it would not only be very unjuft, but 
af ridiculous as if we were to oblige all the in- 
habitants of Marfeilles to undergo a courfeof 
phyfic, becaufe they bad the plague in 172GU 

Should we at prefent go and (ack Rorne^ a* 
the troops of Charles the Fif^h did, becaufe pope 
Sixtot the Fifths in the year 1585, granted % 
nine years indulgence to all Frenchmen who 
would take up arms againft their fovereign } 
No, furely it is enough, if we prevent the court 
t>f Rome fnm erer being guilty of fuch excef^ 
fes for ^p futuie* 

The rage infpired by a fpirit of controveirfy, 
and the abufe made of the Chriftian religion 
from want of properly underftahding if, has 
occafioned as much bloodibed, and produced 
as many calamitiea in Germany, England, and 

even 
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oven in Holland, as in France ; and yet, at pre^ 
Cent, the difference in religion occafions no dif- 
turbances in thofe countries : but the Jew, the 
Catholic, the Lutheran^^ the Calvinift, the 
Anabaptift, the Socinian, the Moravian, and 
a multitude of other fe«Sb, live in brother- 
ly harmony together, and contribute equal- 
ly to the good of fociety. 

In Holland, they no longer fear that the 
difputations of a Gomar • concerning prcdefti- 
nation, fhould bring the head of a grand pen* 
fionary to the block : nor in London, that the 
quarrels between the Prc(byteriatisand the Epif- 
e^pals about a form of prayer and a furplice, 
fiiould again fpill the blood of their king» upon 



• ♦ Francis Gomar was a protrfiTant divine ; he 
Maintained, in contradi^ion to ArminibS' his col- 
league, that God has, from all eternity, predeftt^ 
nated the greatell part of mankind to burn in ever- 
laftiog flames : this infernal do£lriae was fupport- 
edin the manner moft faiuble to it, by perfeca- 
lloa. The grand p^nfionary B^rnevcldr, who was of 
the party which oppcfed Gomar, was beheaded on 
the 13th of May, 1619, at the age of fcventy.two» 
for ha'v'ing (faith his fenteace) itftd his utttrmtjl 

enJeavours to vex the church cfGod, 

a fc.J- 
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a fcaffbld f. Ireland, now populous and rich, 
will not any more behold its catholic inhabitants 



t A pompous writer, in his apology for the re- 
vocation of the edi6k of Nantes, fpeaking of Eng- 
land, has thcfc words : *' Thefe were the natural 
" fruits of a falfe religion ; there remained only 
'' one to be brought to perfcftion, which thcfc 
** jflanders, jaftly the contempt of all nations, have 
" cheriihed» and adopted to themfelres," Certair- 
ly this author has been a little unfortunate in chuf* 
ing his time forreprelentiog the Englifli as a peo* 
pie defpicable and defpiied by all the world : fot 
fnrely, when a nation gives the Qioft fignal proofs of 
its bxavery and geneicfity, aad when its vidorious 
enfigns wave in the four parts of the world, no 
great credit is to be given to the writer who (hall 
reprefent it as contemptible and contemned. But 
we muft obierve, that it is in a chapter in favour of 
perfecution, that we meet with this extraordinary 
parage; and none but fuch who preach up perfe- 
cntion can write thus. This detefbble book, 
which feems the work of a madman, was 
compofed by a perfon who has no ecclcfiaftical 
cure; for what real paftor would write in fuch a 
mar.ner ? The author has even carried his enthu- 
fiaftic fury to fuch a length, astojuflify the maila- 
cree of St. Bartholomew. It might be fiippoTed 
that a produdlion full of fuch ihocking paradoxes, 

would 
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» 

facrificing, as an acceptable offiKring, the )i?e» 
of their proteftant brethren^ by burying them 
alive, hanging up mothers upon gibbets, and 
tying their daughters round their neck to fee 
them expire together ; ripping up women with 
child, taking the half-formed infants from the 
womb, and throwing them to fwine or dogs to 
be devoured; putting a dagger into the hands 
of their manacled prifoners, and forcing tbeoi 
to plunge it into the breaflsoftlicir fathers, their 
mothers, their wives, or children, tberebjp 
hoping to make them guilty o^ parricide, and 
damn their fouh while th^ deftroyed their 
bodies : all which we find related by Rapin, 
who ferved as an oflfoer in the Engliih fervice 
in Ireland, and who lived very near the time 
of thofe tranfafHons, and confirmed by moft of 
the £ngli(h hiftorians. No ! fuch cruelties, as 
they were never to be paralleled, (q they 
doubtlefs will never be imitated. Philofofriiy, 
the fifter of Religion, has herfelf fnatchcd the 
poignard from the bands of Superflition, fo long 
bathed in bloody and the human under ftanding, 

would be in the liacds of almoft everyone, were it 
only on account of its fingolarity, and yet' it feems 
to be hardly knowo. 

re* 
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Y^BCoye r ed from ks ddiriiini, ftands amazed at 
the (hocking brutalities into which -it has bee» 
hurried by enthufiafm» 

We ourTelves know, that in France there k 
a rich and populous province, where the protec- 
tant religion prevails much more than that of 
the church of Rome. The univerfity of Al* 
fiice confifts almoft entirely of Lutherans, and 
they are likewife in poficffion of moft of the 
civil pods in that province ; and yet the public 
peace has never olice been difturbed by any 
quarrels about religion, fince that province has 
belonged to our kings. And what b the rea- 
ion t Becaufe no one is persecuted there on to* 
ocmnt of their religion. Seek not to lay a re* 
ftraint upon the mind, and you may always he 
fure that the mind will be yours. 

I do not mean by this to infinuate, that thofe 
who are of a difierent &ith to the prince under 
whofe government they live, (houid have an 
equal (hare iti the places of profits and honour^ 
with thofe who are of the eftahltflied religion 
of the ftate. In England, the Roman catholics, 
who arje in general looked upon to be friends ta 
the Pretender, are excluded from all civil em- 
p]oys« and are even double taxed s buttben^ 

in 
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in every other rc/peA, they enjoy the prcroga- 

tivi^s oi citizena. 

Some of ourbifliops in France have been fuf- 
pe<5leJ of thinking that their honour and interell 
is concerned, in not fuffcring any ptotcrdama 
v^ithin theirdiocefc, and thatthis is the principal 
obilaclctoallowingof toleration amongdu^; but 
this 1 cannot believe. The epifcopal body in 
France is compof«:d of pcrfons of quality, wfco 
think and a£t in a manner fuitabie to their high 
birth I and as Envy itf.If muft con fefs that 
they are both generous and charitable, they 
therefore certainly cannot think that thofe 
whom they thus drive out of their diocefe« 
vrould become ' converts in any other country, 
but great honour would redound from the con- 
vcrfion of them at home } nor would the pre* 
late be any lofer by it in his temporals, feeing, 
that the greater the number of the inhabiuntfi 
. the greater is the value of the land. 

A certain Polifli bifhop had a farmer, who 
was an Anabaptift; and a receiver of his rent% 
who was a Socinian. Some perfon propofcd to 
the biftiop to profecutc the latter in the fpi ri- 
tual court, for not believing in tranfubftantia- 
tion, and to turn the other out of his farm, be- 

caufc 
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caufe he would not have his (on chriftened till 
he was fifteen years of .age; the prelate very 
prudently replied. That though he made no 
doubt of their being eterx^ally damned in the 
next world, yethe{found them extremely necef- 
tury to him in this. 

Let us now for a while quit our own little 
fphere, and take a furvey of the reft of the globe. 
The grand feignior peaceably rules over fubjeds 
of twenty different religions; upwards of two 
hundred thoufand Greeks live unmolefted with- 
in the walls of Conftantinople; the Mufti him- 
felfnominatesthe Greek patriarch, and prefents 
him to the emperor ; and, at the fame time, al- 
lows of the refidence of aLatin patriarch. The 
fultan appoints Latin blfhops for fome of the 
Greek ifles ; the form ufed on this occafion 1^ 
as follows J : ** I command fuch a one to go 
*' and refide as bifhop in the ifle of Chios, ac- 
*' cording to the antient cuftom and idle cere- 
** monies of thofe people." The Othman em- 
pire fwarms with Jacobines, Nsftorians, Mono- 
thelites, Cophti, Chriflians of St. John, Gue- 
bres, and Banians ; and the Turkifh annals do 



J Sec Ricaut. 

not 
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not furnifli ut wkk oife fingle inftince oft fe» 
MWan occffionedbftny of tbeTedifterentfedf. 

Go into Indiai, Perfia, and Tartary, and you 
will meet with the Tame toIeration>aiul the f4iiie 
tranquility* Peter the Great eocouragfd all 
kinds of religions throughout bit vaft empire: 
trade fM agrieultgr^ have iMe« gaisara ky ir, 
and no injury ever happened tbtrefrom to cbc 
body politic* 

We do not find that the Chinefe gorernmentf 
during thexourfe of four thoufand years thtt it 
iits fubftfted, has ever adopted any ocher reli* 
gion than that of the Noacbides, which confifts 
in the Ample worOiip of one God ; and yet it 
tolerates^ the fuperftitiona of Fo, and that of a 
multitude of bonzes } which might be produc* 
tivc of dangerous conftquences^ did not the 
wifdom of the tribunals keep them within pro* 
per bounds. 

It is true, that the great Yong-TChin, 
the mod wife and magnanimous of all the 
emperors of China, drove the jcfuits out of 
his kingdom ; but this w.is not becaufc that 
prince hinifcif was nontolcranfi but, on 
the contrary, becaufe the jcfui:s were fo. 

Thcr 



Trsatisb opcm ToLBKATioir. 47 

Tkejr Aemkhe§j in their letters, htveg;tven us 
the fpeech the em p eror nmieto diem on chat 
occafiott: ^ Ikoow, hy be^tbat your rdigtoii 
^ admits not of tolerwon ; I knoir bow jon 
^ hate behaved in the Manillas and at Japan ; 
^ yoo deceived my father, but chink not to de« 
^ ceive ok in the <ame manner.^ And if we 
read tbe whcie of che converfation which he 
deigned to hold with them, we muil- confefs 
him to be the wifcft and meft dement of all 
princes. How could be indeed, with any con- 
fiSttncjy beep in bis kingdom European philo* 
ibpbers, who, upder the pretence of teaching the 
ufe of thermometers and oedypilcs, had found 
means ta debauch a prince of the blood ? But 
what would this emperor have faid, had be 
read our hiftoties, and had he been acquainted 
with the times of the league and the gunpowder 
plot? 

It was fufficient for him to be informed of 
the oorrageous and indecent difputes between 
thofe Jefuits, Dominicans, Capuchins, and fe** 
cnlarpricfts, who werefcnt as miffionaries into 
bis dominions from one extremity of the globe 
tppre^b up trulh ; inftcad of which, they em- 
p'oycd their time in mutually pronouncing 
damnation againft each o:bir. The emperor, 

then, 
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then, did no more than fend away a fet of lb* 
reignerSf who were difturbers of the puUic 
peace. But with what infinite goodneft did b« 
difniiti them ! and with what paternal care 
did he provide for their accommodation in their 
journey, and Co prevent their meeting with 
any infult on ihetr way ! Thia very aA of ba« 
nifliment might ferve a» an example of tolera- ' 
tion and humanity. 

t The Japo .efe were the moft tolerant of 
all nations ; twelve difTe rent religions were 
peaceably eftabliflied in their empire: when 
the Jefuiti came, they made the thirteenth i 
and, in a very little time after their arrival, they 
would not fufFer any other but their own. Every 
one knows the confequence of thefc proceed* 
ings: a civil war, as calamitous as that of the 
leilgue, foon fpread de(lni£lion and carnage 
through the empire ; till at length the Chri* 
ftian religion was itfelf fwallowed up in the 
torrents of blood it had fet a flowing, and the 
Japonefe for ever (hut the entrance of their 
country againft all foreigners, looking upon us 
as no better than favage beafts, fuch as thofe 
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from 



Treatise upon Toleration. 49 

haai which the Englifli have happiljr cleared 
their ifland. Oolbert, the minifter^ who knew 
the neceffity we were in of the commodities of 
Japan» that wants nothing from us, laboured 
in vain to fettle a trade with that empire i he 
found thofe people inflexible. 

Thus then every thing on our Continent 
ihows us, that we ought neither to preach up, 
nor to exercife non«toleration. 

Let us now caft out eyes on the other hemif- 
fjfdiere* Behold Carolina I whofe laws were 
framed by the wife Lock ; there every mafter 
of a family, who has only feven fouls under his 
roof, may eftablifli what religion he pleafcs, 
provided all thofe feven perfons concur with 
him therein ; and yet this gteat indulgence has . 
not, hitherto, been the occafion of any diforders. 
God forbid, that I fbould mention this as an 
example to every mafter of a family to let up a 
particular worfbip in his houfe : I have only in-> 
troduced it to £bcw, that the utmoft lengths 
towhich toleratioii can be carried, have never 
yet given rife even to the flighteft diflen- 
' tipns. 

D And 
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And what (ball we fay of thofe pacific primU 
tive Chrtftians, who have, by way of derifion, 
been called Quaken ; and who, though fomeof 
their cufioms may perhaps be ridiculous, are 
yet remarkable for the virtue and fobriety of 
their lives, and for having in vain endeavoured 
to preach peace and good-will to the reft of 
mankind ? There are at leaft an hundred thou- 
fand of them in Penfylvania $ difcord and con- 
trovcrfy are unknown in that happy fpot where 
they have fettled : the very name of their prin- 
cipal city, Philadelphia, is a continual memento 
to them, that all men are brethren, and is at 
once an example and reproach to thofe nations 
who have not yet adopted toleration* 

To conclude, toleration has never yet ex* 
cited civil wars } whereas its oppofite has filled 
the earth with flaughter and defolation. Let 
any one then judge, which of the two is moft 
entitled to our efteem, or which we (hould ap- 
plaud, the mother who would deliver her fon in* 
to the hand of the executioner, or ihe who 
would refign all right to him to fave his life. 

In all what I have faid, I have had only the 
intereft of nations in view, and, as I pay all due 
refpeA to the do£lrines of the chttrcb^ I have in 

this 
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tbis article, only confidered the phyfical and 
moral advantages of fociety. I therefore hope, 
that every impartial reader will properly weigh 
thcfe truths, that he will view them in their 
proper light, and redlify what may be amifs. 
Thofe who read with attention, and reciprocally 
communicate their thoughts, will always have 
the ftart of the author f* 



f Mr. de la Boardonnaie, intendant of Roucn» 
fays, that the manufadure for hats at Caudebec 
and Neofchatel is greatly fallen off iince the re- 
fugees left that country. Mr. Foucaut,- intendant 
of Caen, fays, that trade in general is declined 
through the whole generality ; and Mr. de Mau- 
peon, intendant of Poitiers, that the manufadures 
for druggets is quite loft. Mr. de Bezons com- 
plains, that* there is now hardly any trade ftir- 
ring at Clerac and Nerac. Mr. Miromenil, in- 
tendant of Tourain, fays, that the trade of Tours 
is diminiihed near ten millions per annum, and 
all this through the perfccution raifed in that 
part of the kingdom : See the memorials of the inten^ 
dams intbeyear 1698. To thisif we add the num- 
ber of land and fea officers, and common failors, 
who have been forced to engage in foreign fervices, 
^frequently with fatal confequcnces to their own 
D 2 coun- 
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country ; we fhall then fee whether or no perfeco* 
tion has been fatal to the ilate. 



Wc will not here prefume to offer any hints to 
tliofe minifters, whofecondud and capacity are fuf* 
iiciently known, and whofe greatnefs of foul and 
noblenefs of fentiment do honour to their illuftrious 
birth : they will of themfelves readily perceive, 
that the refloration of our marine will require fome 
indulgence at lead to be Hiewo to the inhabiunls 
of our fca-coafts. 



CHAP, 



( 53 ) 



CHAP V. 

In what Cafes Toleration may be 
admitted. 

L£ T me for once fuppofe, that a minifter 
equally noble and difcerning,. that a pre- 
late equally wife and humane, or a prince who 
is fenfible that his intereft confifts in the in- 
creafcd number of his fubjeftsj and his glory in 
their happinefs, may deign to caft their eyes on 
this random and defective production. In this 
cafe, his own confummate knowledge will na- 
turally lead him to a(k himfelf, what hazard 
Ihall I run by feeing the land beautified and en- 
riched by a greater number of induftrious la«> 
bourers, the aids augmented, and the ftate ren*- 
dered more flouriihing i 

Germany, by this time, would have been a 
defart, covered with the unburied bodies of 
many different fefts, flaughtered by each other, 
had not the peace of -Weftphalia happily pro- 
cured a lihcjfy of confcience* 

D 2 Wc 
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We have Jews at Bourdeaux, at Mentz, and 
in Alface; we have Lutherans, Molinifls, and 
Janfenifts amongft us ; can we not then ad- 
mit proteftants likewife under proper reftric- 
tions, nearly like thofe under which the Roman 
catholics are permitted in England ? The grea- 
ter the number of different fcfts, the lefs danger 
is to be apprehended from any one in particu- 
lar ; they become weaker in proportion as they 
^re more numerous, and areeafily kept in fub* 
jedion by thofe juft laws which prohibit riotoua 
aflemblies, mutual infults, and feditions, and 
which the legiflative power will always proper* 
ly fupport in their full vigour. 

We know that there are feVeral heads of fa- 
milies, who have acquired great fortunes in fo- 
reign countries, who would bs glad to return 
to their native country. Thefe require only the 
protection of the law of nature, to have their 
marriages to remain valid, and their children 
fecured in the enjoyment of their prefent pro- 
perty, and che right of fuccecding to the inheri- 
tance of their fathers, together with a protec- 
tion for their perfons. They aflc no public 
places of worfhip; they aim not at the pof- 
feiEon of civil employs, nor do they afpire to 
dignities cither in church or ftate^ for no Ro- 
man 
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man catholics can enjoy any of thefe, either in 
England or in any other proteftant country. In 
this cafe, therefore, there is no occafion for 
granting great privileges, or delivering ftrong 
Kolds into the hands of a^ fa£lion, but only to 
fuffer a quiet fet of people to breathe their na- 
tive air ; to foften the rigour of fome edids^ 
which in former times might perhaps have been 
necefTary, but at prefent are no longer fo. It is 
not for us to dlreSt the miniftry what it has to 
do ; it is fufficient, if we prefume to plead the 
caufe of an unfortunate and diftrefled people* 

Many and eafy are the methods to render 
tbefe people ufeful to the ftate, and to prevent 
them from ever becoming dangerous : the wif- 
dom of the legiflature, fupported by the military 
force, will certainly find out thefe methods, 
which other nations have employed with (o 
much fuccefs, s 

It is certain, that there is ftill a number of 
enthuftafts among the lower kind of Calvinifls s 
but, on the other hand, it is no Icfs certain, 
that there is ftill a greater number among the 
lower kind of bigottcd Roman catholics. The 
dregs of the madmen of St. Medard are paflcd 
D 4 over 
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over unnoticed in the nation, while the greattft 
pains is taken to exterminate the Calvinifl 
prophets. The n)o(l certain means to leflca the 
number of the mad of both furts, if any ftUI 
remain, is to leave them entirely to the care of 
rcafon, which will infallibly enlighten tbc un- 
^erftanding in the long run, though (he may be 
flow in her opqr^itions. Rcafon goes mildly lo 
work, ftie pcrfuadcs with humanity, flic in- 
fpires mutual indulgence ai)d fprbearance; flie 
fliflcs the voice of difcord,eftabliflics the rule of 
virt;uc and fobricty, and difpofes thofe to pay a 
ready obedience to the laws, who might flart 
from the hand of power when exerted to enforce 
them. Befidcs, are wc io hold for nothing 
that contempt and ridicule which enthufiafm 
every where meets with in the prefent enlight- 
ened age, from perfons of rank and education ? 
This very contempt is the moft powerful bar- 
rier that can be oppofed to the extravagancies of 
all fcAarics. Pad times are as though thoy 
never had been. We fliould always diredl our 
views from the point where we ourfelves at pre- 
fent are, and from that to which other nations 
have attained. 

There has been t time, in which it was 
thought a duty to iflue ediAs ag^infl 4II fuch 

who 
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who taught a do£lrinc contrary to the cathego- 
ries of Ariftotle, or who oppofed the abhorrence 
of a vacuum, quiddities, or the whole of the 
part of a thing. There are above an hundred 
volumes in. Europe, containing the writings of 
civilians againft magic, and the manner of dif- 
tinguilhing real forcerers from pretended ones. 
The excommunication of grafhoppers and other 
infeds hurtful to the fruits of the earth, was. 
formerly much in ufe, and is ftill to be found, 
in feveral rituals ; that cufTom is now laid aiide, 
and Ariftotle, with his forcerers and the grafhop- 
persj are left to themfelves. Innumerable ar^ 
the examples of thefe grave follies, which for- 
merly were deemed of great importance; others 
have fucceeded from time to time, but as foon,. 
as they have had their efFed, and people begin 
togrow weary of them, they pafs away and 
arc. no more heard of. If any one was, at 
prcfent, to take it into their head to turnEuti- 
chean, Neftorian, or Manichean, what would 
be the confequence ? We fhould laugh at him. 
in the fame manner as at a perfon who (hould 
appear drcfled after the aiitient fafbion, with a* 
great ruff and flaflied fleeves. 

The firft thing that opened the eyes of pur 

, nation was, when the Jefuits Le Tcllier and 

D 5, Doucin. 
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Doucin drew up the bull Unigeniiui, and (ent it 
Co the court of Rome, imagining they lived ftill 
in thofc tim^f of ignorance, in which people 
SLihpitdf without examination, the moft abfurd 
zfftrivinn, Tbcy even dared to profcribea pro- 
pofKion, which h univerfally true in all cafci 
and in all linici, v!z, ** That the dread of an 
•* unjyflcxcomniunica'ion ought not to hinder 
** any one from doin;.^ hi* duty/' Tbi« wat, in 
faft, profcribing reason, the liberticf of the 
Gallican church, and the very foundation 
of all m^^rality; it wa« faying to mankind, 
*^ Godomuund* you never to do your duty, 
** vvh'rn you are apprchenfivc of fuffcrin;^ 
*^ any ifijuffce/' Never furc was fo grofsi aa 
infulc offl'ied to common fcnfe, and yet 
Chif never occurred to thefe correfpondentf 
of the church of Rome* Nay, they even per- 
Ajaded that court, that thii bull wa& neceflary^ 
that the nation defired it. Accordingly it was 
ftgned, fcaled, and fent back to Franc: ; and 
every one knows the confcc^uence^ : afTuredly^ 
bad they been forefeen, this bull would have 
been mitigated. Very warm difputes enfued 
upon it i but however, by the great prudence 
andgoodnefioftheking, they were at length 
appeafcd. 
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It is much the fame with regard to mod of 
thofe points, in which the proteftants and us 
atprcfcnt differ; fome of them are of little or 
no confequence, others again are more ferious; 
but even in thcfe latter, the rage of difputation 
is fofarfubfidedythatthe protcftantsnow-a-days, 
no longer preach upon controverfial points ia 
any of their churches. 

Let us then feize this period of difguft or 
fatiety for fuch matters, or rather, indeed, of 
the prevalence of reafon, as an epocha for re- 
fioringthe public tranquihty, of which itfeems 
to be a pleafmg earneft. Controverfy, that epi- 
demical malady is now m its decline, arid re- 
qufres nothing more than a gentle regimen. In 
a word, it is^the interefl of the (late, that thef& 
wandering feiEls, who have fo long lived as 
aliens to tlu ir fathei 5 houfe, on their returning 
inarubmifllveaii! peaceable man ner,j[hould meet 
with a favourable reception ; humanity fecms 
to demand this, rcafon advifes it, and good pO'- 
ILcy can have lioihing to apprehend from it. 
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CHAP. VI. 

If Non-Toleration is agreeable to the Law 
of Na.tur£ and of Society. 

THE law of nature is that which nature 
points out to all aiankiod, You havt 
brought up a child, that child owes you a refpeft 
as its paient, and gratitude as its benefaflpr. 
You have a right over the productions of the 
earth which you have raifed by the labour of 
your own hands -, you have given and received, 
a promifc, that promifc ought to beJkcpt, 

The law]of fociety can have no other founda- 
tion in any cafe than on the law of nature^ 
'^ Do not that to another which thou wouldcft 
not he fhould do unto thee", is the great and 
univerfal principle of both throughout the earths 
now, agreeable to this principle, can one man 
fay to another, " Believe that which I believe-, 
** and which thou tbyfelfcan'ft not believe, cyr 
^< thou (halt die ?" And yet this is what is 
every day faid in PofcugH^, in Spain, and at Goa. 
In fome other countries indeed, they now con-, 
tent theipfelves with faying, '^ Believe as I do, 
or I will hold thee in abhorrence 3 believe like me, 

OX 
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** or I will do thee all the evil I can : wretch,. 
« thou art not of my religion, and therefore - 
** thou haft no religion at alf, and oughteft to* 
*'• be hcjd. in pxecration by thy neighbours, thy. 
*^ city, and thy province^" \ 

If the law of fociety direfls fuch a condufl, 
the Japaneft ought then to holdihe Chinero-irl 
deteftation ; the latter the Siamefe, who (hould 
perfecute the inhabitants of the Ganges;'' and 
they fall upon thofe of India ; the Mogul \ 
Ihould put to death the firft Mahbarhe fourth i ' 
in his kingdom ; the Malabar fhould poignarrf .* 
tlicPerfianj the Perfian maflacre the TarlcJ f 
and, altogether, (hould fall upon us Chriftiins^ 
who have fo many ages been'ciitting one anor 
thcr's throats., • ' 

The law of pcrfecution then is ei^uafry aB- 
furd and barbarous ; it is the law of tygers : 
nay, it is even ftill more favagc, for tygers dc^ 
ftroy only for the fake of /ood, whereas we 
have butchered one another on account of a fen- 
IpQfc or a paragraph, ' ' . 
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CHAP. VII. 

If Non-Toleration was known among the 
Greeks. 

THE fcvcral nations with which hiftory 
has made us in part acquainted, did all 
confider their different religions as ties by which 
they were united; it was the affociatlon of hu- 
man kind. There was a kind of law of hofpi- 
tality among the Gods, the fame as amongft 
men. If a firanger arrive in any town, the 
iirft thing he did was to pay his adoration to 
the Gods of the country, even though they 
were the Gods of his enemies. The Trojans 
offered up prayers even to thofe Gods who 
fought for the Greeks. 

Alexander made a journey into the defarts of 
Lybia, purpolcly to confult the God Ammon, 
to whom the Greeks gave the name of Zeusj 
and the Latins that of Jupiter, though both 
countries had their Jupiter and tneir Zius 
amdngft tliemfclvei. When they lat down 
before any town or ( ity, tiicy offered up facri- 
fices and prayers to the gods of that city or 
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town, to render them propitious to their under- 
taking. Thus, even in the midft of war, reli- 
gion united mankind; and though it migHt 
fometimes prompt them to exercife the moft in- 
human cruellies, at other times it frequently 
foftened their fury.. 

r may be miftaken, but it appears to me> 
that not one of all the civilized nations of an- 
tiquity, ever laid a reftraint upon liberty of 
thinking. They had all a particular religion ; 
but they feemed to have afled in this refpcft 
towards men in the fame manner as they did 
towardstheir gods; they all acknowledged one 
fupreme Being, though they aflbciatcd with him 
an infinite number of inferior deities : in like 
manner, though they had but one faith, yet 
they admitted a multitude of particular fyftems. 

The Greeks, for example, though a very re* 
ligious people, were not offended with the £pi. 
curcans, who denied Providence and the ex!fl^» 
cnce of the foul ; not to mention divers other 
fe&s, whofe tenets were all of them repugnant 
to the pure ideas we ought to entertain of a 
Creator, and yet were all of them tolerated. 

5 Socrates^ 
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Socratci, who came the neareft to the know- 
ledge of the true God, 11 Taid to have fifffcred 
on that account, and died a martyr to the Deity; 
he wai the only ont whom the Greeks ever 
put to death on account of opinion. If this 
was really the caufeof hii being condemned, it 
does very little honour to pcrfccution, fmcc he 
waj put to death for being the only one who 
gave true glory to God, whilfl thofc who tadght 
notions the nioft unworthy of the Deity were 
held in high honour : therefore, I think, the 
enemies of toleration fhould be cautious how 
tbey lay a ftrefs upon the infamous example of 
his judges. 

M'orf*over, it Is evident from hiftory, that he 
fell a vi£iim to the revenge of an enraged party. 
He had made himfclf many inveterate enemies 
of the fo, hiiis, oratois, and poets, who taught 
in the public fchools, and even of all the pre- 
ceptors who had the rare of the children ofdtf- 
tindion. He himl'df acknowledges in his di(^ 
courfc handed down to us by Plato, that he 
went from houfe to hotifc, to convince thefe 
preceptors, that they were a fet of ignorant fel- 
lows; a condnd certainly unworthy of. one 
vbo had been declared by an oracle the wifeft 

of. 
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of mankind. A prieft, and one of the members 
of the Areopagus, were let loofe upon him, 
who accufed him' I cannot precifely fay of 
what, as his apology to me feems very vague ; 
from vi^hich however we learn in general, that 
he was charged with infpiring the youth of the 
nation with notions contrary to the religion and 
government of the country : an accufation which 
theflanderers of all times and places have con- 
flantly made ufe of s but a court of juftice re- 
quires pofitive fa£ts, and that the charge {hould 
be circumftantial and well fupported, none 
of which are to be found in the proceedings 
againft Socrates.' All we know k, that he had 
at firft two hundred and twenty voices for him; 
therefore, there mu ft have been two hundred 
and twenty out oPlhe five hundred judges, 
who were philofophers ; a great many more, 
I belitve, than are to be found any where elft. 
At length, however, the-nrtjority were for the 
hemlock potioni But here Jet ustiot forget, that 
when the Athenians came^to their reafon, 
they held b6th his accufers arrd judges in detefta- 
tion ; made Melitus, whb had been the prin- 
cipal author of the fentence pronounced againft 
him, pay for that aftof injuftice with his life'; 
banifhed all the others that were concerned* in 
U> and ^reded a temple to Socrates. Never 

wa;^ 
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was philofophy to nobly revenged, fo highly 
honoured. This affair of Socrates then is, in 
.fa£l, the moft powerful argument that can be 
alledged againft perfecution. The Athenians 
had an altar dedicated to the ftrangc gods, 
gods they could never know. What ftronger 
proof then can there bc^ not only of their ex- 
treme indulgence towards all nations, but even 
for their refpe£l for the religion of thofe na* 
tions{ 

A very worthy perfbn, who is neither an cno- 
my to reafon, learning, orprubity, nor to his 
country, in underuking to juftify the affair o£ 
the maflacre of St. Bartholomew, quotes the 
war of the Phocians, by them called thefacnd 
war J as if that war had beef> entered into on the 
fcore of religion, or a particular point in divi- 
nity; whereas it is well known^ that it was 
caufed by a difpute about a particular fpot of 
ground, the conftant caufe of all wars. A 
few corn -grounds can certainly never be a 
fymbol of belief; it is as certaint that none of 
the Greek cities ever made war upon each 
other for the fake of opinion. After all, what 
would this mcdeft and humane writer drive 
at? Would he have us undertake a facred war? 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII.. 

Wbetbec the Romans encouraged Tolbra/* 

TION. 

AMONG the antient Romans, from the 
days of Romulus to thofe in which 
the Chriftians began to difpute with the priefts. 
of the empire, we do not find a fingle inftance 
of any perfon being perfecuted on account of 
his fentiments. Cicero doubted every things 
Xrucretius denied every thing ; and yet, neither 
one nor the other, underwent the leaft reproach 
from their fcUow citizens : . nay, fo far did thia. 
licence go, that Pliny the naturalifl; begins his 
book by denying the exiftence of a God, and 
laying. That if there is one, it muft be the furu 
Cicero, in fpeaking of hell, fays, Non eji unui 
iam excors quacredaU ** There is not even an old 
•* woman fo filly as to believe it." Juvenal fays. 
Nee fueri credunt : '* Even our children laugh 
** at it." And the following maxim was publicly 
repeated on the Roman theatre: PoflmorUm nihil 
eji^ ipfaque mors nihil: " nought after death, even 
** death itfelf is nought." While we abhor thefe 
tiaxims, let us pardon them in a people, who 

werck 
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were never enligHtened by the holy truths of 
the gofpcl i and, while wc own them to be 
falfe and impious, let us however confefs, that 
the Romans were great friends to toleration, 
feeing that fuch tenets never excited any com- 
motions. 

Deorum offenfa din cura^ was the grand prin- 
cipte of the fenate and people of Rome^ that 
illuflrious nation employing their attention 
wholly to conquer, govern, and civilize the 
univerfe. They were ourlegiflators as well as 
our conquerors \ and even Cicfar, who reduced 
us to his fubjc(Slion, and gave us laws and games, 
never attempted to compel us to quit our 
Druids for him, though fuprcme pontiff of a 
nation, whofc fubje£ls we were now become. 

The Romans thcmfelves did not profefs all 
kinds of religion, therefore they did not give 
public fanflion t > all, but tbey prrmitt d them. 
Under Numa, nothing material was the oV.jedl 
of their worfhip. They had neither flatues nor 
piftur^'s ; in pioccrs of time, however, fome 
were ^rcOcd to the Dii M^ijorum Gentium^ 
with which the Greeks brought them acquaint* 
ed. rhat law in the twelve tables, Deos fere* 
grlnos ne colunto^ was confined to the allowing 

no 



Treatise upon Toleration; 69 
no public worfhip to be paid, except to the fu- 
perior and inferior deities, approved by the fe* 
nate. The Egyptian goddefs Ifis had a temple 
in Rome to the time of Tiberius, whodemoiiOi- 
ed it, becaufe its priefts, having been bribed by 
Mundus, fufFered him to lie with a lady called ' 
Paulina in the temple itfeif, under the name 
and form of the god Anubis. Indeed this ftory 
is to be found only in Jofephus, who did not 
live at that timej and was moreover a credu- 
lous and exaggerating writer: and there is 
very little probability, that, in fo enlightened an 
age as that of Tiberius, a lady of the firft dif- 
tin<5lion in Rome, could be fo weak to believe 
that a god cohabited with her, . 

But whether this anecdote be true or falfe, 
this one 'thing is certain, that the Egyptian ido- 
latry wa3 in the pofTeffion of a temple at Rome 
with the public confent. The Jews had alfo 
lived as traders in that city ever fince the Punic 
war ; they had their fynagogues there in the 
timeof Auguftus, andalmoftalwayscontinued to 
have themln the fame manner as they now have 
in modern Rome. Can we defire a ftrongcr in- 
fiance, that the Romans looked upon tolera« 

tion 
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lion M the tnoft facred of til the liwi of ni* 
tions t 

t We are told, that ai foon as the Cbriftian 
religion began to make its appearance, iti fol* 
loweri were perfecuted by thefe very Romani 
who perfecuted no one. Thii fad, howevor* 
appears to me to be evidently falfe, and I defire 
no better authority than that of St. Paul him- 
felf. In the aAi of the Apoftlei *, we are told, 
that St. Paul being accufed by the Jews of at- 
tempting to overturn the Mofaic law by that 
of Jcfus Chrift, St. James propofed to him to 
ihave his head, and go into the temple with 
four Jews, and purify hrmfclf with them, 
<* That all men may know, fays he, that thofe 
<* things whereof they were informed concern- 
«< ing thee, are nothing, but that thou thyfelf 
«» doft keep the law of Mofet.'' 

Accordingly, we find that St. Paul, though 
a Chriftian, fubmitud to perform thcfe Jcwifli 
ceremonies for the fpace of fcven days ; but be- 
fore the cxpiratiun of this time, the Jews of 
AiU} who knew him again, feeing him in the 
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tetnple, not only with Jews but Gentiles alfo, 
cried out, that he had polluted thp holy place, 
and laid hands upon him> drew him out of 
the temple, and carried him before the governor 
Felix : they afterwards accufed him at the judg- 
ment- feait of Feftus, whither the Jews came in 
crowds demanding bis death. But Feftus an- 
fwered them, ", It is not the manner of the 
<< Romans to deliver any man to die, before 
"<« that he which is accufed have the ^ccufers 
« face to face, and have licence to anfwer for 
« himfelf f.'' 

Tbeie words of the Roman magiftrate are 
more remarkable^ as he appears to have been no 
favourer of St. Paul, but rather to have held 
him in contempt, for^ impoied upon by the 
falfe lights of his Own reafpn^ he took him for 
aperfonbefideshinaf^Hfi nay, he exprefsly (ays, 
to him, *' Much learping hath made thee mad§.'* 
Feftus then, was entirely guided by the equity 
of the itbrn^n law, in taking under hU protec- 
tion a ftrangcr^ for whom he could have no re- 
gard. 

t Aas 25. § Ibid, 261 

Here 
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Here then wc have the word of God itfcif 
declaring, ihat the Romans were a juft people^ 
and no pcrfecutors. Befides, it was not the 
Romans who laid violent 'hands on Sr. Paul, 
but the Jews. St. James, the brother of Jefus, 
was (loned to death by order of a Sadducee Jew, 
and not by that of a Roman judge : it was the 
Jews alone who put St. Stephen to death % j 
and though St. Paul held the clothes of thofe 
who floned him, he certainly did not a£l then 
as a Roman citizen. 

The primitive Chriftians had certainly no 
caufe of complaint againft the Romans ; the 
Jews, from whom they at that time began to 



J Though the power of life and death in crimi- 
nal matters had been taken from the Jews after 
the bani/hment of Archelaus into the country of 
the y\llobroges, and that Judea had been governed 
as a province; ncvertheleft, the Romans frequent- 
ly winked at the exertion of a judicial power by 
thefe people on any particular occafion that related 
merely to thofe of their own feft ; fuch as for in- 
fiance, when in any fudden tumult, they out of 
iteal ftoned to death thepcrfon whom they thought 
guilty of blafphemy. 

fepa- 
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feparate themfeivesy were their only enemies* 
Every one knows the implacable hatred all fee- 
taries bare to thofe who quit their fe£t. There, 
doubtlefS) were feveral tumults in the fynagogues 
at Rome. Suetonius, in his life of Claudius, 
has thcfe words, Jtidaos impulfore Chrijio ajjidue 
tumultuantes Roma expulit. He is wrong in 
faying, that it was at the inftigation of Chrift 
theyraifed commotions in Rome 3 but he could 
not be acquainted with all the circumllances 
relating to a people who were held in fuch con- 
tempt at, Rome as the Jews were; and, however 
iniftaken he may have been in this particulate 
yet he is light as to the occafion of thefe com- 
motions. Suetonius wrote in the reign of A- 
drian in the fecond century, when the Chrif- 
tians were not diftinguifhed from the Jews by 
the Romans : therefore this paflage of Sueto- 
nius is a proof, that the Romans, fo far from 
oppreffing the primitive Chriftians,chaftifedthe 
Jews who perfecutcd them, being defirous 
that the Jewifli fynagogue at Rome (hould (how 
the fame indulgence to its diflenting brethren, 
as it "received itfclf from the Roman fenate : 
aiid we find from^ Dion CaiEus and Ulpian, that 
the Jews who were thus baniflied from Rome, 

E re- 
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r/Uutnei (oon tftetf and €¥€n aiuined to (e¥tni 
hanoutn an4 dif/^ttiUft^ notwUhftarutin^C ^^^ 
lawi whkhi^xdaikd them ihereftinn %* (^*n H; 
be Micvcdf thaic afurrcheddiruAiofi afjtrufs^ 
ten, the empcr^r^ wowM have Uzitd the Jewt 
with flt^ir hvouf^f and have periecuted and put 
todenfb the Chfifliant, whom tbejr looked upon 
t» a £i;£t of the Jew* I 

Nero 11 raid to have 1>een a great perfe- 
cotor of the Chriftian*, Miit 1 Vitui telU us 
that they were actufcd with having kt fire to 
the < iry of Romfi and were thereupon given 
wp to rhe refcntm^^nt of the p/pulate. But had 
re)i;/ion any tbinfj <o do in thU charge ? No, 
r^ruinly. We might a« well fay, fhat the 
Chincfr, whom the Dutch murdered a fctv 
year* afro in Kitavia, wr;re fliup^^htcrcd on ^c* 
rount of their rcli^/ion ? Ar.d nothing Ijuc a 
flfon;^ defire to deceive ourrclve«> ran poffibly 
make u« attribute to pcrfecuiion the fu/Teringy 
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of a few half- Jews and halfXhriftians under 
Nero t* 



't Tacitus's words are : ^os ftrfiagltia invffis 
nfulgus Chriftianos ap fellah at. 

It IS hardly probable that the name of ChrifUaa 
was already known in Rome ; Tacitus wrote in 
the reigns of the emperors Vefpafian and Doxni- 
tian ; and he fpeaks of the Chriftians in the man- 
ner that it w^s cuflomary in his time. And hert 
I muft venture to afTert, that the words Odh bumafti 
generit c$ftvi^i, may equally well be rendered »>- 
greeable to the flile of this writer, Conviaid if 
being hated by mankind 9 as conviSed of hating xdl 
mankind* 

And'indeed, what was tlie employment of theie 
£rfl miflionaries at Rome ? They laboured to gaia 
a few profdytes, by preaching up a pure and fim* 
pie moral doflrine ; the humility of their heartf, 
and the modefly of their mannersi were equal to 
the lowlinefs of their condition and circumftances* 
Having been fo lately feparated from the Jews, 
they were hardly known in' the world as a different 
fedl ; how then coold they be hated by, or Convia- 
E 2 cd 
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«dof htcmg aliinankindy to whom they were it 
M manner unknown ? 

The Roman Catholics have been accufed as the 
incendiaries of the city of London in the year 16669 
but not till they had firft occaiioned civil wars on 
account of religion ; and that feveral of that faith« 
though unworthy to be fo, had been legally coa« 
Vidted of the Gunpowder-Plot. 

. Bat furely the caie of the primitive Chriftians 
10 the time of Nero wu very different. It is no 
^y matter to clear up the obfcurities of hi/lory. 
Even Tacitus himfelf fays nothing that can a^rd 
a reafon tofjfpefi Nero of having fet Are to Rome; 
iuad we might, with a greater appearance of pro* 
bability, charge Charles H. with having lighted 
up the flames that laid London in a/hcs, in re- 
venge for the blood of his father, that had been 
fo lately (hed upon the fcajffbld, to fatisfy a rebel- 
lious people who thirfted for that blood. Charles 
had at lead fome excufe for fuch an aflion ; where- 
lis, Nero had neither excufe, pretence, or intcreft 
*fbr the deed attributed to him. Reports of this 
lund have been common in every country among 

the 
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the populace, and even oar own times have furnifti-' 
ed us with foxne equal]/ falfe and ridiculous* ' 



Tacitus, who was fo well acquainted with the 
difpodtion of princes, could not have been a ftran-^ 
-ger to that of the common people, who are ever 
vain, inconftant, and violent in the opinions they 
adopt, incapable of difcerning truth from falfhood, 
and ready to believe,, aflert, and forget every 
thing. 

Philo fays, " That Sejanus perfecuted the Jcw» 
•« under Tiberius, but that after the death of Seja- 
** nus, the emperor reinftated them in all theip 
•* privileges." One of which was, that of being 
denizens of Rome, notwithftanding the cojitempt 
they were held in by the Romans. As fuch they 
had a fhare in the diilribution of corn, and when« 
ever fuch diflribution happened to be made on the 
day that was their fabbath, the portion allotted them 
was put by till the next day : this indulgence might 
probably be granted them in favour of the great 
fums of money with which they furniihed the ftatc; 
£9r they have purchafed toleration in ^very coun- 
try at a pretty high rate, though, it muft be con* 
lefTed, that they have foon found means to xe^ 
ifliburfe themfelves* 

E 3. Tlut- 
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Tbil padkge of PbiloN clearly expltini one In^ 
Tacitus, where he ray«, '• That foor thoararui 
'* Jcive or EgyptUtif v/ere banished to Sarainia* 
wher<»,if they had all pcriflurd, through the badne ff 
** of the climate, it would have been no great 
** JoA/' m damnum. 



Before I clofe thi« note, I ftiall olifcrve, that 
Pbiio fpcak$ of Tibcrim aa -a wife and jufi |,fincc, 
I am very ready to believe that he was f**, only 
where the b<;in^ fuch v/a* agreeable to hi > iniercrt; 
bue the good cbarader given him here by I'hilo, 
m^kt^ me at the fame time greatly fufpeA the truth 
of thcfc terrible crimei, with which Tacitui and 
Snetoniue reproach him. Nor can I think it like- 
ly, thi^c an infirm old man of fevency, would have 
retired into the ifland of Caprea, to indulge him- 
fflf in the uninterrupted exercife of a reAned de- 
bauchery, which appears to be hardly natural, and 
wai, even in thofe dayi of licentioufnef», unknown 
to the mod abandoned of the Roman youth. Nei- 
ther Tacituf nor Suetontui were acquainted with 
chat emperor ( but took thefc Aorie» upon the cre- 
dit of vulgar report*} O^laviu* and Tiberiui Ca?. 
far, and their fucceflbn, had been juftly detedcd 
for reigning over a frte people without their con- 
ftnt. All hiftoriani have taken a delight in bcfpat* 
Urtng their charaften, and the world hai taken 

them. 
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them upon their i^ords for want of authentic 
memorials or chronicles in thofe times. Befides, 
as thefe writers do not quote any authority for what 
they advance, who could contradidl them ? They 
blackened whom they pleafed, and wantonly di- 
crdlcd the judgment of poftcrity. The wife 
and' impartial reader will, however, readily pcf^ 
ceive, how far the veracity of hiftorians is to be de- 
pended on, and what degree of credit is due to 
public fadtsatteiled by authors of reputation, born 
in a learned and enlightened nation, as well as 
what bounds to fet to our belief of anecdotes* 
when related by thefe fame authors, without any 
authority to fupport them. 



E+ CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of Marty Rs, 

SEV£RA;L Chriftians afterwards fufTered 
martyrdom ; it it not eafy to fay on what 
particular account they were condemned; but I 
can venture to aflcrt, that none fuffered under 
the firft CaefarS) merely on the account of reli- 
gion, for they tolerated all beliefs ; therefore, 
why fhould they feck out and profecutc an ob- 
licurcpcople, who had a worfhip peculiar to thcm« 
fclves, at the time they licenfcd all others ? 

The emperors Titus, Trajan, Antoninus, and 
Decius, were not barbarians : how then can 
we imagine, that they would have deprived the 
Chrifiians alone of that liberty, with which they 
indulged every other nation; or, that they 
would even have troubled them for having con- 
cealed myfteries, while the worfliippers of Ifis, 
Mithra, and the Goddefs of AflTyria, whofe 
rites were all of them equally unknown to the 
Romans, were fufTered to perform them with- 
out hindrance ? Certainly, the pcrfecutions the 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians fufFered, muft have arifen from other 
caufes, and from fome private pique, enforced* 
by reafons of ftate. 

For inftance, when St Laurence refiifed to 
deliver to Corneh'us Secularius, the Roman 
prefeft, the money belonging to the Chriftians 
which he had in his cuftody ; was it not very 
natural for the prefect and the emperor to be 
incenfed at this refufal ? They did not know 
that St. Laurence had diftributed this money 
among the poor, in a£t8 Of 'charity and benevo^ 
Icncc J therefore they conftdered him only as a 
refractory perfon, and puniflied him accord* 
ingly *. 



^ Wc mod certainly have a proper deference /or 
whatever the holy church has made the obje^s of 
our reverence j accordingly, we invoke the blcfled' 
martyrs : but at the fame time that we pay St. 
Laurence all due rerpedl> may wc not be permitted 
to doubt that St. Sixtus faid to him, «« You will. 
<« follow me in three days.'* That, during this 
fhort interval, the prefeft of Rome made him de- 
mand a funi of money of the Chrifiians ; thiit Lau- 
rence had time to afTemblc all the poor people in 
that city j that he walked before the prefea, to 
E 5 fliew 
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Again, let ui confider the martyrdom of Sd 
Polyeudles. Can- he be faid to have rufTered 
on account of religion only ? He enters a tern- 
plcy where the people are employed in offering 
thanfgivings to their Godi, on account of the 
victory gained by the emperor Deciuf ; he in* 
fultf the prien«« and overturns and brclcs in 
pieces the altar and ftatues : is there a country 
in the world where fo grofs an infult would havo 
been paflcd over? The Chridian who publicly 
tore the ediA of the emperor Dioclerian,andby 
that a£l brought on the great perfecution againft- 



ftievv him the place where they were afTembled ; 
chat he was afeerwardf tried and condemned to 
the torture ; that the prefedl ordered the fmith to 
make a grid' iron Urge enough to broil a man 
upon ; that the principal magidrate of RomeafCd- 
ed in perfon at thif Arange execution ; and la(lly» 
that St. Laurence, while upon the grid«iron» called 
f out to him» '* I am done enough on this ftdc, let 
*• them turn me on the other, if you have a mind 
** to eat me/' Thi» fame grid-icon feem* to havo 
very little of the Roman geniuft in it ; :md Ucfida, 
how happens it that we do not find a word of thi* . 
^ry in any of tite heathen writers f 

hia 
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his brethren In the two laft years of this prince's 
reign, had not, Airely, a zeal according to know- 
ledge, but was the unhappy caufe of all the dif- 
afters that befel bis party. This Inconfiderate 
zeal, which was often breaking forth, and was 
condemned even by feveralof the fathers of the 
church, was probably the occafion of all thofe 
perfecutibns we read of. 

Certainly, I would not make a comparifon * 
between the firft facramentarians and the primi- 
tive Chriftians ; as error (hould never be ranked 
in the fame clafs with truth : but it is well 
known, that Farrcl, the prcdeceffor of Calvin, 
did the very Cime thing at Aries, which St. 
Polyeudles had done before him in Armenia. 
The townfmcn were carrying the ftatuc of St. 
Anthony the hermit in proccflion through the 
ftreets,^ Farrel and fome of his followers in a 
fit of zeal fell upon the monks who were carry- 
ing the image, beat them, made them take to 
their heels, and, having feized upon St. An- 
thony, threw him into the river. Afluredly 
Farrel deferved death for this flagrant outrage 
upon the public peace, but he had the good 
Idck to efcape by flight. Now^ had he only 
told xbofe monks in the open ftreets that he did < 
£-6- not; 
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not believe that a raven had brought half a loaf 
to St. Anthony, nor that this hermit had had 
converfation with centaurs and fatyn, he would 
have deferved a fevere reprimand for troubling 
the public peace ; but if the night after the pro- 
ccffion^ he had quietly examined theftory in his 
own room, no one could have found any fault 
with him for it. 

But indeed can we fuppofc, that the Romans, 
after permitting the infamous Antinoiis to be 
ranked among their demi-gods,would have maf- 
facred and thrown to wild beads thofe againft 
whom they had no other caufc of reproach, than 
having peaceably worfhipcd a juft deity ? Or» 
would thofj \CTy Romans, who worfliipped a 
fupremc and all-powerful God X9 m^fter of all 



X Wc have only to open Virgil to be convinced 
that the Romans acknowledged one Supreme Being, 
the lord and maflcr of all other heavenly beings. 

<< O ! quis res hominumque de&mque 
*^ ^ternis regis imperii s, k fulmine terrcs, 
^ O pater, dhoaiinumdivftmque a:terDapote(las,&c, 

And 
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the lubordinate deifies^ and diftinguilhed by the- 
title of Deui optimus maximus ; would they, I 



And Horace expreilci himfelf Ml more Arongly: 

^ Undc nil majus gcneratur ipfo, 

*' Ncc vjgct quidquam fimile, aut fccunduxn.** 

In tho(e myderies into which almofl all the Ro* 
man yoathf were initiated, nothing elfe was fung 
bet the onity of God. See the noble hymn of 
Orpheus, and the letter of Maximus of Modarum 
to St. Auguftin, in which he fays, " That none 
*^ but fools can poffibly deny a fupreme Being/* 
Looginus, who was an heathen, writes alfo to St, 
Auguftine, " That God is one, incomprchenfible, 
«< ineffable/' Even LaAantins, who certainly can-. 
not be charged with being too indulgent, acknow«t 
ledges in his fifth book, '' That the Romans fnb- 
** jeded all the other deities to the one fupreme 
•' God;'* illosfuhjecit \3 maneifat Dto. Tertullian 
alfo in hb apology confe(Ie5» ** That the whole em- 
<' pire acknowledged one God, ruler of the worlds 
<« and infinite in power and majcfty \^^ Princifim 
mund't pirfeSls potent ia t/ majrftatis. Again, if 
we look into Plato, who taught Cicero his philo- 
fi>phy«-we (ball there find him thus t^i^ttii himfelf : 

« There 
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tiy^ have perrecuted fuch who p.rofe/Ied to wor*^ 
Ibip one only God? 

There appears lictle rea(bn to believe that 
there ever was an inquifition ereSed againft the 
Chriftians underthe Roman emperors ; I mean^ 
that they were ever judicially examined on the 
fubjeiSt of their faith ; neither do we find, that 
Jew, Syrian, Egyptian bards, Druids, or phi- 
lofophers, were ever troubled on this account* 
The primitive martyrs then, were men who op- 
pofed the worfhip cf falfe gods. But, however 
wife or pious ihcy might be in rejecting the 
belief of fuch abfurd fiilions ; if, not content 
with worfliipping the true God in fpirit and in 
truth, they offered a violent and public outrage 
to the received religion of the government under 
which they lived, however abfurd that religion 
might be ', impartiality obliges us to confefs^ 
that they thcmfelves were the fir ft pcrfecutori* 



«« There is but one God, whom we all ought to 
«• love and adore, and labour to rcfcmble him in 
<< integrity and holineft/' Epi^ctus in a dun- 
geon, and Mark Antoninus on a throne, tell us the 
fame in a hundred diHcrent palTages of their wrs- 
tings* 

Tilt* 
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TertuUian, in his apology t> fays» that the 
Chriftians were looked upon as a turbulent and 
fcditious {e€t. This accufation is doubtlefs un- 
juft ; but it fcrvcs to prove, that the civil power 
did not fet itfelf againft the Chriftians purely on 
account of their religion. In another place J 
he fays, that^the Chriftians refufed to adorn the 
doors of their houfcs with laurel branches on 
the days of public rejoicing for the vidtories of 
the emperors. Now ihisblameable particuhri* 
ty might not, without fome reafon, be taken, 
for difaftedion to the government.. 

The firft juridical aft of fever ity we find e»« 
crcifcd againft the Chriftians, was that of Do^ 
mitian ; but this extended only to baniOxment, 
which did not laft above a year : for, fays the 
author above quoted. Facile captum repreJJ{t 
njlitutis. quos ipje reUgofUiraU Laiftanti us, ib re- 
markable for his paiBonate and pompous ftile, 
acknowlcdgcsj-that from the time of Domitian. 
to that of Decius, the church continued in a 
peaceable and flourifliing condition. This 
long ti^nquilityj.fays he §, was interrupted by 



t: Chap. 394 X Chap. 35. J C.'iap. 34 
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that execrable animal Deciusi who began to* 
opprcfs the church : Poft multos annot extitit 
execrabili animal Deciui qui Vixarct ecclefiam^ 

I (hall not here enter into a difcuflion of the 
opinion of thelearnedMr. DoJwell, concerning 
the few number of martyrs ; but if the Romans 
had been fuch violent per fecutors of the Chriftian 
religion ) if their fenate had condemned fo many 
of its innocent votaries to perifh by the moft 
unheard of tortures, plunging them alive in 
boiling oil, and expofing theirwives and daugh- 
ters naked to the wild beads in the Circus ; 
how happened it, that they fuflfcred all the firft 
bifliops of Rome to live unmolefled ? St. Ireneus 
reckons only one martyr among all thefe bifliops,. 
namely, Tclefphorus, who fufFered in the year 
l39of our vulgar ara; nor have wcany pofitivc 
proof of this Tclefphorus being put to death. 
Siepbirinus governed the flock at Rome for 
eighteen years fucceflively, and died peaceably 
in the year 219. It is true, that in the antimt 
martyrologies, we find almoft all the firft popes 
ranked as martyrs ; but the word martyris there 
taken only in its original an>l true figoificacion, 
wbich'is a witnefs and not ajufftnr. 

More* 
3 
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Moreover, wc can hardly reconcile this rage 
of perfccution with the liberty granted the Chri- 
fiians^of aflembling no lefs than fifty-fix coun« 
ciU in the courfc of the three firft centuries, as 
is acknowledged by all ccclcfiaftical writers. 

That there were pcrfccutions, is doubtlcfs;. 
but if they had been as violent as rcprcfcntcd, it 
16 hardly probable that Tertullian, who wrote 
with i) much energy againfl; the edablifbcd re- 
ligion, would have been fufTered to die peace* 
ably in bis bed. It is certain, that none of the 
emperors ever read his apology, as an obicure 
work compofed in Africa, can hardly be fup- 
pofed to have come into the hands of the g6« 
vernors of the world : but then, it might have 
been (hewn to their proconfuls in Africa, and 
have drawn down their refentment upon the 
author : neverthelefs, we do not find that be 
fufTered martyrdom. 

Origen taught the ChrifVian religion publicly 
in Alexandria, and yet was not put to death for 
It. And (his very Origen himfelf, who fpoke 
with To much freedom both to the Heathens and 
the Chriftians, and who, while he taught Jefus 
to the one, denied the triple Godhead to the 

other, 
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other, exprcfbly acknowledges in his third book 
againft Celfus, *' That there were ycry kw 
" who fufFcrcd martyrdom, and ihofc at a great 
•* diftance of time from each other; notwith- 
" (landing, fays he, that the chriftians leave 
** nothing undone to make their religion gene- 
•* rally embraced j running from city to city, 
** and from town to town, to make converts."' 

Tt miifl be confefTed, that thefc continual pe* 
regrinations might readily give caufe to the 
pricfts who were their enemies, to accufe them 
of adefign to raifediilurbances; and yet wefind^. 
that thefe miflions were tolerated even among 
the Egyptians, who have ever been a turbu- 
lent, fadious, and mean people, and who tore a 
Roman to death for having killed a cat ; in a 
word, a nation at all times contemptible, what- 
ever may have been faid to the contrary by the 
admirers of pyramids f. 



t This afTertion requires to be proved. It can* 
not be denied, that from the time that hiftory fac- 
ceeded to ftdlon, the Egyptians have conftantly 
appeared a people u dailardly as they were fuper- 
fUtioits. Cambyfes made the conqueft of their 

country. 
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What perfon could do more to call down up- 
•n him the refcntmentof both ecclefiadical and 



country in a fingle battle ; Alexander gave them 
laws without flriking a ftroke, or without one of 
their cities daring to waita fiege. The Ptolemies 
fiibdued them with as little trouble ; nor did 
Odavius and Auguflus Caefar find more difficulty 
in bringing them under their obedience* Omar 
over-run all Egypt in one fingle campaign ; the 
Mammelukesy who inhabited Colcos, and the re^ 
gions of Mount Caucafus, became their mailers af- 
terwards; and it was thefe people, and not the 
Egyptians, who defeated the army of St. Lewi5> 
and took that king prifoner. At length the Ma- 
melukes having, in procefs of tim<;, become Egyp- 
tians, that is to fay, effeminate, cowardly, lazy, 
and diflipated, like the original natives of the cli^ 
mate, they were in three months time brought un- 
der the yoke of Selim I. who caufed their foldan 
to be hanged, and made their kingdom a province 
of the Turkifh empire, and fuch it will remain, 
till other barbarians may hereafter make them- 
felves maftew of it,, 

Herodotus relates, that in the. fabulous ages, a 
king of Egypt called Sefoftri«, left his country in 

order 
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civil power than St. Gregory Taumaturgos the* 
difciple of Origin i This fame St. Gregory had 



order to go and make the conqueft of the world ; 
it i» evident, that fuch a dcfign could only be 
worthy of a Don Quixote ; and not to mention 
that the name Scfoftris is not Egyptian, we may 
rank this event like many othcri of the fame date 
among the romances and fairy talcs. Nothing it 
more common among a conqucicd people than to 
tell flrangc (lories of their former grandeur; jail 
tL9,in fomc countries, certain wretched families, in 
want of the common ncccjTarics of life, pride them* 
felvcs upon being dcfcended from anticnt foye- 
reigns. The Rj^yptian priefts told Herodotof^ 
that this king, whom he called Scfoftrift, went on 
an expedition to conquer Colchis; which is much, 
the fame as if we were to fay, that a king of 
France fct out from Touraine to conquer Nor* 
way. 

It avails not that thefe ftoriet are found repeated 
in a thoufandftdifferent writers; it makes them not 
a whit more probable; it it much more natural 
to fuppofe, that the fierce and athletic inhabitants 
of mount Caucafut, of Colcos, and the other parts 
of Scythia, who fo often made incnrfiont upon^ and 

ra* 
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a vifion during the night-time, in which an old 
man appeared to him fent from God, accom« 



ravaged Afia, might have penetrated as far as 
Egypt; and although the priefls of Colcos might 
afterwards have carried back with them the form 
of circumcifion, yet that is no kind of proof that 
they were ever conquered by the Egyptians, Dio- 
4orut Siculas tells us, that all the kings that were 
conquered by Sefoftris^ came every year from their 
own kingdoms to bring him their refpedive tri. 
bntes> when Sefoflris made them draw the chariot 
an which he went in triumph to the temples of his 
gods. Thefe old womens flories we fee every 
day gravely copied by other writers ; it muft be 
coniefftdf that thefe kings were very complaifant, 
• to come every year fo far to he made hackney 
horfes of* , , 

As to their pyramids, and other monuments of 
antiquity, they prove nothing but the pride and 
bad tafte of the Egyptian princes, and the wretched 
ilavery of a weak people, who employed their 
ilrength, which was their only fifpport, in pleaiing 
the barbarous oftentation of their mailers. The 
polity of thefe people, even in thofe times which 
arc fo much cried uj, appears to have been both 

ab. 
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panted by a woman fliining with glory ; the 
firft of thtfe was Sc. John the Evangeltft^ and 



frbfurd and tyrannical : they pretended^ that the 
whole oniverTe belonged to their monarchy. It 
well became Aich an abjeft race to (ct up for con- 
querore of the world ! 

The profound learning which we find attributed 
to the Egyptian priefti ii alfo one of the moft ri- 
diculous abfurditiei in antlent hiftory, that is (o 
fay, in fable. People who pretended that in a re« 
volution of eleven thoufand years, the fun had rofe 
twice in the weft and fet twice in the eaft in begin- 
ning his courfe anew, were doubtlefs, curious aftro- 
Domers. The religion of thefeprieds, who governed 
the flate, was inferior even to that of the moft fa- 
vage people of America : every one knows that 
crricodilcs, monkies, catb, and onions, were the ob- 
jects of their adoration ; and there is not perhaps 
inthewoild fo abfurd a worHiip, excepting that 
of the great Lama. 

Their arts were as mean as their religion; there 
ii not one antient Egyptian (latuc fit to be fecn ; 
and whatever they had amongft them of any merit, 
came from Alexandria in the times of the Ptolo* 

mi€$ 
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the other the holy virgin. St. John difliated to 
him a creed, which Gregory afterwards went 
about to preach. In his way he pafled through 
Neocefarea, where the rain obliged him to ftay 
all night, and he took up his lodging near a 
temple famous for its oracles. Here he made 
feveral figns of. the crofs. The high-prieft 
coming the next morning into the temple was 
furprlfed to find, that the oracle did not give its 
anfwer arS ufual j upon which he invoked the 



mics and Caefars, and was the works of Grecian 
artifts :' nay, they were even obliged to fend to 
Greece for mailers to teach them geometry. 

The illuflrious BofTuet, in his difcourfe upon 
univerfal hiftory, dedicated to the fon of Lewis the . 
FouKteeathj runs wild in his encomiums upon the 
merits of the Egyptians ; this may dazzle the un« 
dcrflanding of a young prince, but will never fatif- 
fy men of learning. This produftion is a very fine 
piece of eloquence; but an hiflorian ought to be 
more of the philofopher than sthe orator. The re- 
flexions here offered concerning the Egyptians 
are merely conjedural ; for by what other name 
can we call any thing that is faid concerning an- 
tiquity? 

fpirlts 
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fpirits of the place, who appearing, told him, 
.that they could no longer inhabit that manfion, 
as St. Gregory had paiTed a night there, and had 
madefigns of the crofs; upon which the high* 
prieft caufed Gregory to be feized, who gave 
him to underftand, that he could drive out or 
caufe to enter the familiar fpirits wherever he 
plcafed: iffo, faid the high- priefl, pray fend 
them back here again; then St. Gregory tearing 
a leaf from a little book be held in his hand, 
wrote thcfc words upon it;" Gregory toSatan,! 
« * command thee to enter again in to this temple ;" 
the paper being laid upon the altar, the dannons 
in obedience to the faint's mandate, gave their 
oracles that day as ufual i a^'ter which they re- 
mained filent. 

This ftory is related by St. Gregory of Nyfla 
in his life of St. Gregory Taumaturgos. Cer- 
tainly, the idolatrous pricfts had great rcafon to 
be offended with St. Gregory, and might have 
delivered him over to the fecular power, as one 
who was their grcatcft enemy ; and yet we do 
not find that they offered him any hurt. 



Treatise upon Toleration* 57. 

Thchiftory ofSt. Cyprian informs us, that 
be was the firft bifhop ef Carthage whofufFered 
martydom ; this was Anno Dom. 258. co'^f''- 
quently no biihop of Carthage had been put :.'. 
death on account of religion for a great lengur 
of time. The hiftory of this faint does not in- 
form us what charge was brought againft hm, 
who were his enemies, or how he incurred the 
difpleafure of the proconfu! of Africa. We find 
St. Cyprian thus writing to Cornelius, bifbop 
of Rome, ^* There has been a tumult of ihe 
•* people lately at Carthage, in which it was 
•• twice propofed to throw me to the lions." It 
might poffibly happen, that the blind refentment 
of the people of Carthage did at length caufe 
Cyprian to be put to death ; for, certainly, he 
was never condemned to fufFer for bis religion 
by the emperor Gallus, who lived at fo great a 
diftance,and, moreover, permitted Cornelius to 
cxcrcifc his cpifcopdl fundion under his very 
eye. 

So many and various are the hidden caufes 

that are frequently blended with the apparent 

one, in the perfecution of an individual, that it 

is hardly poffible for pofterity to difcovcr the 

F true 
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true liMirce of the mit fortunes that befal even 
the moft confiderabic perfonagcf^ much leA 
that of the fufFeringt of a private peribn, hardly 
known to any but tbofe of hi** own (e£t. 

And here let it be obferved, that Sc. Oregory 
TaumauturgofyandSr.DenitybifhopofAlexan* 
dria, who were both corrmporariet with St. 
Cyprian, neither of them fuffered any perfecu- 
tion. How then happened itf that being cer* 
tainly a» well known at the bifliop of Carthage, 
they were fuffered to live unmolcftcd, while be 
WM delivered over to punilhment ? May we not 
fairly infer, that the one fell a vifitm to per* 
Ibnal and powerful enemiei, either in confe- 
quence of a malicious accufation, or from rea* 
fons of ftate, which frequently interfere in reli- 
gious matters, while the other had the good 
fortune to efcape the dcfigns of wicked men I 

We cannot wiih any degree of probability 
fu|)pofe, that the charge of l>cing a Chriftiaa 
was the only caufc of St. Ignatius being put to 
deitht under thejuftand merci'ul Trajan, fmce 
wc find that feveral of his own religion were 
fuffered to accompany and miniffer comfort to 
him on his way to Rome f. There had been 

f TLo' v/e do not prefume to doubt the fuflcr* 

ing 
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frequent feditions in Antioch, a city remarkable 
for the turbulent dtfpofition of its inhabitants | 



ingofSt. Ignatius; yet, can any man of common 
nnderftandingy who reads the account of his mar- 
tyrdom, prevent fome doubts from riiing in his 
mindi The unknown author of this narrative iays» 
that *< Trajan thought his glory would not be 
** complete, unle(s he fubjedted the God of the 
** ChrilUans to his obedience/' What a thought I 
Was Trajan that kind of, man who would de£re to 
triumph over the Gods ? The emperor is faid to 
have thus accofted Ignatius when he was brought 
brfpre him, ** Who art thoui unclean fpirit ?" It 
is very unlikely that an emperor would have dif* 
courfed with a prifoner, or have paiTed fentence 
upon him himfelf; it is not cuHomary for fovereign 
princes to do fo. Trajan might poflibly caufd Ig« 
iiatius to be brought before him, but he would not 
fay fb him, " Who art thou ?" iince he knew very 
well who he was. And as to the term uncUoM 
J^irity could it poflibly have been ufed by fuch a 
man as Trajan ? Is it not evident, that this is an 
cxpreflion ufed in exorcifing, and put by a Chrif- 
tian into the emperor's mouth? Good heavens^' 
what a ftile for Trajan. 

F 2 Can 
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kef e Ignatius privately aded as bi(hop over the 

^hrifiians: it might happen that romeofthefedif- 



Can we imagine that Ignatius anrweredhim, that 
he was called Theophorus, becaufc he carried Jefus 
HI his heart, and that Trajan entered into a long 
converfation with him concerning Chrift ? They 
xnake Trajan fay at the end of this conference, 
«* We command that Ignatius, who glories in car* 
** rying within him the crucified man, be thrown 
** into prifon loaded with chains, 8cc,** A fophifl, 
« foe to ChiifUanity, might call Jefus Chrift thg 
€rtieijted rian ; but it is hardly probable, that fuch 
a term would have been ufed in a decree. The 
punilhment of the crofs was fo common among 
the Romans, that they could not in their law-flile 
think of didinguifhing by the words crucified roan 
the objefl ofthcChriftians worihip; nor is it in this 
manner that the laws or the emperors pronounced 
fentence. 

They afterwards make Ignatius write a long 
letter to the Chridians of Rome ; *< I write to you,'* 
fays he, *^ though loaded with chains/' Certain* 
Uinly, if he was allowed to write to the Chridiaas 
of Rome, thcfe Chridians were not confidered as 
the obje£b of perfecotioo ; confequently, Trajan 

could 
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turbances being malicioufly imputed to the iiv- 



could have no defign to fubjefl their God to hid 
obedience: or; on the other hand, if thefe Chri- 
ftians were adlually liable to perfecution, Ignatius 
was guilty of very great imprudence in regard 
to them ; fince this was betraying them to their 
enemies, and making himfcif an informer againft 
them. 

Surely thofe who had the compiling of thefe 
fa£ls, ought to have had greater regard to proba^ 
bility and the circumftances of tht limes. The 
martyrdom of -St. Polycarpus alio occa/ions fome 
doubts. It r& faid chat a Voice c^led to him ftom 
heaven, faying, •* Courage, Polycarpus!" that this 
voice was diftindly heard by the Chriftians, but 
by no other of the. attendants : we are told alfo^ 
that when Polycarpus was tied to the fiake, and 
the. fire lighted round him, that the flames parted 
iafunder, and adove flew out from the midft of 
them ; and that this faint, to whom the fire fliowed 
fo much refped, exhaled an aromatic odour that 
perfume4 the^ whole afl*embly : neverthelefs, he^ 
who the &rc dare not to approach, ipould not refift 
the edge of the fword. Surely we may hope for 
pardon, if we difcover more piety than truth in 
thefe relations. 

F 2 nocent 
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nocent Chriftians, had occafianed the govern-- 
mcnt to take cognizance of them ; and that the 
judge might have been miftaken, as it ofien 
happens. 

St. Simeon, for example, was accufed before 
king Sapor of being a fpy to the Romans. The 
htftory of his martyrdom tells us, that Sapor 
propofed to him to wor(hip the fun ; whereas 
every one knows, that the Pcrfians paid no di- 
vine honours to that planet, but only confidered 
it as an emblem jof the good principle, the Oraf- 
mades, or Sovereign Creator^ whom they aH 
adored* 

Any one of ibeleaft tolerating fpirit, cannot 
help his indignation from rifing againft thofc 
writers, who accufed Dioclefian of perfecuting 
(he Cbriftians after his acceiBon to the empire ; 
Here we need only refer toEufebius of Cefarea, 
whofe fefttmony certainly cannot be rcjeded. 
the favourite, the panegyrift of Conftantine,and 
the declared enemy of the emperors his prede- 
ceflbrs, is certainly entitled to our credit when 
Jie juftifies tbofe very emperors. The following 
are his own wards t : 



t Hift. Scdcfiafi. lib. viii. 

«Tbc 
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<* The emperors bad for a long time givea 
** the Cbriftians great marks of their favour and 
*^ benevolence J they had intrufted them with 
** the care of whole provinces ; many of theoL 
** lived wichin the imperial palace ; and fome 
** of the emperors even married Chriftian 
** women : Diodefian in particular, efpoufed 
** Prifla, wbofe daughter was wife to Maximia* 
«* nus Gallerius, &c." 

Let this authentic teftimony make us cau- 
tious how we give too readily into calumny; 
and from hence let any impartial perfon judge, 
if the perfecution raifed by Gallerius, after nine* 
teen years of continued clemency and favour 
to the Chriftians, muft not bavebeen occafion« 
cd by fome intrigues with which %vc are at 
prefent unacquainted. 

From hence alio, we may penrtive the al>* 
iiirdity of that fabulous ftory of the Theban 1^ 
gion, (aid to have been all maflacred for their 
religion. Can any thing be more ridiculous 
than to make this legion be brought from Afin 
by the great St. Barnard? It is altogether 
impoffible that this legion Ihould have been 
fent for from Afia to quiet a tumult in Gaul, a 
jear after that tumult wa& fuppiefled^ and not 
F4 kit 
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left foy that fix thoufand foot and feven hundred 
horfe-nien ihould have fufFered tbemfelves to 
h:tve been all murdered in a place where two 
hundred men only might have kept ofFa whole 
army. The account of this pretended butchery 
is introduced with all the marks of impofture: 
•* When the earth groaned under the tyranny 
** of Dioclcfian, heaven was peopled with 
•• martyrs." Now, this event, fuch as it is re- 
lated, is fiippofcd to have happened in 286, the 
very time in which Dioclcfian mod favoured 
the Chriftianf, and that the Roman empire was 
in a date of the greareft tranquility. But to 
cut (hort this matter at once, no fuch legion as 
the Theban ever cxiftcd : the Romans were 
both too haughty and too wife to form a corps 
of thofe Egyptians, who ferved only as flaves in 
Rome, f^erna Canopi : vft may as well fuppofe 
them to have had a Jewi(h legion. We have 
the names of two and thirty legions that 
formed the principal military force of the Ro- 
man enrptre : and it is very certain, the Theban 
legion IS not be found among them. In a word, 
we may rank this ftory with the acroftic verfcs 
of the Sybils, which are faiJ to have foretold 
the miracles wrought by Jefus Chrid, and with 
many other like fpurlous productions, which 
Jslfe seal has trumped up to impofe upon 
credulity. CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Danger of FAtsB Legends ami 
Persecution. 

« 

MANKIND have been too long impofed 
upon by falfhood : it is therefore time 
that we fhould come to the knowledge of the 
few truths that can be diftinguifhed from 
amidft the clouds of fidtion which cover the 
Roman Hiftory from the times of Tacitus and 
Suetonius, and with which the annals of the 
other nations of antiquity have almofi always 
been obfcured'. 

Can any one, for example, believe that the- 
Romans, a grave and modeft people, couldjiave 
condemned Chriftian virgins, the children of 
perfons of the firft quality, to common profK* 
tutton ? This is aflurcdly very inconiiftent with 
the noble aufterity of that nation, from whom 
we received our laws, and who puniflied fo ri» 
goroufly the leaft tranfgreffion of chaftfty in 
their vcftals. Thefe fhameful ftories may in-v 
deed be found in the ASfes Jmceres of Ruinarr; 
F 5 . Eut^ 
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But (hould we believe thofe a£h before the zds 
of the Apoftlcs ? The J^es Sinarts tell us from 
Bollahdus, that.thei^ wetre it the city of An- 
cira feven Chriftian virgins, each of them up« 
fevards of feventy, whom the governor Theo>* 
deSes ordered to be deflowered by the young 
men of the place ; but thefe poor maidens hav- 
ing efcaped this difafter (as indeed there was 
great reafon they fhould), he compelled them 
to affift ftark naked at the myderiet of Diana, 
at which, by the way, no one ever aflifteJ but 
in a veil. St. Theodotus, who, though indeed 
nothing more than an inn-keeper, was^ not the 
}efs pious for that, befought God devoutly that 
he would be pleafcd to take away the lives of 
thefe holy maidens, left they (hould yield to 
temptation. God heard his prayer. The go- 
vernor ordered them' all to be thrown into a 
lake with a ftone about their neck ; immedi* 
ately after which they appeared to Theodotus,, 
and begged of bim, ^^ that he would not fuiFer 
^< their bodies to be devoured by the fiOies.*^ 
Thefe, it feems, were their own words. 

Hereupon the inn-keeper faint, and fome of 
his companions, went in the night-time to the 
&de of the lake, which was guarded by a party 

of 
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of foldiers, a heavenly torch going all the way 
before, to light them. When they came to the 
place where the guards were pofted^ they faw a 
Heavenly horieman armed cap>a-pee, with 
a launce in his hand, who fell upon the foldiers 
and difperfed them, while St. Theodotus drew 
the deaJ bodies of the virgins out of the water< 
He was afterwards carried before the governor,, 
who^ ordered his head to be ftruck ofF, without 
the heavenly horfeman interfering to prevent 
k. However difpofed we may be to pay all due 
reverence to the true martyrs of our holy reli** 
gion, we mufl confefs it it very hard to believe 
tfie ftory of Bollandus and Buinart- 

Need I add' to this the legend of young St*. 
Romanus ? Eufebius tells us, that havingbeea 
condemned to be burnt) be was accordingly 
thrown into the fire, when fome Jewt^ who 
were prefent, made a mode of Jefus Chrift, 
who fuiFered his followers to be burnt when 
God had delivered Shadrac, Mefchec,. and A- 
bednego out of the firy f u r nace*. No fooner had 
the Jews uttered this blafphemy,. than they be- 
held St« Romanus walking triumphant and un* 
hurt from forth the flaming pile : this being re- 
Doried to the emperor, he gave orders for his^ 
F 6- being 
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being pardoned, telling chejudgethathewoulcf 
no( have an affair upon his hands with God» 
(a ftrangeexpreffion for Dioclcfian !) Thejudge, 
however,, notwithflanding the empeior's clc* 
mency, ordered St. Romanus to have his tongue 
cut out i and, though he had executioners ac 
hand, commanded the operation to be perforoi* 
ed by a furgeon. Young Romanus, who had 
from his birth laboured under on impediment 
of fpeecb, no fooner loft his tongue than he 
fpoke diftinAly and with great volubility. Up* 
on this, the furgeon received a ftvcre reprimand ; 
when, in order to (how that he had performed 
his opcT2iiion,fecumlt4martem J he laid hold of a 
man who was going by, from whom he cut 
juft the fame portion of tongue, as he had dono 
from Si. Romanus, of which the patient inftant* 
ly died, for, adds our author very learnedly, 
** Anatomy teaches us, that a man cannot live 
** without his tongue." If Eufebius did really 
write fuch (lu(F, and it has not been added by 
fomc oihcr hand, what degree of credit can we 
give to his hiftory ? 

We have the relation of the martyrdom of 
St. Felicity and her fcvcn childreni who are Uii 

ta 
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fo have been condemned to death by' the wife 
and pious Antoninus, but without giving us the 
author's name ; who, moft probably, pofleiTcd 
of more zeal than veracity, had a mind to imi* 
fate the hiftory of the Maccabees. He begins 
bis relation in the following manner : ** St. 
•* Felicity was by birth a Roman, and Kved in 
•* the refgnof Antcn'nus:" it is clear by theft 
words, that the author did not live at the fiimc' 
time with St. Felicity, fle fays, that they were? 
judged before the pretor in the Campus Mar- 
tius : whereas the Roman prefe£l*s tribunaF 
was not in the Campus Martius, bur in the ca- 
pitol ; for, although the Comitii)iad been held 
there formerly, yet at this time it was ufed only 
as a place for reviewing the foldiers, for chariot- 
races, and for military games : this alone is fuf: 
iicient to deteit the fi£lion. 

The author adds furthermore, that after fcn^ 
tcnce was paffed, the emperor committed the 
care of feeing it executed to different judges j a 
circumilancc which is entirely repugnant to the 
ufual forms in thofe times, and in every othcn 

We alfo read of St. Hypolitus, who is faiJ to 
hav.e been drawn in pieces by hgrfe?, as was 

Kypo*. 
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Hypolitin the fon of Thefeas. But a punifli-» 
ment of this kind was not kaown among the 
ancient Roonans i and this fabulous flory took 
' ita rife wholly from the fifailkude of names. 

And here we may male one obfervadonv 
ibat in the multitudeof martyrdogtestCompof? 
cd wholly by the Chriftians themfelves, we al* 
moft always read of a great ncmibcr of them 
coming of their own accord into the prifon of 
iheir condemned brother, following him to ex* 
ccution, faving the blood as i| flows from him^^ 
doing the fepulchral rices to his dead body, and 
performing miracles with his relics. ,Now, if 
the perfecution was levelled only at the religron^. 
would not the authors of it have defh-oyed 
thofe who thus openfy declared themfelvcs- 
Chriftians, adminiilered comfort and afEflance 
to their brethren under lentence, and were, 
moreover, charged with working enchantments 
with thetf inanimate remains ^ would they not 
have treated th«m as we have treated fcveral 
diflFcrenc kSts of protcfianis, whom we have 
butchered and btirntby hundreds, withoutdiftinc* 
tion of age or fex ? Is there amongft all the au- 
thenticated accounts of the antient perfecu- 
tions a fingle inftance like that of St. Bar- 
tholomew, and the maffacre in IrchnJ? Is 

there 

a 
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there one that comes near to the annual feftivaU 
which is ftill celebrate^ at Touloufe, and 
which. for its cruelty^ defer^es to be for ever 
aboliflicd, where a whole city goes in pro* 
ceffion to return thanks to God, and felicitate 
each other, for having, two hundred years ago» 
maffacred upwards of four thoufand of their 
fellow fuljf as? 

' With horror I iay it^ but k is an undoubted 
truth, that we, who call ourfelves Chriftiansy 
have been perfecutors, executioners, and allaf- 
fins ! And of whom ? Of our own brethren : it 
is we who have razed an hundred towns ta 
their foundations with the cruci&t or bible ia 
our hands, and who have continually perfevered 
in (bedding torrents of blood, and lighting the 
fires of perfecution, from the reign <rf Conftaui- 
tine to the time of the religious horrors of the 
canibals who inhabited the Cevennes; horrors* 
which, praifed be God,, no longer exift, 

Lideed we ftill fee at times fome miferahle 
wretches of the more diAant provinces fent to 
the gallows on account of religion : fince the 
yeas 1745) eight pcrfons have been banged of 
tbofe called predicants or minifters of the 
jjorpel^ whofe only crime wifs that of having 

pcayed 
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prayed to God for their king in bad French ; 
•hd giving a drop of wine, and a morfel of lea- 
vened bread, to a'few ignorant peafants. No- 
thing of all this is known at Paris, where 
pleafure engrofles the whole attention, and 
where they are ignorant of every thing that 
pafles, not only in foreign kingdoms, but even 
in the more diftant parts of their own. The 
trials in thefe cafes frequently take up lefs time 
than is ufed to condemn a deferter. The king 
wants only to be informed of this, and he 
would certainly extend his mercy on fuch oc- 
cafions. 

Wc do not find that the Roman Catholic 
pi ids are treated in this manner in any protc(b- 
ant country : there arc above ahundred of them, 
both in England and Ireland, publickly known 
to be fuch, and who have yet been fuffcrcd to 
live peaceable and unmolcftcd, even during the 
lad war. 

Shall we then always be the laft to adopt the 
wholefome fentiments of other nations ? They 
have correfled their errors, when (hall we cor- 
reft ours ? It has required fixty years to make 
us receive the demondrations of the great New- 
ton I we have but juft begun to dare to fave the 

Uvea 
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ifiaflacrcd a great number of Hugonots, and the 
Hugonots in their turn have murdered a great 
number of Catholics, therefore there is no 
God : that certain bad men have made ufc of 
confcffion, the holy communion, and all the 
other facramcnts, as a means for p«?rpetrating 
the moft atrocious crimt-s, and therefore there 
is no God. For my part, I, on the contrary, 
fliould conclude fi om hence, that there is a 
God, who after this trai.fitory life, in which 
we have wandered fo far fiom the true know- 
ledge of him, and have feen fo many crimes 
committed under the fan£lion of bis holy name, 
will at length deign to comfort us for the many 
dreadful calamities we have fuffered in this life-; 
for if weconfider the many religious wars, and 
the forty papal fchifms^'-which have almoft all 
of them been bloody ; if we refled upon the 
multitude of impoftures, which have almoft all 
proved fatal ; the irreconcileable animofities 
excited by difFerences in opinions, and the 
numberleft evils occafioned by falfe zeal ; I 
caiinot but believe that men have for a long 
, . tone had their hell in this world. 
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The ill Confiqucnces of Nos-toleratiow. 

WHAT then, it may be demanded, fliall 
every one be allowed to believe only 
his own reafon, and to think t!)ut that rcafon, 
whether true or falff, (hould be the guide of 
his adlions? Yes, certair.ly, provided be does 
not difturb the peace of community ; for man 
has it not in his power to believe or diibe- 
lieve * i but he has it in his power to pay a 
proper rc([fcA to thccAabliftied cuftomsof his 
country ; and if we fay that it is a crime not to 
believe in the eftablifhcd religion, weourfelves 
condemn the primitive Chrifii^ns our fore- 
fathers, and juftify thofe whom we accuic of 
having put them to death. 

I( may be rcpllod, that the difiarnce here is 
very great, betaufe all other religions are of 
men, whereas the Catholic, Apoftolic and Ro- 
man church is of God alone. But let me fe- 
rioufly aflc, Whither the divine origin of our 



See Mr. Lock*i excellent Ictur upon toleration. 
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reKgion is a reafon for eftablifliing it by ha- 
tred, rage, banifhment, confifcation of goods, 
imprifonment, torture, and murder, and by 
folemn afls of thankfgiving to the Deity for 
/iich outrages ? The more aiTured we arc of 
the divine authority of the Chriftian religion, 
the lefs does it become weak man to enforce 
the obfervance of it : if it is truly of God, God 
will fupport it without his afliftance. Perfe- 
cutlon never makes any but hypocrites or re- 
bels ; a (hocking alternative ! Befides, ought 
we to endeavour to eftablifh, by the bloody 
band of the executioner, the religion of that 
God'who fell by fuch hands, and who, while 
on earth, taught only mercy and foibearance ? 

And here let us confider a while the dread- 
ful con fequences of the right of non-toleration ; 
if it was permitted us to ftrip of his poffeffions, 
to throw into prifon, or to takeaway the life 
of a fellow-creature, who, born under a certain 
degree of latitude-, did not profefs the generally 
received religion of that latitude, what is there 
would exempt the principal perfons of the ftate 
from falling under the like punilhments ? Re- 
ligion equally binds the monarch and the beg* 
gar. Accordingly, we know that upwards of 
fifcy doftors or monks have maintained this ex- 
ecrable 
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ccrtble io£bifi€f That it wm Itwful to dcpofci 
or even to kill, fucb princet who did iUK agree 
with the eftablifhed church i and we alfo know, 
that the feveral parliamentir of the kingdom 
have on every occafion condemned thefe abo- 
minable decifiont of flill more abominable di^ 
vines f. 



t The jcfuit Buieminium, and hif comMentalOf 
the JeTuit La Croix, telU ut, tbat it ** ii lawfvl to 
** Icill any prince cxcommunlcaced by the pope, of 
*' iviiat/bcvcr country, brcaufie the ii^hole world 
** belongs u> the pope ; and that whoever accepu 
'^ of, or executes Tuch conimifllon doci a mcrimri- 
** 6US and chariublc ntl" U i» thii maxim which 
r«em« to iiave b«co invtiued in tiic inad-houfci of 
hell, that ha& sdmoft (lirrcd up nil France againft 
ihc jefuita, who are now more chain tvtr reproai li- 
ed (or thin do£lrin«, which they have fo ofcrn 
preached upf and ai often diftvowrJ. 'J'bey have 
endeavoured w juAify chemrdveft by produring 
nearly the fjime maxim* in the wrtcingi of St. 
I'homa* D'Acquina» uud fcverai Domifticarik (• 
It i» true indeed, that thi« ^t. 'i'hoin&t, the angelic 
Doctor and Interpreter oltiic Uivine Will, advan- 

} Pcrutc, U yr/u ciA ftet if, ikc Icur of 4 Uymin to • divine 
M i%M ruLjc^t yf hi, Thomit^ • Jcfuitkfl pUmiiltlci f utlidcd 
In lyti, 

ce*. 
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The blood of Henry the Great was ftill reek* 
ing on the fword of his murderer, when the 



ces, that an apodate prince lofes his right to the 

crown* and forfeits the obedience due to him from 

his fubjeds f : that the church may condemn him 

to death : that the emperor Julian was permitted 

to reign only, becanfe he was too powerful to be 

refilled : that we ought to kill every heretick X : 

that thofe who deliver a people from the govern- 

jncnt of a tyrannical prince, &c. Sec. Wc have, 

doubtleify a great refped for the angel of the 

ichools ; but if he had preached up fuch maxims 

in France at the time of his brother Jame3 Clement, 

and the mendicant Ravaillac, his angelical do£lor« 

ihtp would have met with but a fcurvy recep- 

tiOB. 

It muft be confefled, that John Gerfon, chancel- 
lor of the univcrfity, carried the matter yet farther 
than St. Thomas; and John Pettit, the Francifcan, 
ftill farther than Gerfon. Several of the order 
oi>enly maintained the deteHable maxims of their 
brother Pettit. It mull be acknowledged, that 
this hcUiihdoarinc of king-killing proceeds whol- 
• ly from the ridiculous notion which has fo long 

• Lib. ii. partil. ^ucftion x*. t Ibid. Qweft. ii and i». 

pre. 
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parliament of Paris ifliied an arret to e(bblt(h 
the independance of the crown as a fundamen- 
tal law ; whilft cardinal du Perron, who owed 
his elevation to that prince, oppofed this decree 
in an aflembly of the Aates, and got it fuppreflf- 
•d. The following cxpref&on, made ufe of on 
this occafion by Du Perron, is to be found 
in all the hidorical trails of thefe times: 
<< Should a prince, fays he, turn Arian» it 
*< would be neceflury to depose him/* 



prevailed amongft all orders of monks, that the 
pope is a God upon earth, and can difpofe of the 
crowns and lives of fovereigns at his pleafure. In 
this rcfpcft, we are inferior even to thofe Tartarian 
idolaters, who hold the grand Lama to be immor- 
tal; greedily gather the contents of his clofe-dool, 
dry thcfe precious relics with great care, inclofc 
them in rich cafes, and kifs them with the warmeft 
devotion. For my part, I confefs, that I had ra- 
ther, for the good of my country, and the fake of 
public tranquility, carry thofe relics confhintly a« 
bout my neck, then to give my afTent to the pope's 
haying in any cafe whatfocvcr, an authority over 
the temporals of kings, or even thofe of a privitt 
perfon. 

But 
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But here I muft beg th» cardinal's pardon ; 
for let us for a while adopt his chimerical fup- 
pofition, and fay, that one of our kings having 
read the Hiftory of the Councils and of the 
Fathe'rs, and being ftruck with thefe words, 
^' My Father is greater than me," and taking 
them in too literal a fenfe, fhould be divided 
between the council of Nice and that of 
Conftantinople, and adopt the opinion of Eufe- 
bius of Nicomedia: yet I fhould not be the Icfs 
obliged to obey my king, nor think the oath of 
allegiance I had taken to him lefs binding ; and 
if you, Mr. Cardinal, fhould dare to oppofe 
him, and I was one of your judges, I fhould, 
without fcruple, declare you guilty of high 
treafon. 

Du Perron carried this difpute much farther ; 
but I fhall cut it very fhort, by faying with every 
good citizen, that I fhould not look upon myfelf 
'bpund to obey Henry IV. bceaufe he was king ; 
but becaufc he held the crown by the incontcfr 
liblc right of birth, and as thcjuft reward of his 
virtue and magnanimity. 

Permit me then to fay, that every individual 
is eniiiled by the fame right to enjoy the inheri- 
tance of his father, and that he in no w ife defervea 
G to 
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to be deprived of ie» or to be fcnt Co the gtllov^, 
becaufe be may perhaps be of the opinion of 
Ratram againft Pafchafms Ratberg, or of Beren« 
gariui againft ScoCU9« 

We arc very fenfible that there are many of 
our tencu which hsive not been alwayi clearly 
explained : Jefui Chrift not having cxpreftly 
told us in what manner the Holy Ghoft really 
proceeds, both the Latin church and the 
(jreek believed, that it proceeded only from 
the father ; but afterwards an article wai added 
to thecre<;d, in which it isfaid to proceed from 
the Ton alfo* Now, I defire to know, whether 
the d;iy afLcr this new article was added, a per- 
fon who might abide by the old crccJ, would 
have been deferving of death ? And is there Icfs 
cruelly or injufticc, in punifliing at this day, 
a perfon who may poflibly think as ihey did two 
or three centuries ago ?- Or was there any crime 
in bvlieving in the lime of Honoriu» I. that 
Cht'iiX bad not two wills? 

It is but very lively, that thebcflef of (he im- 
maculate conception haa been eftabliflicd : the 
Dominicans have not received it af. ycr. Now 
will any one tell nte the precife point of time, 
when the Doniinicani wiU begin to dcfcrve 

puniih- 
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punifhtnent in this world, and in that which is 
• to come. 

If anyone can fet us an example for our con- 
duct, it is certainly the Apoftles and the Evan- 
gelifts. There was fufEcient matter to excite a 
violent fchifm between St. Peter and St. Paul. 
The latter in his Epiftles to the Galatians f, 
fays, '* That he withftood Peter to the face, 
'^ becaufe he was to be blamed $ for before that 
'* certain men came from James, he did cat 
*' with the Gentiles: but when they were 
" come, he withdrew aad feparaied himfelf, 
"fearing them which were of the circumcifion, 
'* infomuch, that Barnabas alfo was carried away 
** with his diffimulation." *« But, zids he, 
** When I fawthat they walked not uprightly, 
«« according to the truth of the Gofpel, I faid 
** unto Peter before them all, if thou, being a 
" Jew, liveft after the manner of Gentiles, and 
^^ not as do the Jews, why compelled thou the 
" Gentiles to live as do the Jews ?" 

Here now was a fubje<a for a violent difpute. 
The quedion was, whether the new Chriftians 



( Chap. ]i. V. ii«-i4. 
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followed the manners of the Jewi or not. Sf« 
Paul at that very time facrificcd in the temple 
of Jerufalem; and we know that the fifteen 
firft bifliopi of Jerufiilem were circumcifed 
Jews} and that they obfcrved the Sabbath, and 
abftained from the meats forbidden by the Jewifli 
law. Should a biibop of Spain or Portugal at 
this time be circumcifed, or obfcrve the Sabbath, 
he would infallibly burn at an autoda-fe: and 
yet this fundamental point did not occafion 
the lead animofity between the Apoftlcit or be- 
tween the primitive Chriftiana« 

If the Evangcliftfl had refembkd our modern 
writers, what an immcnfe field was (here for 
difputation between them. St, Matthew rec- 
kons only eight and twenty {;cncratioi)9 from 
David to Jcfus. St« Luke fcckon) furty-one \ 
and thefe generations are abfolutcly difiVrent. 
Yet no diflcntion appears to have arifcn between 
the difciples on account of thefe appartn* con- 
tradiAiont, which have been fo aJniirabty well 
reconciled by the fathers of the church ; but 
they dill continued in broihcily love, peace, 
and charity with each other. What more no- 
ble Icflbn can we have of indulgence in cur i'x^- 
putcB, and of humility in regard to thofc thin-n 
which we do not undctftaaxd I 
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St. Paul, in his Epiftle to certain Jews of 
Rome who had been cohvertsd to Chriftianity, 
employs all the btter part of his third chapter, 
in telling them, that by faith alone they will be 
glorified^ and that no roan is juftified by good 
works only. St. James, on the contrary, in the 
fecond chapter of his Epiftle to the twelve tribes 
'difperfed over the earth, is continually preach- 
ing up to them, that without good works no 
man can be faved. This has occafioned the fe- 
paration of two great communions among us<j 
but it cauied no diviHon among the Apoftles* 

If the pcrfccuting of thofe who difFer from us 
in opinion, is an holy adion, it mud be confef« 
led, that he who had murdered the greateft num- 
ber of hereticks would be the mod glorious 
iaint in heaven. If fo, what a pitiful figure 
would a man who had only dripped his bre- 
thren of all they had, and thrown ihem to rot 
in a dungeon,make, in comparifon of the zealot 
who had butchered his hundreds on the famous 
'day of St. Bartholomew? This may be proved 
as follows: 

The fucceflbr of St. Peter and his confiftory 
cannot err^ they approved, they celebrated, 
they confecrated the a^oD of St. Banholomew \ 
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confequently that aflion was holy and meri- 
torious ; and, by a like dedudion, he who of 
two murderers, equal in piety, had ripped up the 
bellies of eighty Hugonot women big with chifd, 
would be entitled to double the portion of glory 
of another who had butchered but twelve : In 
this manner, by the fame argument alfo, the 
cnthufiafts of the Cevennes have reafon to 
believe that they will beexalted in glory, in pro- 
portion to the number of catholic women, 
priefts and monks, whom they may have knock- 
ed on the head : but furcly tbefc arc Orange claims 
to eternal bappinefs. 



CHAP. 



( I^ ) 



CHAP XIL 

If Noif'ToLERATiov waf part of the Divine 
La«r among the Jews» and whether it wa« 
al^vays put in pra^ice* 

BY the divine law, I tike to be undcrflxKxl 
thoib rules an^l precepts which h^^ve been 
given to ui by God i.idufclf* For example^ 
be ordained^ that the Jews (bould eat a jamb 
dreflcd with bitter heib% and flandinj with a 
llaff in their hand, in remen*brance of the 
palTuver; that the confecration of the high* 
pried ihould be performed by touching the tip 
of bis right ear, his right hand, and his right 
foot with blood > that the fcape-goat (hou)d 
be charged with the fins of the people : he alfo 
foibid the eating of all ihell-fifli, fwine, hares, 
bedge'hogSy owU^ the beronj and the lap- 
wing J. 

He alfo inftituted their feveral feafii and ce- 
remonies > and all tbofe things which appeared 



{ Deat* chap. xiv. 
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arbitrary to other nations, and fubjf£)ed to 
pofitivc law and cuflom, when cofnmandcd by 
(fod himfcir, became a divine law to the Jews 
in like mr^nnrr, as whatever Jcfus Chrift the Ton 
of Mary and the (on of Ciod hat commanded 
vi> is to us a divine law. 

But hcreJtt ui not prcfume to enquire where- 
fore it hath plcafcd (jod to fubflicutc a newhw 
in I he rcx;m of that he had given to Mofcs, and 
wherefore he commanded Mofcs more things 
than he did the patriarch Abraham, and Abra- 
ham more than Noah t« In this he appcaii 



f Agreeable to my intention of making fome 
■fcful notes upon this treatife, 1 (hall here obferve, 
that although. God if faid to have made a cove- 
nant with Noahy and with all the beafti of the field; 
yd he permits him to eat of every thing that bach 
the breath of life» excepting only the eating of 
blood, which he pofitively prohibits ; and more- 
over odds, that " the Lord will take vengeance of 
<< every bead by whom mao*s blood (hall be 
•• (hcd/^ 

From thefe paffkgtt and feveral others of the like 
Icnpri we may infers with tU the fages of antient 

aad 
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Mrith mGnite condefccnfiony to hzvt accommo* 
dated, himfelf to times andtheftate ofpopula- 



and prefcnt times, and with every pcrfon of en- 
lightened conceptioni, that beads are endowed 
with fome knowledge. We do not find God 
making a covenant with trees or with ilones that 
have no fenfe ; but he does with the beads, whom 
it has pleafed him to endow with fenfes, frequent- 
ly more exqiiifite than our own, and confequently 
with thofe ideas that are neceflarilyconnedlcd with 
fenfe. It is for this reafon, that he prohibits the 
Barbarous cuftom of feeding upon their blood, the 
blood being the fourccof life, and confequently of 
fenfe. Take away all the blood from an animal, 
and all his organs will immediately ceafc from ac- 
tion. It is therefore with the greatcfl juftice that 
we find it (aid in fo many different parts of the 
Holy Scripture, that the foul, that is to fay, what 
was called the fenfitive foul, is in the blood ; an 
opinion perfedlly agreeable 'to nature, and as fuch » 
received by all nations. 

It is upon this opinion that we found that pity 
which we ought to fhow to all animals. It is one 
of the feven precepts of the Noachides that were 
adopted by the Jews, That no one fhall eat the 
Jimb of a living animal. This precept is a proof 
G s that. 
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tion amongft the inhabitants of the earth ; and 
in this gradation, to have ihewn his paternal 



that mankind had formerly the crnelty to mutilate 
animals, in order to feaft upon the limbs fo cot offp 
and to leave the creatures liring, in order to feed 
fticceflively upon the other parts of their bodies ; 
a cuflom which we find to have a£(ua11y fabfid- 
ed among feme barbarous nations, witnefs the 
facrifices oiFered in the ifland of Chios to Bac- 
cbuj Omadiost or the eater of raw flefh. God» by 
permitting the flefh of animals to hvft ui for food, 
fcems to recommend them to our humanity. It 
mull be confeflcd, that there is great cruelty in 
putting them to torture, and that nothing but cuf- 
tom could have leflcned in us the natural abhor- 
lence of flaughtering an animal whom we have fed 
with our own hands. There have in all times been 
fefls who. have made a religious fcruple of fuch 
praflices, as do to this day all the inhabitants of 
the Peninfula of the Ganges. The whole kd of 
Pythagoreans, both in Greece and Italy, conftantFy 
abflained from the eating of flefh. And Porphyry, 
in his book upon Abftinence, reproaches his dif- 
ciples with having quitted their fe£k only for (he 
fake of indulging an inhuman appetite. 



It 
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love : but thcfe are depths too profound for our 
weak faculties to meafure; Ifhall therefore con- 



It is in my opinion giving up the light of reafon, 
to pretend to aflert, that beafts arc no more than 
mere machines : for, is it not a manifell contradic- 
tion, to acknowledge that God has given them the 
organs of fenfe, and then to affirm that they have 
no fenfe\? 

Befides, I think one muft never have made any 'i 
obfervation upon animals, not to dillinguiih in ^ 
them the different cries of want, fufFering, joy, 
fear, love, anger, and indeed all other affeftions of 
the mind or body; furely, it would be very ftrange, 
that they fliould fo well exprefs what they have no 
fenfeof! 

This remark may furnifli abundant matter of re- 
flection to inquiiitive minds, in relation to the 
power and goodnefs of the Creator, who has been 
pleafed to beftow life, fenfe,' ideas, and memory, 
on thofe beings, whofe organs he has formed with 
his own all-powerful hand. As to us, we neither 
know how thefe organs are formed, how they are 
imfolded, in what manner we receive life, nor by 
what laws fenfe, ideas, memory, and will, are an- 
nexed to thatjife ; and yet, in this dark and eteir- 
G 6 aal 
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fmcmyMf to my fubjefl, and proceed Co exa- 
ttiine the ftatc of non- toleration among tliejevi^i. 

It is certain, that In Exodus, Numbers, Le- 
viticus, and Deuetronomy, we find fevcral vtry 
rigorous laws and fevere punishments in relation 
to religious wor(hip« Several able commenta- 
tors have been greatly puzzled to reconcile thefe 
books of Mofes with feveral paflages in the pro- 
phets Jcremiih and Amos, and with the fa- 
mous difcourfe of St. Stephen^ as related 
in the A£\% of the Apoflles. Amos fays, that 
the Jews conftantly worfliipped in the wilde^- 
ncfit, Moloc and Chtun, godsi wliom they had 
made to thcmfclvcs f. And Jcrcmiali ex- 
prefsly fays, that God commanded not their fa- 
Ihcrh concerning burnt-ofFcrin[55 or facridces 
in the day that he brought them out of the land 
of l^gypt t* And St. Stephen in his difcourfe 



iral (late of ij^norance inherent to our natures, we 
arc perpetually difpucing with, and pcrfecuting 
each oth<!r, like thr hulls of the field, who fight 
With their horns, without knowing for what ufe, 
or in whftt manner thofe horns were given them. 

f Amoi, ch. V. V. a6. ( Jerem. ch. vli. v. 2:. 
3 to 
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to the Jews abovcmcntioned^ fays,>* They, 
^ worfliipped the hoft of heaven, and that they 
" neither offered facrifices nor flew beafts, for 
*^ the fpace forty years in the wildernefs, but 
^ took up the tabernacle of Moloc andtheftac 
" of their god Remphan *.'*^ 

Other criticks again infer from the worfliipv 
of fo many ftrange gods here mentioned, that 
the Ifraelites were indulged with having thefe 
gods by Mofes ; and, in fupport of their opinion 
they quote the following words in Deuteronomy, 
** W hen ye fhall enter into the land of Canaan, > 
" ye (hall not do after all the thing? that we.do- 
** here this day, every man whatfoever is right 
'* in his own eyes J f*" 



• A6ls, ch. vii. V, 42.. t Deut. ch. xii. v. 8. 

I Several writers have too rafhiy concluded from 
this paflage, that the chapter concerning the golden \ 
calf (which is no other than the Egyptian god \ 

Apis) has, as well as many other chapter^, bcca | 

added to the books bf Mofes.. { 

Eben-Hzra was the firfl: who undertook to pro^e, 
that the PenUtcuch (or the Wc books of Mofes) ^"•: 
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And as a farther proof, (hey fay that there ts 
no mention made ef any religious a£l of the 



was written in the timet of the Kings. Wollaflon, 
CoUins,Tinda1,Shafcelbury,Bolingbroke» and maoy 
others, have afTcrtcd, that in thofe agei, men had 
no other way of committing their thoughts to wri* 
ting, but by engraving them upon polifhcd (lone^ 
bricic, lead, or wood ; an<I tell us that in the time 
of Mofes the Chaldeans and Egyptians had no other 
way of writing, and that then they could engrave 
but in a very abridged manner, and by hiero* 
glyphickf, the fubftance only of fuch things as 
they thought worthy of being franfmitted to pof- 
urity, and could never form any regular hiftorics ; 
then it was next to an impofTAAWiy ;o cngiave 
books of any conAdcrable bulk iir the wilJcrr.cff, 
where they were continually chan^^ing of il.cir h.i. 
bitation ; where ihey had no ptrfcm tofurijfh them 
with cloathing, to make that cloathing for them, 
or even to mend their fandi.l',and where (;od was 
obli^jcd to perform a miracle to prcfcrve the /jir- 
ments of his people entire. 'I hey fay, that it ii 
hardly probable, that there /hould have been fo 
many engravers among them, at the time that they 
were (o deficient in the more neccHafy arts of life, 
and did not know even how to make bread : and 
if we anf^er to this, that the pillars of the tabcr- 

nacle 
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people of Ifraclwhilein the wildcrncfsj neither 
the celebration of the pafTover, nor of the feaft 



nacle were of brafi, and their chapiters of mady 
filver, they reply, that though the order for this 
might have been given in the wildernefs, it was 
not executed till after they were fettled in perfe^ 
tranquility. 

They cannot conceive, they fay, how the Ifrae- 
lites, who were a poor and vagabond people, could 
have aiked for a calf of maify gold to be eredled 
for the objedl of their adoration, at the foot 
of the very mountain where God was then talk- 
ing with Mofes, and in the very'midll of the 
thunder and lightning, and the found of the hea- 
venly trumpet, which were heard and feen by all 
prefcnt. They profefs their aftonifliment, that 
it fhould have been only the day before Mofes de- 
fcended from the mountain,, that all the people 
ibould have addrefled themfelves to his brother 
Aaron, to raife this golden calf ? or how it was 
pofSble for Aaron to h^ve call fuch an image in one 
fingle day; and flill more, how Mofes could have 
reduced it into an impalpable powder ? They fay, 
that it is impoflible for any artiil to make a Hatue 
of gold in lefs three months^ and that not all the 

pof. 
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of the tabernacles, nor of any public forn) of 
worfhip being cAabliihedy. nor even, the prac* 



poilible efforts of the chymicaf art, are Aifliciertt to 
reduce Atch a mafs into a powder that may be 
fi^allowed, and confequently, that the prevarica- 
tion of AsLson and this operation of Mofes mdt. 
have been two miracles. 

Deceived by the humanity and goodnefs of their 
hearts, they cannot believe that Mofei ilaughtcred 
three and twenty thoufand fools to expiate this 
crime; nor, th&t fo many men would have tamely 
fijft*ered themfclves to be murdered without a 
thi;d miracle. Laftly, they think it very cx- 
craordiiiar/, that Aaron, who was the moft guilty 
of all, ihould have been rewarded for that very 
crime for which the reil underwent fo dreadful a 
punifhment, by being created high-pried, and go 
to offer facrifice at the high aha:, while the bodies 
of three and twenty thoufand of his Slaughtered 
brethren lay bleeding round him. 

They Hart the fame difficulties concerning the 
eighty thoufand Ifraelites who were flain by order 
of Mofes, to atone for the crime of a Angle one of 
them« for being farprizcd with a MoabiCe woman; 

and 
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tice of circumcifion, the feal of the covenant 
made by God with Abraham, 



and feeing that SoIomoD, and Co many other of the 
Jewilh kings, did, without being puailhed for it, 
take to thcmfelvcs flrange wives, they cannot 
conceive what great crime there could be, in an in- 
dividual making an alliance with one Moabita 
woman. 

Ruth was a Moabitcfs, though her family waa 
originally of Bethelem : the fcripture always dif- 
tinguifhes her by the name of Ruth the Moabitefs ;, 
and yet,, (he went and laid herfelf by the fide of 
Boas, received fix meafures of barley from him,, 
was afterwards married to him, and was the grand- 
mother of David. Rahab was not only a (Iranger, 
but alfo a common proflitute or a harlot, as fhe is 
called in Scripture ; yet (he was taken to wife by 
Solomon, a prince of Juda ; from whom alfo Da- 
vid was defcended.. This Rahab is taken to be a 
type of the Chriftian church by fcveral of the an- 
dent fathers ; and efpecially by Origen, in his. 
Seventh homily upon Jofhua. 

Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, by whom Darid' 
begat Solomon, was an Hittite. And if we go far- 
ther 
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They likewife refer to the hiftory of Jofliuat 
where this great conqueror thus addreflfes the 



ther back, we (hall find that the patriarch Judah 
married a Canaanitefs; and hit font lay withTha- 
mar who was of the race of Aaron : and the woman 
with whom Judah, without knowing it, committed 
incefl, was not of the Ifraelitilh race. 

Thus then was our Lord Jcfus Chrifl pleafcJ to 
take upon him fleOi in a family defcended from 
five aliens, to (hew, that all nations (hoold partake 
of hb inheritance. The rabbin Aben-Ezra was, 
as we have already obferved, the firft who under- 
took to prove that the Pentateuch was compiled 
long after the time of Mofes ; and for his authori- 
ty quotes feveral pafl[ages in thofe books; and 
amongd others the following: << The Canaanke 
** then dwelt in that land. T he mountain of Mo- 
** cia, called the Mounuin of God. The bed of 
<< Ogy king of Ba(han, is fiill to be feen in Rabah. 
** And the country of Ba(han is called the villages 
" of Jaiar unto this day. Never was there a pro- 
** phet feen in Ifrael like unto Mofes. Thefe are 
" the kings who reigned in Edom,, before any king 
<< reigned over Ifrael.'* He pretends, that thefe 
paflages, in which mention is made of e? enu that 

hap- 
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Jews : ** If it fecm evil unto you to fcrve the 
** Lor D,chufe you this day whom you will ferve^ 



happened long after the time of Mofes, could ne- 
ver have been written by Mofes himfelf. To this 
it is anfwercd, that th'cfe paflages were added long 
after by way of notes by the tranfcribers, 

Newton, whofe name ought on every other oc- 
caiion to be mentioned with refped, but who, as a 
man, may have been liable to error, in the introduc- 
tion to his commentaries upon Daniel and St. John^ 
afcribes the Ave books of Mofes, Jofhua, and 
Judges, to holy writers of much later date; anrd 
founds his opinion on the thirty-fixth chapter of 
Geneiis, the (eventeenth, eighteenth, nineteentliy 
and twenty-iirft chapters of Judges, the eighth 
chapter of Samuel, the fecond chapter of Chroni- 
cles, and the fourth chapter of the book of Ruth : 
and indeed, confidering that in the thirty-fixth 
chapter of Genefis,we find mention madeof Kings, 
and that David is /poken of in the books of Judges, 
and that of Ruth, it fhould feem that thofe books 
were compiled in the times of the Kings. This 
is alfo the opinion of feveral divines, at the head of 
whom is the famous Le Clerc. But there are very 
few of thofc.who arc followers of this opinion, that 

have 
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*^ whether the gods which your fatberf (erved 
^ in Melbpcumia or the gods of the Arti' 



hare had the cjrinftty to faehom ihefe myftcrtei; 
A cufhfity, v.h'uM certainly nuket do part of the 
duty of man, h'^r wh'^n cIk Itarncd and the ig- 
norant, the f . !r'.c arM the pcafant, (hall, after thi» 
fliort life, 9\ ; Mr t^^cthcr before the throne o£ 
cteriisil in;jj.iiyy every oneof lu then, will wtib to 
have been ju.l and humaoef geaeroui and com" 
paiftonate f and no one will pride hin(e]f in hav • 
ing known exactly the year in which the Penta- 
tettch waf written, or in having been able to dif- 
tinguiHi the true text from the aJdicioaal noua in 
life among the Scribai . God will not aik ni whe* 
ther we were of the opinion of the Maibrite* againft 
the Talmud, or whether we may not have mif« 
taken, a Capb for a BctHfp a Todi for a f^am, or a 
DaUsif for a ^#>^« No, certainly ^ but he will judge 
us aca)rjiiig to our deed), and not according to 
Our knowkdgc in the Hebrew language, l^t uf 
therefore abide firmly by the decifion of the church, 
to f^r ai i» agreeable to the reafonahle duty of a 
believer. 

We will conclude this note with an important 
ptflage from Levickus, a book compofed after the 

time 
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^ moricds, in whofc lard yc dwell :" and the peo- 
ple anfwcred and faid, " Nay, but we will fcrvc 



time of the golden calf. The Jews are there com- 
manded no more to orcr their facrifices to goats 
with whom they have gone a- whoring J. V/e 
cannot fay whether this Grange wbrHiip came from 
Egypt, the country of forcery and fuper/lition ; bat 
there ii reaibn to believe, that the cuflom of oar 
pretended magicians of keeping a Sabbath apart, 
for adoring a goat, and committing fach deteftable* 
iindeanlinefs with it, as is (hocking to conception, 
came from the anticnt Jews, as it is certain, that 
they firft taught a part of Europe the pradlice of 
magic. What a dctcftable people! Surely fuch 
infamous and unnatural praflices defcrve the pu- 
nifhment, at lead equal to that which befcl them 
for worfhipping the golden calf; and yet, we find 
the law.giver contents himfclf with fimply pro- 
hibiting thofe prafticcs. We have quoted this 
Jt fubjea, only to (hew what the Jewilh nation was : 
'* the fm of beftiality muft certainly have been very 
common amongft them, fince they are the only peo- 
ple we know among whom there was a neceflity 
for any law to prohibit that crime, thecommiffion 

J LevtticiM, chap. vii. and chapf jmi't. v. 2a« 

of 
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" the Lord our God (AJ^nai).'* AndJoOiua 
fdiid unto the people, •* Ye hive chofcn, now 



of which wai not tven fufpefted by any other Ic- 
gidators. 

There Is reafon to believe, that on account ofthe 
fatigues and diflre/Tes which the Jews fufFered in 
the dcfcrts of Paran, Moreb, and Kadafh-Barnee, 
the female fpecies, which is always the weakeft. 
might have failed amongd them ; and it is certain, 
that the Jews were greatly in want of women, 
fince we find them almoft always commanded* 
when they conquered any town or village, to the 
right or left of -the lake AfplialteSy to put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, excepting only thuyoun^ 
women, who were of a;i age to know nun. 

The Arabs, who Aill inhabit a part of thefc dc- 
fcrts, ftipulate to this day in the treaties which 
they make with the caravan*, that they HialJ for. 
nifh them with marriageable women ; fo th.it it ii 
not improbable, but that the young men of tho(c 
barren countries, might iiavv carried the deprava- 
tion of human nature fo far, as to have had carnal 
commerce with goats, as is related of the flu-p- 
herds of Calabria. 



I: 
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•• therefore put away the ftrarige gods which '^ 
•* are among you.** Hence, fay they, it is evi- 
dent, that the Ifraelites had other gods befide 
the Lord, [Adonai) under Mofcs. 

It is altogether needlefs to take up the reader's 
time with an attempt to refute the opinions of 
thofe critics who think that the Pentateuch was 
not written by Mofes. This fuhjeS has been 
fufficiently difcufled long ago ; and, even ad« 
mitting that fome few parts of it were wutten 
in the times of the Judges, the Kings, or the 
Prophets, it would not make the whole lefs in- 
fpired or divine. It is fufficient, in my opinion, 
if the Holy Scripture proves to us, tliat, not- 
witbftanding the extraordinary punifliments 
which the Jews called down upon themfelves by 



It is ftill however uncertain, whether any monflers 
were produced by this unnatural copulation, and' 
whether there is any foundation for the antient 
fiories of fatyrs, fauns, centaurs, and roinotaur : 
hiftory fays there is ; but natural philofophy has not 
yet cleared up to us this monflrous circumftance. 

I Joihaa, chap. zxiv. §. xv. & feq, 

their 
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tbeir idolatrotu worfbip of the golden calf, thejr • 
continued for a long time to enjoy perfefl li- • 
bcrty of confcience ; and it is even probable, that . 
Mofes, after having maflacredthe twenty- three 
thoufand, in the firft tranfports of his rage a- 
gainft his brother and them for having eredled 
this idol, finding that nothing was to be gained 
by fuch fcverity in matters of religion, wasgUd 
%o wink at the fondnefs which the people ex- 
jptcScd tor flrange gods. 

And indeed he himfelf appears foon after (o 
have tranfgreflbd the very law which be had 
given 1^: for, notwithftanding his having for- 
bidden all molten or graven images, we find 
bim erecting the brazen ferpent. And this law 
was again difpenfed with by Solomon in tbc 
building of his temple; where that prince 
caufcd twelve brazen bulls to be placed as fup- 
porters to the great Lavcr ; as alfo chcrubims in 
the aric, which had two headstone of an eagle and 
theother of a calf; and it was probable from 
this latter head, badly mad, and found in rhc 
temple by the Roman foldicrs at the ti:ne of 
their plundering of^it,' that the Jew:; were fo 



Numbers, chap, xxi, v. 9. 

Ion;; 
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long reported to have worfhipped an afs. Morc- 
OYcr, notwithftanding the repeated prohibitions 
againft the worfbip of falfe gods, Solomon, tho' 
giving way to the groffeft idolatry, lived and 
died in peace. Jeroboam, to whom God hira- 
fclf gave ten parts out of twelve of the king- 
dom, fct up two golden calves, and yet reigned 
two and twenty years, having united in his per- 
fon the two-foid dignity of monarch and of 
bigh-prieft. The petty pcopleofjuda eroded 
altars and images to flrange gods under Rcho* 
boam. Pious king Aza fufFered the high 
places to remain undemolilhed. And laftly, 
Uriah the high-pricft erefted a brazen altar^ 
which had been fent to him by the king of 
Syria, in the temple, in the place of the altar of 
burnt-offerings §., In a word, wc do not any 
where find the leaft conftraint in point of reli- 
gion among the Jews; it is true, indeed, that 
they frequently deftroyed and murdered one 
another j but that was from motives of political 
concern, and not about the modes of belief. 
It is true, that among the prophets we iiod 
fomc making heaven a party in their revenge. 



^ Kings, b. iv. ch. xvi. 

H Elias, 
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Elias, for inftance, calls down fire from hea-' 
ven to confumc the pricfts of Baal f. And 
Elijah font bears to devour two and forty little 
children, for calling him balJ (icad X . But 
thefc miracles arc very rare in their kind, and it 
would moreover be fomewhat inhuman to'defire 
>N.^ to imitate them. We arc alfo told that the 
Jews were a moft ignorant and cruel people ; 
and that in their war with the Mfdianites §, 
they were commanded by Mofes to kill all the 
male children and all the child-bearing women, 
and to divide the fpoil %* They found in the 
enemy's camp 675,000 flicep, 72,000 oxen. 



f Kings, b. ill. ch. xviii. ver. 38 and 40. 

t King^, b. IV. ch. ii. \tr, 20. 

if Midian wcs not included in the Land of Pro- 
rn'i^c : it is a little canton of IJumea, in Arabia 
Pctraja, beginning to the northward of the torrent 
of Arron, and ending at the torrent of Zarcd, in 
the midft of rocks on iheeaftern border of the Jake 
Afphaltes. This country is inhabited by a fmall 
Arabian hord or tribe, and may be about eight 
leagues long, and about fcven in breadth* 

I >^j»b. chap. xxxi. 

6i,coo 
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6 1,000 affcs, and 32,000 young'maidcns, and 
they took all the Tpoil and dew the captives. 
Several commentators will have it, that thirty- 
two of the young women wcr€ facrificed to the 
Lordi '' iThc Lord's tribute was thirty and two 
*• perfons ||." 

It is evident that the Jews offered human fa* 
crificcs to God ; witnefs that of Jcptha's d^ugh-^ 
ter t, and of king Agag hewed in pieces by the 



II Numb. ch. xxxi. ver. 40. 

I It 18 plain by the text, that Jeptha did ac- 
tually facrifice his daughter. Do6lor Calmet, in 
hisDiflcrtation upon Jeptha's vow, fays, that " God 
" did not approve thcfc vows ; but when once 
** any one had made them, he infilled upon their 
" being fulfilled, was it only topunifli thofe who 
" made them, and to put a check upon them in the 
«< doing it, by the fear of being obliged to perform 
" them." This adlion of Jeptha is condemned by 
St« AuguHtne and almofi: all the fathers, although 
the Scripture fays, that he was filled with the fpirjt 
of God ; and St, Paul in his eleventh chapter of 
his Rpiftle to the Hebrews, greatly praifes Jeptha, 
exalting him even above Samuel and David. 

H z ^K. 
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prophet Samuel f. And we find the prophet 
EzekicI promifing them, by way of encourage- 



St. JeroBii in hU fipiftle to Julian, expreflet 
hlmrdf thai: '' Jt^ptha racriftced his daughter to 
<< the Lord, and therefore the Apodle has placed 
** hioi among the faints." Here now is a diverfity 
in opinions, concerning which it is not permitted 
to pronounce a deciiion ; nay, it is even dang^ 
jous to have any opinion of our own* 

\ The death of Agag, icing of the Amalekitef» 
may be looked upon as a real facrifice. Saul had 
made this prince a prifoner of war, and hsd ad* 
snitted him to a capitulation notwiihflanJing tRat 
the pried and the prophet Samuel had charged him 
to fparc no oiw ; faying to him cxpief»ly, •• Co 
•' and fmite AmaUIc, and uttcily dcdroy all that 
•< they have, and fpare them not, bu; flay both 
'* man and woman, infant and fuckling, ox and 
*' flicep, camel and af*." — ** And Samuel hcwvi 
** Agag i/» piccci before the LoiJ at Gilgal." 

••The real with which t)»is prophet wasanimat- 
«« ed," faith Calmet, " put a fword into his hand 
«• en this occafion, to rcvcrge the honour of CoJ, 
** and to confound Saul." 

* Firft of Simuc', ch>f . sv. yer. 4th at4 sji. 
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tnent, that they fhould feaft upon human flefli r 
** Yc flialleat of theflefli of the horfe, and ofhis 



In this melancholy adventure, we have a vow, 
a prieft, and a viftim ; confequently, it is a real fa- 
crifice. We find from hillory, that moft nations, 
the Chinefe excepted, were wont to facriiice hu- 
man vidiras to the Deity: Plutarch fays, that 
this cuHom prevailed even among the Romans at 
ibme certain times. Cxfar in his commenta* 
ries tells us, that the Germans were going to facri- 
£ce two of his officers, whom he had fent to con^ 
fer with their king Arioviftus, had not Csfar de« 
livered them by beating the German army. I have 
in another place obferved f, that this violation of 
the laws of nations, and the offering of human 
viAims, which was rendered more horrible by it» 
Being done by the hands of their women, feems a 
little to contradidi Tacitus*s panegyric on them in 
his treatife Dc Morions Germanorum > which feems 
rather to have been deiigned as a fatire upon the 
Roman people, than to praiie the Germans, to 
whom he was an utter Granger. And here we 
may obferve by the way, that Tacitus was fonder 
of fatire than of truth : he labours to throw Vitxy 
thing, even the moft indifferent aftions, into an. 

\ Additions to Genera] Hiftory, part i, of Voltaire. 

H 3 odiou9 
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^ rider^andye (hall dsink the blood of the princes 
*^ of the earth ^/' But although the hiflory of 



odious point of light ; and his malice pleafcs u^ as 
much as his.ftile, hecaufi; we are naturally fond of 
wit and Handcr. 

Hut to return to the fubjcA of human facrifices. 
This cudom prevailed as much amongft our fore- 
father» as with the Germans ; it is the lowed degree 
of debafement to which human nature can fall when 
left to herfclf, and i» one of the cdeds of the weak* 
sicfs of mortal underftandingi which reaibns thus : 
"VVc ought to offer to God whatever we have of 
mod plcafing or valuable ; there is nothing more 
valuable than our children ; therefore we ought to 
fcledl the youngcd and mod beautiful, to facrifice 
them to the Deity. 

Philo fays, that the Canaanites ufed Co offer their 
children in facrifice, before God had commanded 
Abraham, as a trial of his faith, to offer up his on- 
Jy fon Ifuac. 

Sanrhoniathon, as quoted by Fufeblus, fays 
that the Phccnicians, when threatened with any 

i Back. chap, xxxix. ver. 49. 

great 
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this people does not furnifli us with one fingle 
aft of g^nerofuy, magnanimity, or humanity j 
yet amidfl fo long and difmal a night of bar- 
barifm, there rs continually breaking forth a. 
chcaring r^y of univcrfal toleration. 

Jeptha, who was infpired of God, and who 
facrificed to hiTi his daughter, fays to the chief 
of cheAmorices,'* Wilt not thou pofiefs that whichr 
" Chemofh thy God giveth thee to poflcfs? fo 
•• whomfoever the Lord our God (hall drive 
•* from before us, them will we poflcfs t." 
xThis declaration is cxprefs, and might be car- 
ried to a great length ^ however, it is at lead 



great danger or diftrefs, offered up the moft fa- 
vourite of their children, and that Has facrificed 
his fon Jehud mach about the fame time, that God 
made the trial of Abraham's faith. It is very dif- 
ficult to penetrate into the dark rece/Ies of early an- 
tiquity ; hut it is too melancholy a truth that thefe 
horrible facrifices were almoft every where in ufe : 
and men have laidi them a/ide, only in proportion 
as they have become civilized. So tru^ is it that 
civilization is the nurfe of humanity* w 

+. Judges, chap. xL ver, 24* 

H 4 an 
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an cvidrnc prof that God permitted the wor« 
ihip of Chemoflj. For the words of (he holy 
fcripture are not " Thcu thinkijl thou haft a 
'* ri^'ht to pofHfs that which thy godChemofli 
** givcihthce to poffcfs j" but ex[5rersly, ^^Thou 
*• /^^a/i a right to.poflcfs,&c."for that^is the true 
iiiterprttaiion of the Hebrew words Otho thi-* 

The ftory of iMIcah and the Levite, related ia 
the fttventeenth and eighteenth chapters of the 
book of Judges^ is a flill more inconteftible 
proof of (his extcnfive toleration and liberty of 
confcience allowed among the Jews. The 
mother of Micah having loft eleven hundred 
ihekcla of filver^ and her fon having reftored 
them to her, flic dedicated or vowed them un- 
to the Lord, and made im<igcs with them, and 
ihe built a fmall chapel and hired a Le- 
vite to officiate therein for ten (hckels of filver 
by the year, and a fuit of apparel and his vic- 
tuals. l*hen faid Micah, ^^ Now know I that 
** the Lord will do me good, feeing that I have 
^ a Lcvite to bcmy pricft t»" 



t Judges, chap. xvii. ver. the laft. 

In 
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In a (hort time after, fix hundred men of the 
tribe of Dan, who were in fearch of fome town ' 
which they might feize upon as an inheritance 
to dwell in, came to the houfe of Micah, where 
they found the Lcvitc officiating j and having no 
pried of their own with them, and thinking' 
that on that account God would not profper 
their undertaking, they feized upon the carved 
image, the ephod, and the teraphim belonging- 
to Micah, and alfo the Levite, whom they 
took with them in fpite of all the remonftranccs 
of the latter, and the outcries of Micah and his 
mother. After this, full of aflurance of fuccefs^ 
they went and fell upon the city of Laifli, and 
fmote all the inhabitants with the edge of the 
fword^and burnt the city to the ground, as was 
their ufuai cuftom ; they then built them ano- 
ther city, and called its name Dan Xt in remem- 
brance of their victory ; and they fct up Micah's 
graven image ; and what is more remarkable, 
Jonathan, the grandfon of Mofes, was a prieft 
of the temple, wherein the God of Ifrael and- 
the idol of Micah^ were both worfbippcd at 
the fame time. 



Judges, chap, xviii. vcr. 11—29. 



»54 TxEATibB uponToLEtATioK;. 

, Arter the death of Gideoo, the Ifraelites wor* 
flipped Baal-Perith for upwards of twenty 
years, and abandoned the worfhip of the true 
God) witboutanypunifliment being inflidled up- 
on them for it, either by their chiefs, their judges,, 
or their priefts. This, I muft confefs, was a 
very heinous crime; but then, if even this idola- 
try was tolerated,,how great muft have been the 
diiFerences of the true woifliip? 

There are fome perfons, who, in fupport of 
non-toleration^ bring us the authority of God 
himfelf;who, having fufFered his ark to fall into 
the hands of the Philidinesin the day of battle, 
punifhed them only by afllidling them with an 
inward diftcmpcr, rcfembling the hapmorrhoids 
€,r piles, by breaking in pieces thcftatue of their 
god Djgon, and by fending a number of rats to 
devour ih: fruits of their lands. But when the 
Philidines, in order to appeafc his wrath, fcnt 
back the ark drawn by two cows that gave 
milk to their calves, and made an offering to the 
liord of five f^olden rats, and the like number 
of golden hicmorrhoidbjt'.e Loid fmote fcvcr.ry 
of the Elders of Iff ad, aod fifiy ihoufand of the 
people, for having looked upon the srk. 7'o 
bmit may be anfwcrcd, that the judgment of 

(Joi 



Tkeatish Jupoii.Toi/p.RATioN. 155- 

God ^s not, on this occafion, directed agalnfl: 
any particular belief, any difference in worfhipt 
or idolatry. 

If God had meant to punifli idolatry, he 
would have deftroyed all the Philifiineswho had> 
attempted to feize upon bis ark, and who were 
worfhippers of -the idol Dagon j whereas we 
find him fmiting with death fifty thoufand and 
feventy ^f his own people, for having looked 
upon his ark, which they ought' not to have 
looked upon. So much did the laws and man- 
ners of thofe times and the Jewifh difpenfation 
differ from every thing that we know, and fo- 
infcrutinable are the ways of God to us ! 
" The rigorous punifbment," faith the learn- 
ed Dodlor Calmet, " inflided on fuch a mul- 
^ titude of perfons on this occafion, will appear 
** cxceffive only to thofe who do not compre- 
** hend how greatly God would have himfelf 
** feared and rcfpefted among his chofen peo- 
** pie, and who judge of the ways and defigns^ 
** of Providence only by the weak lights of 
«* their own reafon." 

Here then God punifhed the Ifraelites, not 
for any ftrange worfhip> but for a profanation- 
H.6. , ^ 
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of his own i an indilcreet curiofity, a difobe- 
c!i«nce of bis precepts, and perhaps an inward' 
rebellious fpirit. It is true, that fuch puniOi- . 
ments appertain alone to the God of the He- 
brews, and we cannot too often repeat, that 
thofe times and manners were altogether difie* 
rent from ours. 

Again, 'we find fome ages after, when the 
idolatrous Naaman aflced of £lijah^ if he might 
be allowed to follow his- king up to the tempU 
of Rimmon, and bow down himfclf there with 
him ; this very Elijah, who had before caufcd 
the little children to be devoured by bears on!y 
for mocking him, anfwcrcd this idolater, ** G© 
•* in peace §.*' 

But this is not all ; wc find the Lord com- 
manding Jeremiah to make him bonds and 
yokes, faying, *' Put them upon thy neck f. 



§ King!, b. iv. ch. v. vcr. 25. 

f Thofc who are unacquainted with the cufloms 
of antltjuity, and who judge only from what they 
(€2 about them, may poflibly be aftonilhed at this 
odd command; but they Hiou Id reflet), thai At 
ihok times it was thecuftom in Egypt, and moll 

part 
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^ and fend them to the king of Edbm, and to 
*< the king of Moab, and to the king of the 



part of Aflyria, to cxprefs things by hicroglyphical 
figures, iigns, and types. 

The prophets, who were called Seers by the 
Egyptians and Jews, not only cxpre/Ted themfelves 
in allegories, ^but alfo reprefented by figns thofe 
events which they foretold. Thus we find Ifaiab, 
the chief of the four greater prfiphete, taking a roll 
and wW ting therein Maher-Shalal-Hafhbaz, thatis. 
Make haHe to the fpoil : and going unto the pro- 
phctefs, flic conceived aiid bare a fon, whom the 
Lord called Mahcr-Shalul-Halhbaz f. This is a- 
type of the evils which were to be brought upon 
thc-Jew5 by the people of Egypt and A/Tyria. 

The prophet alfo fays, ** Before that the child 
«« fliall be of an age to cat butter and honey,, to re- 
** fufe the evil and chufe the good, the land that 
" they abhorred fliall be delivered of both her 
•* kings; and the Lord will hifs to the flics of 
" Egypt, and for the bees of Afyr, and the Lord 
•* will ihavc with a razor that is hired, the beard 
«' and the hair of the feet of the king of AflyriaJ/* 

f irai.<h, ch. viii. ver. iMiii* t-li ch. vu. v. 15-18. 

T.hU^ 



•< Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and tot 
^ the kingof Zidon ;" andJiedid fo ) bidding the 



This prophecy of the bees, and of the ftiaviog^ 
of the beard, and of the hair of the feet, can be un- 
derdood only by thofe who know that it was a 
cuftom to call the fwarms of bcc$ together by the 
found of a flagelet or pipe, or fome other ruftick 
inftrutnent ; that the greateft affront that could be 
done to any man, was to cut off hii beard ; and 
that the hair on the private parts was called the 
hair of the feet, which was never (haven but in cafes 
of leprofy, or other unclean diforders. All thefe 
figures, which would appear fo Urangc in our ftilc, 
fignify nothing more than, that the Lord will, io the 
cojrfc of a few years, deliver hi* people from cap- 
tivity. 

We find the fame prophet walking naked and 
barefoot, to (hew that the king of AnyTiaihall lead 
away the Egyptians and Ethiopians captive;, with- 
out their having wherewithal to cover their n^kcd- 
ncfs ||. 

The prophet Ezckiel eats the roll of parchment 
which God had given him : afterwards he eats 
hi> bread covered with excrement, and continues 
to lie on his left fide three hundred and ninety 

I lUuh, chtp, jou 
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meffengcr fay to them in the name of the Lord^ 
** 1 have given all your lands into the hand of 



days, and forty days «n his right fide, to (how 
that the Jew« (hould want bread, and as a ty^pe of 
the number of years they were to remain in capti- 
vity. He loads hirafelf with chains, as a figure of 
thofe which they are to wear; and he cuts dfFthc 
hair of his head and of his beard, and divides 
them into three parts ; the firft of thefe portions is 
a type of thofe who are to perifh in the city of Jeru*. 
fklem ; the fecond, of fuch who are to be flain 
withput the walls ; and the thirds of thofe who are^ 
10 be carried away to Babylon J^ 

The prophet Hofea takes to himfelf a woman 
who is an adulterefs, and whom he purchafes for 
fifteen pieces of filver, and for an homer and a half 
of barley, and fays unto fier, " Thou /halt abide 
." for me many days, thou fhalt not play tlie harlot,. 
*< and thou ihalt:not be for another man, for {q. 
«* (hall the children of Ifrael abide many daya^ 
«' without a king,. and without a prinf:e, and with- 
<• out an image, and without an ep hod, and without 
•« Tcraphim §." In -a word, the feers or pro^ 
phets feared y ever foretel any thing without ufing 
a type or fign of the thing foretold, 

J Ezekiel, cbap. iv, fc<j, § Hofea, ch«p, ij;, 

Jcre* 
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<^ Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, my fer* 

" vant 



Jeremiah iherefore only conformed to the ufual 
cailomi when Jie bound himfelf with cordi, and 
put bonds and yokes upon his neck, as figures of 
the approacNittg flavcry of thofe to whom he fent 
them, and, if we attend properly to thefe things, 
we (hall iind the times here fpoken of to be like 
thofe of an old world, differing io every thing from 
the new fociety. The laws, the manner of making 
war, were all abfolutcly different; and if we only 
open llomcr and the fird book of Herodotus, we 
need nothing more to convince u> that there is 
net the Icafl rcfcnil/Iancc between tlic people of 
early anticjuity and us ; hence we o>]ght to diftruil 
our own judgmrnt, wh«;n wc attempt to compare 
their manncra with ours. Kvcn nature hcrfclfii not 
now the fame flic wai then ; niaMJc jans and for- 
cercri had at that time a power over her which they 
no longer pciflcfs j they enchanted ferpcnti, they 

t.raifcd the dead out of their toinl)*,, ^.c, God font 
dreams, and men interpreted them. The gift cf 
prophecy wa« common. And wc read of rcveral 

.^rmctamorphofca, fuch as of Nebuchadnezzar into an 
ox, of Jxt's wife into n pillar of fait, and of five 
whole ciii.'3 ch;in^rd in an inllant into a burninc 
Like. *• 

Thcrft 
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** vant t." Here then we have God declaring 
an idolatrous prince his fervam and favourite. 

The fame prophet having been cad into the 
dungeon by order of the Jewi(h king Zedekiah, 
and alterwards releafed by him, advifcs him in 



There were likewife feveral fpecies of men that 
no longer exift. The race of giants, Rephaim, 
Bmim, Nephilinit and Enacim, have totally dif- 
appeared. St. Auguftin, in his fifth book dt d<vt* 
late Dei, fays, that he faw a tooth of one of thofe 
ancient giants, that was at leaft an hundred 
times as large as one of our grinders. Ezekiel 
(peaks of pigmies {GamaMm) not above a cubit 
high, who fought at the fiege of Tyre j and al- 
mofl all writers, facrcd and profane, have agreed 
in the truth of thcfe relations* 

In fine, the antient world was fo different from 
ours, that there is no drawing any rule for our con* 
d\x6i from it ; and if in the earlieft ages of anti- 
quity we find mankind mutually perfecuting and 
deftroying each other on account of their diffe- 
jcnt faiths, far be it from us, who live under the 
enlightened law of grace, to copy after fuch ori- 
ginals. 

t Jer. xxvii. xxviii. 

the 
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the name of God, to fubmit himfclf to the king 
of Babylon, faying, •* If ihou wilt aflurcdiy go 
•* forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, ihy 
•* foul Ihall live." God therefore t-kcs part 
with an idolatrous king, and delivers into his 
hands his holy ark, the looking upon which 
only, had coft the lives of fjfiy thoufand and 
fcvcnty Jews j and not only fo, but i»lfo de- 
livers up CO him the Holy of Holies, together 
with the reft of the temple, the building of which 
bad coft a hundred and eight thoufand talents 
of gold, one million fcventeen thoufand talents 
of filvcr, and ten thoufand drachmas of gold, 
that had been left by David and hir great offi- 
cers, forbuilJing the houfeoftheLordi which, 
exclufiveof thefums expended for that purpofe 
by king Solomon, amounts to thcfum of nine- 
teen milliards, fixty- two millions, or thereabouts 
of the prcfent currency. Never furc, was idola- 
try fo nobly rewarded. I am fenfible that this 
account is exaggerated, and that it feems to be 
an error of the copyift. But if we reduce the 
Aim to one half, to a fourth, or even to an eighth 
part, it will ftill be amazing. But Herodo- 
tus's account of the tieafures which he himfelf 
Uw in thc'templc of Ephcfufr,u not left furprif- 
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mg. In fine, all the riches of the earth are as 
nothing in the fight of God ; and the title of 
my Jervant^ with which he dignified Nebuchad- 
nezzar, is the true and invaluable treafure. 

Nor does God fhow lefs favour to Kyr, or 
Cofroes, whom we call Cyrus, and whom he 
calls his Chrl/ly his cticir.tcd^ though he never 
was anointed according to the general accepta- 
tion of that word, and was moreover a follower 
of the religion of Zoroafter, and an ufurper m 
the opinion of the reft of mankind ; yet him 
he calleth his Jhepherd\ ; and* we have not in 
the whole Sacred Writings, fo great an inflance 
of divine prediledion* 

We are told by the prophet Malachi, that 
** From the rifing of the fun even unto the 
<* going down of the fame, the name of God 
** fhall be great among the Gentiles; and in 
<* every place a pure offering fhall be offered 
** unto his name f.'* God takes as much care 
of the idolatrous Ninevices, as of his chofen 



t Ifai. ch. xliv. and xlv. J Malach. chap, u 
ver. 1. 

Jews. 
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blading and with mildew ; that they (hall be* 
troth a wife, and another man (ball h'e with 
her i that they (hall build houfcs, and others 
(hall d^cU therein; that they (hall plant vine- 
yardit, and (hall not gather the grapei thereof; 
that they (hall eat the fruit of their own l>odics» 
the flcft* of their fon^, and of their daughters, 
and be obliged to bow down before the ftranger 
that is within their gates f • but he never fells 
them that their fouli are immortal, and (hall 
tafte of felicity or puni(hmcnt aftqr death. 
God, whocondudled his people himfclf, puni(h- 
ed or rewarded them immetliately according to 
their good or evil deeds. Every thing relating 
to them was temporal, and this the learned 
bi(hop Warburton brings as a proof (( the di- 
vine origin of the Jewifti law | ; inafmuch, 



X Dcut. chap, xxviii. vcr. 28. Sc fc(|. 

J There it but one pafTage in the whole Mofaic 
law, from which one might conclude that Mofei, 
was acquainted with the reigning opinion among 
die Egyptians, that the fou) did not die with the 
body. This pafTagc is very particular, and is in the 
ci>,]jtecnth chapter of Deuteronomy ; *• 'I'hcrefliall 
** not be found among you any one that ufcth divi- 
*' nation, or an obfcrvcr of times, or an inchante r, 

•• or 
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iays he, as God being their king, and exercifing 
juftice immediately upon them, according to 



** or a witch, or a charmer, or a confulter with 
** famih'ar fpirits (Python), or a wizard, or ane- 
*• cromanccr.*' From this pafTage it appears, that 
by invoking the fouls of the dead, this pretended 
necrohiancy. fuppofed a permanency of the foul. 
It might alfo happen, that the necromancers of 
whom Mofes fpeaks , being but ignorant decei- 
vers, 'might not have a diftinft idea of the magic 
they operated. They made people believe 
that they forced the dead to fpeak, and by the 
power of iheir art reftorcd the body to the fame 
, ftate as when living; without once examining 
whether their ridiculous operations might autho* 
rize the doiflrine of the immortality of the foul. 
The antient magicians were never philofophers, 
they were at bell but a fet of ftupid jugglers, who 
played their tricks before as illiterate fpeaators. 

But what is very ftrangc and worthy of obfer- 
vation is, that the word Python fhould be found 
-in Deuteronomy, fo long before that Greek term 
was known to the Hebrews ; and indeed, this yord 
is not to be found in the Hebrew, of which we 
have never had a good tranflation. 

There 
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their tntifgreOion or obedience, found it not 
neceflary to reveal to them a doflrine which he 
referved for after-times, when he fhould no 
longer fo immediately govern his people* 
. Thofe who through ignorance pretend, that 
Mofes taught the immortality of the fou), de- 
prived the New-Teftamentof oneof its princi- 
pal advantages over the Old. It is certain, that 



There are many informountable difficukiei in 
this language: it is a mixture of Phoenician, Bgyp- 
dan, Syriac, and Arabic, and has undergone many 
alterations to the prefent time« The Hebrew 
verbs had only two moods, the prefent and the fu- 
ture : the reA were to be gucfTed at by the fenfe. 
The di/Fcrcnt vowels were frequently exprciTcd 1/ 
the fame charaftcrs, or rather indeed they were not 
expreJed at all ; and the inventors of points have 
X)nly increased th^ difficulties th?y meant to re* 
move. Every adverb had twenty different fignifi- 
caiions, and the fame word had frequently fcve- 
ral contrary fcnfes. Add to this, that the language 
was in itfelf very dry and barren ; for the Jews 
not being acquainted with the arts, could not ex* 
prcfs what they knew nothing of. In a v^ord, the 
Hebrew u to the Greek what the language of a 
pedant is to thatof ;in academic. 

the 



TitEATISE upon TOLERATIOM. 169 

the law of Mofes taught only temporal punifh- 
mcnts, extending to the fourth generation j and 
yet, notwithftanding the poTuive declaration of 
God* delivered in this law, Ezekiel preached 
the very contrary to the Jews ; telling themt 
•* The fon (hall not bear the iniquities of the 
** father f t i" and, in another place, he goes 

t Back. chap, xviii, vcr. 20. 

f Thfe opinion of Ezekiel was at length the 
prevailing one of the fynagogue ; not but that 
there were always fome Jews, who, tho* they be^ 
lieved in a date of eternal punilhments, yet believed 
at the fame time that God puniihed the fins of the 
fathers upon the children. At prefent indeed they 
are punifhed even beyond the fiftieth generation, 
fmU yet are in danger of eternal punifhment. It 
may be alked how the offspring of thofe Jews who 
were not concerned in putting Cbrift to death, can 
be temporally puniihed in the perfons of their 
children wha were as innocent as themfclves ? This 
temporal punifliment, or rather this manner of 
living, ib different from all other people, and of 
trading over the whole earth without having any 
country of their own, cannot be coniidcred as a pu- 
nifhment, compared with what they are to exped 
hereafter on account of their unbelief, and which 
they might avoid by a iincere repentance. 

I ' (• 



170 Treatise upon Toleration, 

fo far as to make God fay, that ^^ he had given 
*• them ftatutes that were not good, and judge- 
«' ments whereby they {hould not live §." 

Notwithftanding thefe contradi^ions, the 
book ofEzekicI was not the Jeis admitted into 
the number ofthofe infpired writers: it is true, 
that according to St. Jerom, the fynagogue did 
not permit the reading of it till after thirteen 
years of age ; but that was for fear their youth 
fhould make a bad ufe of the too lively defcrip- 
tion in the fixtecnth and twenty-third chapters, 
of the whoredoms of Aholah and Aholibab. 

But when the immortality of the foul became 
to bea received doflrine t> which was probably 



§ Ezck. chap. xx. vcr. 25. 

f Thofe who have thought to difcover the doc- 
trine of Hell and Heaven, fuch at it is now believ- 
ed by us, in the Mofaic books, have been (Irangely 
mlHaken : their error 11 owing entirely to an idle 
difpute about words : The Vulgate having tranilat- 
ed the Hebrew word Sbeoh the pit, by the Latin 
word, ittjernum^ and this latter having been rendered 
in French by tnfirf hell, they have taken occaiion 

from 
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about the beginning of the Babylonifh captivi- 
ty, the k£i of Sadduces ftill continued to be- 



from this equivocal tranflation to eflabliHi a belief 
that the antient Hebrews had a nbtion of the 
HaJes and Tartaros of the Greeks, known to othef 
nations before them by different appcTlations. 

We are told in the flxteenth chapter of Num* 
bcrs, that the earth opened her mouth and fwdllow^ 
ed up Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, and they and 
all that appertained to them went down alive intd 
the pit, or grave ; now certainly there is nothing 
faid in this paffage concerning the fouls of thefc 
three perfons, nor yet of the torments of hell, nor 
of eternal punifliments. 

It is very extraordinary .that the authors of the 
Di^lionnaire Encyclopedique under the word Hell 
(Enfer) Ihould fay, " that the antient Hebrews be- 
lieved in its exillence. U this is true, there would 
be an infurrtioun table contradidlion in the Pentar 
teuch ; for why Ihould Mdfes'haVe fpoken oftIi« 
punifliments after death in one Tingle paflage only; 
of all his works. On this occadpn they quote the 
thirty- fecond chapter of Deuteronomy; but after 
a mutilated manner. The whole paffage is ^s follows: 
. ' I » *< They 
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hcvCf chat there were no rewards or puniih- 
tnenu after death, and (bat the faculties of the 



^* Thejr have siored me to jealoufy with that 
'< which 11 not God, they have provoked me to 
'^* anger with their vanitieiy and I will move them 
«< to jealoufy with thofe that are not a people, I 
'^* will provoke them to anger with a fooli(h na- 
^* tion. For a iire U kindled in my anger, and 
^' (ball born unto the loweft hell ; and (hall cos- 
'«« fume the earth with her increafe^ and fet on &« 
«^ the fottfldations of the mountains. I will heap 
«' mifchiefs upon them ; I will fpend mine arrows 
•' upon them. They (hall be barnt with hunger, 
-•< and devoured i^ith burning heat and with bitter 
«• deAruftlon ; I will alfo fend the teeth of beads 
«« upon them, with the poifon of ferpents of the 
•• du(k." 

But have any or all of the(e expreffions the leaft 
relation to the idea of hcll-tormenu ? On the con- 
trary, it Teems ai if thcfe wordf were purpofely in- 
ferted to prove, that our hell was unknown to the 
aiiiient jews. 

The author of this article quotes a](b the follow* 

ing paflage from the twenty-fourth chapter of Job. 

*• The eye of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, 

'* /hying, no eye (hall Ice me, and difguifeth kit 
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the Tout periihed with us in like manner as thofe 
of the body. They alfo' denied the exiftence of 



** face. la the dark- they dig through houfes which* 
** they had marked for themfelves in the day-time.. 
•* They know not the light, for the morning is to* 
*' them as the fhadow of death ; if one know them,. 
*^ they are in the terrors of the fhadow of death. 
" He is fwift as the waters, their portion is curfed 
<^ in the earth, he beholdeth not the way of the- 
" vineyards. Drowth and heat confame the fnow- 
** waters,, fo doth, the grave thofe who have £nned.?' 

I quote thefe |>afiages entire, otherwife It wHF 
ke impoflible to form a true idea of them. But let 
me aik if there is the lead expreflion here^ fromr 
which one may conclude, that Mofei ever taught 
the Jews the clear and fimple dodtrine of eternal! 
lewards and punifhments ?. 

Not to mention that the book of Job has nothing; 
to da with the Mofaic law, there is great reafoui 
to believe that Job himfclf was not a Jew : this is 
the opinion of St. Jerom in his Hebrew queftions 
upon Genefis, The word Satan, which occurs in 
Job, was not known to. the Jews,, nor is it any 
where to be found in the Eve books of Mofcs«. 
This Rame> as well as thofe of Gabriel, and Rat- 
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angeli. In a word, they differed mu.h more 
from the other Jews, than the Proteftants do 



phae]» were entirely anknown to the Jews before 
their captivity in Babylon. It would appear then 
that Job 19 very improperly quoted in this place. 

But the 1n(l chapterof Ifaiah is likc>^ife brought 
in; where it is faid, '* And it (hall come to pafs» 
" that from one new moon to another, and fiom 
** one fabhath to another, (hall all flcfli come to 
•• worfhip before me, faith the Lord. And they 
^< (hall go forth and look upon the carcafes of the 
" men that have tranrgrefied againfl: me j for their 
** worm (hall not die, neither (hall their £re be 
" quenched, and they (hall be an abhorring unto 
- all fle(h." 

Certainly, the cafting out of thcfe bodies to the 
view of all pafTcngers, even to abhorring, and 
their bzing eaten by worms, can never mean that 
hlofn taught the Jews the do^rinc of the immor- 
tality (^ihe foul ; and the words, «• The fiie (liall 
•• not be quenched," can ai little Bgmfy that the 
bodies fo cxpcfed to public view, were to fuffcr 
eternal torments in bclL 

How 
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from the Catholics ; ncverthelefs, they lived in 
peaceable communion with their brethren ; and 



How can any one quote a paiTage in Ifaiah, to 
prove that the Jews in the timeof Mofcs had adopt- 
ed the doctrine of the immortality of the foul ? 
According to the Hebrew computation, Ifaiah pro- 
phefied about the year of the world three thoufand 
three hundred and eighty. Mofes lived about the 
year 2500, therefore there was a diftancc ofeight 
centuries between the one and the other; now it is 
an infult upon conunon fenfe, a downright moc- 
kery, thus to abufe the'licenfe of quoting, by pre- 
tending to prove, that a writer was of this or that 
b^inibri, from a pafTage in anodher writer who 
lived eight hnndred years after him, and who has 
not even made any mention of fuch opinion. Ic is 
beyond contradiction, that the immortality of the 
foul, and rewards and puniihmcnts . after death, 
iirc clearly and pofitively expneffed, and declared 
tn the? New-Teftament, and it is eqiially certain^ 
%hat tfothing coifcerriing thdn is to be found In any 
one part of the five books of Mofes. 

Notwilhftanding that, the Jews did afterwards 

embrace this dodrine ; they were far from having 

a proper idea of the fpirituality of the foul ; they 

^14. thought 
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fome of their fctSl were admitted to the high- 
prieflhood. 



thought in common with mod other nationi, that 
the foul was an ancompoonded aSrial light fob- 
fiance, that rctamrd the appearance of the body it 
had formerly animated ; and hence came the term 
apparition, manes of the dead. Several fathers of 
the church were of the iame optnioo. Tertullian, 
in his twenty -fecond chapter^ De Ar.ltnk, expref- 
ft$ himfelf thus : *' Defiftimus animam Dei flato 
** natam> immorulem^ corporalem, e/iigiaum| 
•< fabftantia fimplicem /' thatis, '< We dc£ne the 
^ foul a fubftance, formed by the breath of God; 
•* of an immortal^ corporeal, figuraiive« and fim* 
«< pic nature." 

St. Ireneasin the thirty-fourth chapter of hit A* 
cond book, fays, «* Incorporates funt aniniae qtian* 
*' turn ad comparationem morialium corporom." 
'* Souls are incorporeal in cooiparifon of mortal 
•* bodies/' Adding, ** Cbrift has taught qs* that 
** the foul retains the image of the bo<Iy ;'' << Ca* 
** raAerem corporum in quo adoptantur, &c.'* 
Cbrift does not appear ever to have taught fuch a 
doctrine, and it is difficult to usdcrftaod what St. 
Ircneus means in this paflage* 

i Sc. 
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St; Hilary, in his commentary on St. Matthew, 
18 ftill more cxprefs and poiitive ; he roundly af- 
fcrts the foul to have have a corporeal fubftancc, 
** Corporcam naturae fuse, fubftantiam fortiuntur."* 

St. Ambrofe on Abraham* book ii. chap, viil* . 
will have it that there is nothing free from matter*, 
unlefs it be the fubflanceof the.Ble^fed Trinity.. 

Thefe reverend fathers feem to hdve been very 
indifferent philofophers. ; but there is the greateft 
reafon to believe, that their divinity was in the 
main very found ;. inafmiich, as notwichftanding 
their ignorance of the incomprehenfible nature of 
the ibul, they afferted it to be imnaortali and en- 
deavoured to make itChriflian. . 

We know that the foul, is of a. fpiritual nature,, 
but we do not at all k^ow what fpiritis. We are 
very imperfedtly acquainted with matter, nor is it 
poifible for us to have a didinfl idea, of what 
is not matter*. Hardly capable of underhand- 
ing what effefts our fenfes have, , we cannot of- 
curfeives know any thing of what furpafles the - 
bound of thofe ienfet*. We carry fome few word^ 
of our common language into the inexplorable - 
depths of metaphyfi.cs and divinity, in or- 
der to acquire fome flight idea of thofe things,, 
which we coold nercc cooceive or ejy^t; aiki< 
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we ufe thofe words as props to fupport the fteps of 
our feeble tinderflandings, in trarelling through 
thofe onkoown regions. 

Thus we make ufe of the word fpirit, which is 
th^fame as breath or air, to exprefs foroething 
which is not matter | and this word breath, ait» 
fpirit, inrpiring us infeniibly with an idea of an on- 
compounded and light fubilance.we dill refine upon 
t^iis as much as po/Tible, in order to obtain a proper 
conception of pure and fimple fpirituality ; boC 
we (hall never be able to obtain a diftioA no- 
tion of this : we do not even know what we (ky^ 
when we pronounce the word fubdance ; in its 
litcrnl fignlfication, it fignifiei fomething beneath, 
and tlicrc! y (hews us that it is incomprehenfibhe ; 
for what i* meant by that which is beneath? The 
knowledge of the fccrets of God if not to be ac- 
quired in this life. Plunged as we arc in mortal 
obfcurity, we fight againdeach other, and (Irike at 
random in the darknefs with which we arc fur- 
rounded, without precifcly knowing for what we 
arc fighting. 

If mat.kind would confidcr all this with atten. 
lion, every rcafonablc pcrfon will be ready to cob- 
dude, that we ought to have the grcated indui- 
gcncc for the opinions of others, and by our con- 
duct, tni$zymr to merit th;e fame from thenu 

The 
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The Pharifces held fatality or predeftinatlon f, 

and 



The above remarks are not at all foreign to the 
principal point in qucftion, which is to know whe- 
ther men are bound to tolerate each other ; inaf- 
much, as by proving that in all times thofe of dif^ 
ferent opinions have been alike miftaken, it ap» 
pears to have been the duty of all mankind in every 
age, to treat each other with kindnefs and for- 
bearance. 

t The dodlrine of predeftination is both of long 
ftanding and univcrfal ; we find it in Homer. 
Jupiter was deiirous to fave the life of his for* 
Sarpedon ; but Deliiny had marked him for 
death, and Jupiter was- obliged to fubmit. Def- 
tiny was with the philofophers, either the necef.. 
fary concatenation of caufes and effefti neceflarily 
produced by nature, or that fame concatenation 
ordained by Providence; the latter of which is moil 
reafonable. Wc find the whole fyftem of fatality, 
orpredpftination comprized in this line of Annaeas 
Seneca :. •* Ducunt volentem fata, nolcntem tra- 
" hunt.'* It has been always acknowlcged, that 
God governs the univerfe by eternal, univerfal, and 
immutable laws : this truth gave rife to the many 
I 6 uninr- 
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and believed in the MetempTiohofii (i the Efle- 
nians thought that the fouls of the juft went 



unintelligible difputea concerning free*will, which 
had never been defined before the great philofo- 
-pher Lock arofe, who has proved it to be the 
power of ading. God bedows this power; and 
.fliant aAing freely according to the eternal decrees 
•of Providence, is one of the wheels of the great ma« 
chine of the univerie.. Free-will has been a fubjedl 
of dilatation froxnall antiquity ( but no one 'till of 
late times, was ever perfecuied on this AibjeA« 
How horrible, how abfurd is it p have imprifon- 
ed and banifhed on account of this diipute, a- 
Pompone d'AndiUy, an Arnaod* a Nicole, a Sacy,. 
and To many others who were the /hining lighti of- 
' France ! 

) The Theological Romance of die MrtempC- 
chofis came from India,, a part of the world to- 
which we are indebted for maoy more fabln thao. 
is generaUjTbelicved. We find this dodlrine ex. 
plained by that beautiful poet Ovid, in the twelfth- 
book of his Metamorphofes. It has been received in 
almoil every part of the world, and has tvtry 
where met with iu oppoicrs : nevertheleA, we Jo 
not find that any prieA among the antients ever 
procured a diiciple of Pythagoras to be fen t to 
prUba. 

kitm 
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X Neither the antient Jews, Ae Egyptians, nor 
the Greek?, their cotemporarits, belieyed that the 
ibul of man went to heaven after death. .The 
Jews thought, that the fun and moon were placed 
iomt leagues above us in the fame circle, and that 
the firmament was a thick and folid vault,, which, 
fupported the weight of the waters, that however, 
femetimesran out thfough the crevioet in this vault*. 
The antieot Greeks placed the palace of their gods 
upon mount Olympus. And the abode of heroes 
after death, was in Homer's time, thought to be ia 
an ifland beyond the ocean. This hkewife was. 
tiie opinion of the E/Ienians* 

After Homer,.pIanets were affignedto the gods ;.. 
but there was no more reafon tor men to place a 
god in the moon, than for the inhabiunts of the 
moon to place a god in our planet of the earth. 
Juno and Iris had no other palaces ailigncd thenv 
but the clouds,., where there was no place to reil the 
fole of their feet* Among the Sabcanf , . every 
deity h^d its (lar. Sut as the.flars are little funs, 
it would be impoffible to live there,, without par- 
taking of the nature of fire. Upon the whole, then,, 
it is very needlefs to enquire what the antients 
thought of heaven ; fince the bed anfwer that caa. 
be given is, they thought nothing about it. 

wicked 
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wfckcd into a kind of Tartariif or HcH. TTicy 
ofFerc^ no facrifices -, anJ aflembled together in, 
particular fynagogues of ihjcir own. In a word, 
if we examine nicely into the Jewiib oeconoi- 
my, we ihall be furprized to find the inoft 
extenfive toleration prevailing amidft the rooft 
ibocking barbarities* This i» indeed a contr»» 
diftion, but almoft all people have been govern- 
ed by contradiAions. Happy are thofe whofe 
manners are mild, while their laws are Uoodyl 
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CHAP. XIV. 
If Non-Toleration was taught by Christ. 

LET us now fee whether Chrift eftabHfh- 
ed fanguinary laws, whether he enjoined 
non-toleration, inftituted the horrors of the 
inquifition, or the butchery of an Auto-da-fe. 

There are, unlefs I am much miftaken, very 
few pafligcs in the New-Tcftament from which 
the fpirit of perfecution can have inferred that 
tyranny and conftraint in religious matters art 
permitted : one is the parable, wherein tho king- 
dom of heaven is likened unto a certain king, 
who made a marriage for his fon, and fent 
forth his fervants to invite gueflf to the wed- 
ding, faying, *' tell ihem which were bidden, 
^* my oxen and my failings are killed, and all 
** things are ready, come unto the marriage |." 
But thofe who were b dden, made light of the 
invitation, one going to his farm, and another 
to his buftnefs ; and the reft of them took .the 
king's fervants and flew them. Upon: which 

H Matth. ch. x«u. v. i — 13. 
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be {ent forth his armies and deftroyed thofe 
murderers, and burnt up their city. After this 
he fent out into the highways, to invite all that- 
could be ^und to come to the marriage ; but 
one of the guefts happening to fit down to tablo 
without a wedding- garment, the king ordered 
him to be bound hand and foot, and caft lAto- 
•uter darknefi. 

But it is clear, that this allegory relates onljr 
to the kingdom of heaven ; therefore, afluredly. 
no man can afl'ume a right frc»m thence to fes- 
ter or impiifon his neighbour who ibould come 
to dine with him, without bting properly dref- 
cd } nor do I iK-lievi:, that hidoiy fumilbes us 
with any inAanc c of a prince caufmg one of his 
courtiers to br hanged upon fuch an occafiun : 
and there is little reafon to apprehend, that 
when the cmp."iMr fend his pages to any of the 
princes of the empire to invite them to an enter- 
tainment, thofe princes ibould fall upon the 
pages and kill them. 

The invitation to the marriage- feaft, is a 
type of the preaching of thegofpel; and the 
murder of the king's fervants, is figurative of 
the perfecution ol thofe who preach wifdom 
and virtue. 

The 
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The other parable is that of a private perfofi 
who made a great fupper, to which he invited 
many of his friends |, and when he was ready 
to fit down to table, fenC his fervants to tell 
them that all things was ready ; but one ex^ 
cufed himfelf} by faying, that he had bought a 
piece of ground, and muft needs go and ke it^ 
an excufe which was not admiffibie, as no one 
goes to vifit their lands in the night-iime -, ano- 
ther faid he had b9ught five yoke of oxen, and 
was going to prove them i he was tis much to 
blame as the other, fince no one would go tp 
prove oxen at fupper-time: the tbiid faid 
•he bad married a wife, and could not -come; 
^hislaft Was ccrtainjy a very good •coccufe. The 
jiiiafter of the. hoitfe being very angry at this dkt 
ap^intment, told his fervants togountothe 
greets and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
j|>oor, and the maimed, the hair, and theblkidi 
this being done, and finding that there was yet 
jQom, he (aid unio his fervant, ^^ Go out into 
*' the hjghw|iys and hedges, and compel them 
*' (that you find) to come in." 

It is true, that we, are not expre&Iy told that 
this parable is a type of the kingdom of heaven, 
and the words <' compel them to come in," 



have 
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have been perverted to very bad pufpofei ) but 
it h very evident, that one fingle fervant could 
not forcibly compel evtty perfon he met to come 
and fup with hii mafter i bdtdenf the company 
of people ib compelled would Mt have made 
'thefupper very agreeable, ** Compel them 
to come in,^ xhtfchte^ meani nothing more, 
according to commentatori of the beft rrputa* 
tion^ than pray, dcfirf, pvth ihcm to come in \ 
i\%ttthTt what connediton, for heaven -Akf, 
'can prayers and iiTvirattoni have with p^rfe* 
cution i 

But to take thingi in a literal icnfe, ia it ne« 
ce/Iary to be maimed, halt, and blind, or to be 
compelled by force to enter into the bofom of the 
church? Chrift faya in the fame parable, 
^* When thou makc/t a dinner, or a fupper, call 
" not thy frirnda nor thy brethren, nor thy rick 
*• kinfmcn ;" but did any one ever infer from 
•thcnr/», (hat wc fliould ncvtr dine ox ftip wifh 
bur frirndf or kinfrncn, If they happen to be 
worth n;oji7y f ' 

Our Kavif/ur, after tlw« paral/lc of the feaft, 
fayft, ** If any man conn to me, ar.d hate not 
** hi<» fath';f aiKfm'/thcr,hl* wife and children, 
♦♦ hi* brethren and fitters yea, and hii own 
«' life aifo, h^cannol be tfvf difciple, k^/* But 

ia 
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18 there any perfon living fo unnatural to con- 
clude from hence, that he ought to hate his fa- 
ther and mother and his neareft relations ? And 
IS it not evident to one of the meaneft capacity, 
that the true interpretation of thefe words is, 
hefitate not between me, and your deareft af- 
kStions ? 

The following paflages in the eighth chapter 
of St. Matthew is alfo quoted; ** Whofoevcr 
heareth not the word of God fhall be like to 
** an heathen, and like one who fitteth at the 
** receipt of cuftom ;" but certainly, this is not 
faying that we ought to perfecute all unbelievers 
and cuftom-houfe officers ; they are frequently 
curTed indeed, but they are not delivered up the 
arm of fccular power. And fo far from de- 
priving the latter of any part of the prerogatives 
of citizens, they are indulged with the grearcft 
privileges; and though their profcffion is the 
only one condemned in fcripture, it is of all 
others the mod protected and favoured by every 
government. Why then (hould[not we fhow 
fome indulgence to our brethren who are unbe- 
lievers» while we load with benefits our breth- 
ren the tax-gatherers i 
• 

Ano- 
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Another paflage which bat been groftly abnf^ 
tdf 1$ that in St. Mattbe>v and St. Mark^ where 
we are told, that JcAjs being hungry in cbe 
morning, and coming to a fig Uee which bad 
no leaves, (for it was not the time of figi) 
Jefui curfed ibe treey and it immediately di ied 
up- 

Thra miracle has been exphined feveral dlffc^ 
rent ways; but not one of them appears to au* 
thorize perfecution. Tbo* a fig-tree could not 
be expelled to bear fruit in the beginning o£ 
.March, yet we find it blafled : but is that a 
reafon why we (bould bUft our brethren with 
tffli£lion in all feafons of the year ? When we 
meet with any thing in holy writing that may 
occafion doubts in our vain and inquifitive- 
minds, we fhould pay it all due reverence, but 
let us not make uie of it to countenance crucit/ 
and peifecution. 

The fpirit of perfccution which perverta- 
every thing, has alfo ftrained in its own vindi- 
cation the ftory of Chrift driving the buyers and 
fellers out of the temple, and that of his fend* 
ing a legion of devils out of the body of the 
man polIcfTcd with an evil fpirit into two thou- 
fand unclean animals; but cannot any one 
perceive, that thefe two inftances were no 

otbcx 
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other than z&s of jufticc, which God himfelf 
deigned to execute for a contravention of 
his law ? It was a difrefpefl (hown to the houfe 
of the Lord, to change his dwelling into a" 
market for buyers and feflers. And although 
the Sanhedrim and its pr'u.ih mi^ht permit this 
traffic for the greater convenience of their facri- 
fices ; yet the God to whom thefe f^criiices 
were offered, might, doubtlcfs, though under a 
human (hape, overcurn this profane pradice. In 
the fame manner mi^ht he punifh thofe who 
brought into the country whole troops of thofe « 
animals which were prohibited by that law, of 
which he himfelf deigned to be an obfcrver, 
Thefe two examples then have not the leaft 
connexion with perfecution for religion- fake; 
and the fpirit of non-toleration mufl certainly 
be founded upon very falfe principles, when it 
every where fecks fuch idle pretexts. 

Cbrifl, in almofl: every other part of his gof- 
pel, both by his words and anions, preaches up 
nildnefsy forbearance, and indulgence. Wit- 
nefs the father who receives his prodigal fon ; 
and the workman who comes at the laft hour, 
and yet it paid as much as the others ; vitnefs 
the dbariuble Samaritao s and Cbrtft himielf; 
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who excufes his difciples for not fading ; who 
pardons the woman who had finned.; and only 
recommends fidelity for the future to the wo« 
man caught in adultery. He even condefcends 
to partake of the innocent mirth of thofe who 
are met at the marriage-feaft in Cana, and 
who being already warmed with wine, and 
wanting flill more, Chrifl is pleafed toferform 
a miracle in their favour, by changing their wa« 
ter into wine. He is not even incenfed againft 
Judas, who he knew to be about to betray him; 
he commands Peter never to make ufe of the 
fword, and reprimands the fons of Zebedee, 
who, after the example of Elias, wanted to call 
down fire from heaven to confume a town in 
which they had been rcfufed a lodging. In a 
word, he himfclf died a victim to malice 
and pcrfecution ; and, if one might dare to 
compare God with a mortal, and facrcd things 
with prophane, his death, humanly fpeak- 
ing, had a great rcfemblance to that of Socrates. 
The Greek philofopher fufFercd by the hatred 
of the fophifts, the priefis, and the heads of the 
people ; the Chriftian law-giver by that of the 
Scribes, Pharifecs, and pricfts. Socrates might 
have avoided death, but vouM not ; Chrifl of- 
fered hinifclf a voluntaiy facrifice. The Greek 
philofopher not only pardoned his falfe accufers 

anJ 
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and iniquitous judges, he even defired them to 
treat his children as they had done himfclf, 
fhould they be one day happy enough, like him, 
to defer vc their hatred. The Chiiflian law- 
giver, infinitely fuperior to the heathen, be- 
fought his father to forgive his enemies. If 
ChriA feemed to fcJir death, and that ihe agonies 
he was in at its approach, drew from him fwcat 
mixed with blood, which is the mod violent 
and rare of all fymptoms, it was becaufc he 
condefcendcd to fubmit to every weaknefs of 
the human frame which he had taken upon 
him ; his body trembled, but his foul was un- 
fbaken. By his example we may learn,, that 
true fortitude and greatnefs conflft in fupport- 
ing thofe evils at which our nature (hrinks^ 
It is the heighth of courage to meet death at the 
fame time that we fear it. 

Socrates accufed the fophifts of ignorance, 
and convi£ted them offalfliood: Jefus, in his 
Godlike character, accufed the Scribes and 
Pbarifccs of being hypocrites, blind guides and 
fools, and a race of vipers and ferpents. 

Socrates was not accufed of attempting to 
found a new fe£t; nor was Cbrift charged with 
endeavouring tointrpduce a^cw one* We/are 

told 
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told in St. Matthew, thu the great men and 
the priefts, and all the council, fought falft 
witneft againft Jefui to put him to death. 

Now, if they were obliged to feck for falft 
witnefles, they could not charge him with hav- 
ing preached openly againft the law; befideSf 
it was evident, that he complied In every re* 
fpeS with the Mofaic law, from his birth to 
hit death. He wtf circumcifed the eighth day 
like other Jewiih children ; he was baptized 
in Jordan, agreeable to a ceremony held facred 
among the Jews, and among all the other peo- 
ple of the Eaft. All impurities of the law were 
dcanfed by baptifm; it was in this manner 
their pricfts were confecrated at the folcmn feaft 
of the expiation, every one plunged himfelf in 
the water, and all new-made piofclytes under- 
went the fame ceremony. 

Moreover, Jefus obferved all the points of 
the law; he feafted tvtry fabbath-day, and he 
Hbftained from forbidden meau ; be kept all the 
feftivals, and even before his death, he celo* 
braicd that of the paflbver ; he was not accuf'- 
ed of embracing any new opinion, nor of ob- 
ferving any ftrange ritei . Bom an liraclite, he 
dwayi lived as aolfraelite. 

He 
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He was accufed indeed by two witnefles, of 
having faid that he could deftroy the temple, 
and build it up again in three days; aipeech al- 
gether unintelligible to the carnal Jews, but 
which did not amount to an accufation of feek« 
ing to found a new fe£t« 

When he was examined before the high* 
prieft, this latter faid to him, ^^ I command 
<< you, in the name of the living God, to tell us 
« if thou art Chrift , the fon of God." We arc 
not told what the high-prieft meant by the Ton 
of God. This-expreffion was fometimes made 
ufe of to fignify a juft or upright man *, in the 



• It was indeed very difficult, not to fay impof? 
fiblc, for the Jews to comprehend, without an im- 
mediate revelation, the ineffable myftcry of the in- . 
carnation of God, the fan of God. In the fixth 
chapter of Gencfis, we find the fons of great 
men called " the fons of God." In like manner 
the royal Pfalmift calls the tall cedars, ** the cc- 
<« dars of God." Samuel fays, " the fear of God 
*« fell lipon the people ;" that is, a violent fear 
feized them. A great tempeft is called the wind 
of the Lord, and Saul's diflemper, the melancholy 
•f the Lord. Neverthelefs, the Jews fee;ned to 
K luve 
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foinc manner as the words fon of Belial, to fij- 
nify a wicked perfon. The carnal Jewa bad 
no idea of the facred myftery of the fon of 

Ciod, (iod himfe^f, coming upon earth. 

Jcfua anfwercd the high-prieft, *< thou haft 
*' faid ; ncvcrthclcfs, I fay unto you, hereafter 
>^ fliall yc fee the (on of man fitting on the ripht 
•^ hand of the power of (rod, and coming ia 
•* (he clouds of heaven t." 

This anfA'cr was looked upon by the whole 
siflL'nibly as a blafphcmy. Hut the Sanhedrim 
havin.':; no longer the power of life and death, 
th(y fallcly accufcd Jtfus before the Roman 
j.'ovcrnor of the province, ofbcingadifturbcr of 
the public peace, and one who fard they (hould 



have clearly underftood that our Saviour called 
l.iiiifcir tlic f"n of God in the proper fcnfc of that 
\s('rd; and if they looked upon this as a blafphe- 
i.t('ii< expri-fTion, it is an additional proof of their 
i'lior.incr ofihe incarnrllon, and of God, the fon 
fif ( ;«).!, bring Ant upon earth for the redemption 
r>f fiiai'Lit)'!. 

•t Matthew, chap. xxvi. ver. 61—64. 

not 
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not pay tribute to Caefar; and moreover, called 
himfelf king of the Jews. It is therefore in- 
contcftibly eviJeht, that he was accufed of a 
Cfime againft the date. 

Pilate being informed that he was a Gallilean, 
fent him immediately to Herod, the tetrarch of 
Gallilee. This latter thinking it inipoffiblc that 
a perfon of Jefus's appearance (hould pretend to 
bcthehead of a party, or afpi re to royalty, trea.ed 
him with great contempt, and fent him back 
again to Pilate, who had the infamous weaknefs 
to condemn him to death, as the only means to 
appeafe the tumult raifed againfl: himfelf j more 
efpecially as he had lately experienced the re- 
volt of the Jews, as weare^old by Jofephus. 
On this occafion Pilate did not Ihow the fatnc 
generofity which the governor Feftus did af- 
terwards. 

I now dcfire to know, whether toleration or 
non toleration appears to be of divine prefcrip- 
tion ? Let thofe who would refemble Chrift, 
be martyrs^ and not executioners. 
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CHAR XV. 
TiiTfMOifiii igiinft PiitiicvTioir* 

IT Is in Impioui uA io deprive men of li- 
berty in mttter* ofrcligion, or prerent tbem 
from mtkiog choice of t God* No God nor 
mtn would be pletfed with t forced ferrice. 
{Ap0hiitU chflp«xxiv.) 

Wft§ violence to be ufed in defence of the 
faith, the bifliopi would oppofc it* (St, Htta* 
r/V/f lib, i.) 

Religion when forced ceafei to be religion \ 
we (hould per Aiadc and not compel. Religion 
cannot be commanded. (LaClantiui^ lib. iii.) 

It if deteftable herefy to endeavour to bnng 
over by violence, bodily puniflimenti, or impri* 
fonmentt, thofe whom we cannot convince by 
reafoning. (5/. AtlHtnafiui^ lib. i,) 

Nothing 
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Nothing is more contradiflory to true rcli- 
.gion than conftraint. {St. Jujiin^ Martyr^ lib. v.) 

Is it for us to perfecute thofe whom Cod 
tolerates ? faidSt. Auguftine, before hisdifputc 
with the Doiiatifts had Toured hisdifpofition. 

Let no violence be done to the Jews. (7^ 
56/A Canon of the 4/* Council of Toledo,) 

Advife but compel not* (5/, Barnard^ LM' 
Sen.) 

We do not pretend to overcome error by 
violence.- (Spacb of the Clergy of France to Lewis 
XIV.) 

Vft have always difapproveJ of rigorous 
Hicafures. {Affemhiy of the Clergji Augtift iiy 
X560.) 

We know that faith may yield to perfuafion, 
but it never will be controulcd. ( Flechier bijhop 
of Nime'sy Letter^ 19.) 

We ought to abftain even from reproachAil 
fpeechcs. (Bijhop of Bailey's Pajloral Letters.) 

K 3 Re- 
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Remember that the difeafes of thr foul arc 
not to be cured by rd[lraint and violence^ 
Cardinal Camus* Pa/loral L/flru^has for the Tear 
j688.) 

Indulge every one with civil toleration* 

[jlrchbi/hcp Fenelon to the Duke of Burgundy,) 

Compulfion in religion proves the fpirit* which 
di£);ates it to be an enemy to truth. ' {Dirois^ 
a Do£i&r of the Sorbonne^ b. vi. chap.tv) 

Compulfion may make hypocrites, but nevef 
caapcrfaade. {Tcllemcnt's tliji, Ecclef. torn, vi.) 

We have thought it conformable to equity 
and rig;ht reafoo, to wa)k in the paths of the 
aiuient church, which vi \zx uftd violence to 
eftablifli or extend religion. (RemonJIrance of 
tlje Parliament of Paris to Henry IL) 

• Experience teaches us, that violence is more 
likjjy to irritate, than to cure a diftemper which 
is fcdted in the mind. [De Thou*% Efijlle De* 
dkatoiy tq Henry IV,) 

Faith 
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Faith if not infpirexl by the edge of the 
fword. {Cerefter in thi Reigns of Henry IV, and 
Lewis XilL) 

It is a barbarous zeal which pretends to 
force any religion upon the mind, as if per- v 
fuafion could be produced by conftraint. 
■{BoukinviJlier's State of France,) 

It is with religion as with love; command ca;i 
<lo nothing, conftraint ftill lefs ; nothing is fo 
^independent as love and belief. [Amelot de la 
Houjfaie. on Cardinal Offatfs Letters,) 

If providence has been fo kind to you as to 
give you a knowledge of the truth,, receive it 
as aninftance of his great good nefs j but fhould 
thofe who enjoy the inheritance of their fa- 
ther, hate thofe who do not ? {Spirit ofLawSy 
book XXV.) 

One might compofe an immenfe volume of 
. fuch paflages. All our hiftories, d'^courfes, fer- 
mons, moral treatifes, and catechifms of the 
prefent lime, abound with, and inculcate this 
holy dodrine of indulgence. What fatality, 
what faife reafon, then leads us to contradi£):, 
fcy our pra£lice, the theory wc are every day 
K '4 teach- 
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teaching? When our adions give |he 1 
cur morals, it muft certainly proceed froi 
thinking it our intereft topradife the contr 
what we teach ; but what advantage cai 
from perfecuting thofe who do not think i 
fame manner as we do, and thereby makinj 
fdves hated by them ? One e more then, I 
repeat it, there is the higheft abfurdity in j 
cution. It may be replied, that thofie 
found it their intereft to lay a rtftraint upi 
coniciences of others, are not abfurd in i 
ing. To fuch men I addiefs the folk 
chapter. 



CI 
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CHAP XVI. 

A Conversation between a Dying Maw^ 
and one in good health* 

AN inhabitantof a country village, lying at 
the point of de^th, was vifited by a perfbn 
in good health, who came to infult him in His 
laft moments with the following fpeech. 

Wretch that thou art ! think as I dp this in- 
ftant, fign this writing immediately, confefs that 
five propofitions are to be found in a book that 
neither thou nor I have ever read) adopt imme* 
diately the opinion of Lanfranc againftBerenga* 
rius, and of St. Thomasagainft St.£onaventure; 
join with the council of Nice againft the council 
of Frankfort; and explain to me out of handy 
how the words, <* My father is greater than 
,** me," fignify exafily, ** I am as great as him/' 
Tell me alfo in what manner the father commu- 
nicates all his attributes to the fon, excepting 
the fatherhood. i or I will have have thy 
body thrown to the fowls of the air, thy 
children deprived of their inheritance, thy wife 
#fUer do very,, and thy family turned out to beg 
Ks. their 
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their bread, which (hall be fefufed then] by thofe 
who are like myfeif • 

Dying Mah^ 

I fcarce underftand what you fay; your 
threats ftrikc my cars confufedly, they trouble 
my mind, and render my laft moments terrifjj^ 
^g. In the name of God have pity on me 1 

Cruel Man. 

Pity ! I can have none for thee, unlefi thoi& 
art exaflly of my opinion. 

Dying Man; 

Alas ! you mud be fenfible that in thcTe my 
laft moments, my fenfes are all impaired, the 
doors of my underftaqding are fluit, my ideas 
arc loft in confuiion, and I have hardly any 
fcntiments remaining. Am I then in in a con- 
dition to difpute i 

Cruel Man. 

Well then, if thou can'ft not believe as I 
would have thee, only fay that you do, and 
that will content me. 

Dyiko 
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By I AG Maui 

ttow! would you have i^e perjure myfelf, 
to pleafe you, when I aca. going iaao iofiant 
to appear before tjie judgnfent-feat of that God 
who is the avenger of perjury i 

Cruel Mam. 

Vo DK^tjBf; thpu.wilt h^^e ,the plcafurp to 
he interred in ho]f ground, and thy wife and 
children wUl^bAve wjxerevvitb^ to mfuiUain; 
ithem after thy death. Die an hypocrite: 
hypocrify i^ a very good thing ; I have heard 
fyy^ . it is the hpri\age which vice pays to virtue. 
^A little hypoqiiy^ friend, can't coft you muchi 

Dying Man. 

Surely, you rauft either not acknowledge a 
God, or hold him very cheap, fince you re- 
quire me to tell a lie with my laft breath, when 
you yoiirfetf muft foon appear in judgmeiit 
before him, and anfwer for that 11^ 

K 6 Cruer 
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In(6t€ntwf€tehl da&Aaubfiimtlionat 

Dvffia Mait* 

P§rdon mtf hrocbcr^I md^r (ear jou Jo ooC 
know bim. The God wbom I aJorCf Icndi im 
alibif cioM m incfttfe of ftrrogcb, to tell you 
wiib mjdyfng wordiytfaac {f you bdicire io bioif 
yott ougbf 10 bebaire lotrai di me with cbar kf^ 
He btf given me my wife uid cbiUrefi^ do ooc 
you make cbem perifli with mHery* At for my 
body* io with it ai (eemt good to you ^ I leave 
ic at your difpo&l ^ but lee me conjure you to 
believe in God« 

CftuKL Mav; 

Come, come, truce with your reilbnin;, and 
do af 1 bid you i I will have it fo ^ I command 

you (o do it. 

Dyjno Mak« 

But what advantage can you have in tliui 
lorfneutipfmc? 

CituiL 
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Cruel Mav. 

What advantage! why, tf I can make you 
fign, it will be worth a good canonfliip to mc^ 

Dying Man* 

Ahl brother; my laft moment approaches;. 
I am expiring^ but I will pray to God to toucb 
' your hearty that you may be converted* * 

Cruel Man« 

The devil take the impertinent puppy he baa 
not figned after all I Well, Til e'en fign for him, 
it is but a little forgery. 

The following letter is a confirmation of the 
above do Arine» 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVIL 

A Letter from a Bcqrficcd Prieft, to Father 
Lb Tellier, the Jefuit, dated the 6th of 
May, 1 7 14. 

Reverend Fathern 

TH E following is in obedicQce to tbte pr- 
ders I received from your reverence, to 
lay before you the moft cfFctSlual means for de- 
livering Jefus and his company from their ene- 
inies. 

I believe there may be remaining at this time 
in the kingdom not ncorc than five hundred 
thoufand Hugonots, fomc fay a million, others 
a million and a half; but Ivt the number be 
^ what what it will, the folio a in^ is my advice ; 
which, however, as in duty bound, I fubmit 
with all humility to your reverence's judg- 
ment. 

In the firft place then, it will be very eafy to 
feize in one day all the preachers, and to hang 
them all at one time and in one place, which. 

wiU 
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will not only be a very edifying, but alfo a very 
entertaining exhibition to the people. 

Secondly, I would have all the fathers and 
mothers who arc heretics murdered in theilp 
beds, becaufc the kiHmg them in the ftrects 
might occafion fome little difturbance ; befides, 
by that means fevcral of them might efcapc^ 
which is above all to be prevented. This ex* 
ecu'tion is a neccffary corollary of our princi- 
ples ; for if we ought to kill a heretic, as fo. 
many of oui: great divines have incontcftably 
proved, it is evident, that we ought to kiU th<emt 
all without exception*. 

Thirdly, I would the very next day, marry 
all the daughters to good catholics, inafmuch as 
it would not be politic to depopulate the ftate 
fo much after the late war ; but as for the boys of 
fourteen and fifteen years of age, who have al- 
ready imbibed bad principles, which we cannot 
hope to root out, 'tis my opinion that they 
ihould be all caftrated, to prevent the race from, 
being ever reproduced. As for the other youn- 
ger lads, they may be brought up in our col- 
leges, where they may be whipped till they have 
learnt by heart the works of Sanchez and JVIo* 
linos. 

Fourthly^^ 
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Fourthly, I think » under corfeAion,. tht fame 
method ought to be taken with all. the Luthe- 
rans of Alface, for I remember in the year X7049 
to havafeen two old women of that country 
laugh on the day of our defeat at Blenheim.. 

Fifthly, What relates to the Janfenifls wilt 
perhaps appear a little more difficult : Ibelievie 
their numbers may amount to about fix mil- 
lions, a little more or lefs y but this ought not 
to give any alarm to a pcrfon of your reve- 
rence's difpofition. I reckon among the Jan« 
fenifts all the parliaments who have fo unwor- 
thily maintained the liberties of the Gallican 
church. I leave it to your reverence to weigh 
with your ufual prudence, the moft efTeAual 
methods for reducing thefe turbulent fpirits* 
The gunpowder-plot failed of the defired fuc- 
cefs, thro' the weaknefs of one of the confpira- 
tors, who wanted to fave the life of his friend : 
but, as your^reverence has no friend, the fame in- 
convenience is not (o be apprehended ( you 
may very eafily blow up all the parliaments in 
the kingdom with the compofition called Put* 
vis Pyrius, invented by the monk Schwartz. 
By my calculation, it will require upon an 
average thirty-fix barrels of powder for each of 
4tbe pailiaments i now if we multiply thirty- 
1 fix 
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fix, the number of barrels, by twelve, the num* 
ber of parliaments, it will make four hundred 
and thirty-two barrels, which, at a hundred 
crowns per barrel, will amount to not quite a 
hundred and thirty thoufand livres; a mefC 
trifle for the reverend father- general* 

The parliaments thus difpofed of, you may 
beftow their places upon your congregationifts, 
who are perfectly well verfed in the laws of the 
realm. 

Sixthly, It will be a very eafy matter to 
poifon the cardinal de Noailies, who is a very 
iimple, unfufpedling man. 

Your reverence may take the fame ileps for 
converfion with feveral of the refradory prelatesi 
and their bi(hoprics, by a biief from the pope, 
may be put into the bands of the Jefuits : thus 
all the hi (hops that remain being (launch to the 
good caufe, and they making a proper choice of . 
curates, I, with your reverence's permiffioa^ 
would give the following advice : 

Seventhly and laftly. As the Janfenifts are 
Taid to take the facrament one time in the year 
«t leaft, which is at Eafler, it would not he 

amiis 
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ao^ift to fcafon the confecratcd wafers with a 
little of that drug which was ufed to do juftice 
*ipon the eaiperor Henry VII. Some nice ca- 
4filler may perhaps tell me,thatinthi8 operation 
we may run fome rifque in poifoning the Mo- 
linifts at the fame ti9ie i there is fome weight in 
this objeftion : but then it (hould be confidercd^ 
that there is no project without its inconveni- 
«ncies ; nor any f)/ Aeni, but what threanens de- 
iftru6tion in fome part. And if we were (o be 
flopped by thefe little difficulties, we (hould ne- 
ver attain our end in any thing : befides, as 
here we have in view the obtaining the great* 
eft of all pofFible advantages, we ihould not 
fufFer ourfelvesi to be -(hocked, though it brings 
With it fome bad confequcnccs, efpecially as 
thofe corifequences are of little or no confidtra^ 
tion. 

And after all, we (ball have nothing to re* 
proach ourfelves with, fince it is proved, that 
the Reformed, as they call themfelvcs, and the 
Janfcnifts, have all of them their portion in 
hell 5 therefore, we only put them in poffeffion 
of their inheritance a little the fooner. 

It is as evident, that heaven belongs of right 
to the Moltnifts i therefore by deftroying them 

b. 



Treatise upon Toleratiok. 211 

by/mi(lake, and without any evil intention, 
we haften their happinefs ; and are in both 
cafes the miniffers of Providence. 

As to thofe who may be a little fhocked at 
the number to be thus made aw.ay with, your 
reverence may remark to them, that from the 
firft flourifhing d^ys of the church to the year 
1707, that is to fay, in about fourteen hundred 
years, religion has occafioried the maflacre of 
upwards of fifty mUlions of perfon'j ; whereas 
by my propofal, not above fix millions and a^ 
half will be put to death by the halier, the dag- 
ger, orpoifon. 

But perhaps it may beobje£led, that my cal- 
culation is not juft, and that I have committed 
an error againft the Rule of Three; inafmuch,. 
as, that if in fourteen hundred years, there pe- 
rifhed fiifty millions of fouls, oti account of fome 
trifling difputes in divinity,^ that makes only 
-thirty-five thoufand fcven hundred and fourteen, 
and fome little fra£lion in a year, and confo- 
quently, that by my method an overplus of fix 
millions fixty-four thoufand two hundred and 
eighty-five and fome fradions, are put to death 
in the current year« But indeed, this^ a -very 
childifti (quibble i nay,. I'll even call it impious : 

foe 
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for is it not plain, that hj my method 9 1 faire 
the lives of all the Catholics, (b long as th^ 
world (hall laft ? But in {hort, there would 
be no end of anfwering every frivolous ob« 

jeAion* 

lam. 

With the moft profound Refped^ 

Reverend Father, 

Your Reverence's 

Moft humble^ 

Mod devout,. 

And moft humane R » 

Native of Angoulemc, 

PrefeAofthe Congregation^ 

This glorious fcheme however could not be 
carried into execution, bccaufe it required a 
confiderable time to . make the neceflary dif- 
pofitionsyand that father Le Tcllicr was banifli- 
cd the year following. But as it is right to 
examine both fides of an argument, it will be 
proper to enquire in what cafes it may be law- 
iul to follow in part the fcheme of the reverend 

lather's 
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Other's correfpondent. It would feem rather 
too fevere to execate it in all its parts : let us 
therefore examine in what cafes we ought to 
break upon the wheel^to hang, or to make galley* 
ilaves of thofe who differ from us in opinion. 
This fhall be the fubjed of the following 
chapter. 
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CHAP XVUL 

The only Ca$I8 In which NoK*ToLit atioh 
maket Paf t of the Human Law. 

FO R a government not to have a right 
lo puniih men lor the r errors, it is ncccf- 
(ary that chofc errors ftiould not be crimes -, and 
they are crimes only when (hey difturb the pub- 
lic tranquility j which chty do whenever thiry 
infpire enthufuftn : it is necefTary theiefore that 
that men ftiould begin by laying afide cnthu- 
fiafm, in order to dt^rcrve toleration. 

If a number of young Jefuits, knowing th^t 
the church holds all repiobatcs and heretics in 
detcfUtion, and that the? opinion of the Jan- 
feniflt having been condemned by 'a bull^ 
this fe£l is confcquenrly reprobate ; there- 
upon go and fet fire to the houfe of the fichert 
of the oratory, bccauic (^jcfut 1 one of that body 
was a Janfenlfti 'tis clear, that the govern- 
ment would be obliged to punifli thofe Jcfuits. 



In 
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In like manner^ if thcfe latter have been 
found to teach the moftreprehenfible doctrines, 
and if their inftitution appears contrary to the 
laws of the kingdom; it becomes neceflary ia 
aboli{h their fociety, and of Jefuits to make 
tliefn ufeful citizens: which, in fz6ky fo far 
from being an opptefGon upon them, as has 
been pretended, is a real good done them ; For 
where is the great oppreflion of being obliged 
to weaf i fliort coat inftead of a kng gown, oi* 
fo be free inflead of being a flare ? In time of 
peace, who!e regiments arc broke without ccmi'' 
plaining ; why then fhould the Jefuits nSakd 
fuch an outcry, when they are broke for thtf 
feke of peace ? 

Were the Francifcans in a tranfport ofiioly 
xeal for the Virgin Mary, to go and pull down 
the church of the Dominicans, who hold Marjf 
to have [been born in original fin, the govern^ 
ment would then be obliged to treat the-Fran* 
cifcans much in the fame manner it has done 
the Jefuits. 

The fame argument will hold good with re- 
gard to the Lutherans and Calvioifls ; for let 
thfem fay, if they pleafe, we follow the dic- 
tates of our confciences, it is more profitable 

5 »• 
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CO obey God than man ; we are the only true 
flocjc^ and therefore ought to cut ofF all the 
wolvef . It is evident that in this cafe they 
tbemfelves are the wolves. 

One of the moft aftontfliing examples of en- 
thufiaTm, was in a little (eA of Denmark^ found- 
ed en one of the beft principles in the world; 
{or thefe people endeavoured to procure the 
eternal happinefs of all their brethren : but the 
coniequcnces of this principle were very fingu« 
lar. As they believed that all the young chil« 
dren who died without baptifm were damned^ 
and that thofc who had the happinefs to die im- 
mediately after the receiving that facrament, 
enter into eternal happinefs, they went forth 
and murdered all the young children of both 
fexes lately baptized whom they could meet 
with ; by this adion, they doubtlefs procured 
the little innocents the greateft of all felicity, by 
preferving them at once from fin, the miferies of 
this life, and hell, and fending them infallibly 
to heaven. But thefe people, in the excefs of 
their charitable zeal, did not confider that it is 
forbidden to do evil that good may come there- 
of j that they had no right over the lives of 
thefe infants i that the greateft part of fa- 
thers 
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tbers and mothers are To carnal, as to defire 
rather to keep their children about them, than 
to fee their. throats cut, though it was to fend 
them to heaven ; and laftly, that it is the duty, 
of the magiftrate to punifli murder, thoughi 
committed with a good intent. 

It fliould ie^mthat the Jews had the grcateft 
tight of any perfons to rob and murder us : for 
although the Old Teftament abounds with ex- 
amples of toleration and indulgence, yet are 
there feveral inftanccs of the contrary , and fomc 
very feverc laws. God did at times command 
his people to kill all idolaters, refcrving only 
the young women fit for the nuptial ftate: 
they look upon us as idolaters j and notwith-* 
{landing that we at prefent tolerate them, they 
might certainly, had they the power ifl| fbeir 
hands, cut us all ofF, excepting our young 
women. , 

Moreover, they would be under an indifpen- 
fable obligation to exterminate the whole 
Turkifli race 5 this fpeaks itfelf •, for the 
Turks are at prefent in poffcffion of the coun- 
tries of the Hittites, the Jebufites, the Amo- 
rites, the Girgafhites, &c. &c. All which 
people were laid under a curfe, and all their 
' L coun- 
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country, which was about five and twentf 
leagues in extent, was given to the Jews by fe- 
ral fucceflive covenants; confequently they 
ought to refume poflfei&on of their o^n, which 
the Turks have ufurped from them for upwards 
of a thoufand years. But if the Jews were to 
reafon in this manner now-a-days, it is pretty 
certain we fhould make them no other anfwer^ 
but by impaling them alive. 

Thefe are the only cafes in which pcrfecutioR 
appears reafonable* 
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CHAP- XIX. 

Account of a Controverfial Difputc difputc 
which happened in China, 

IN the beginning of the reign of the great 
emperor Cam-hl, a mandarin of the city of 
Canton hearing a great mife and outcry in the 
houfe adjoining to that he dwelt in, fcnt to 
know if they were murdering any one ; but was 
told that it was only a Danifli ahnoner, a 
Dutch chaplain, and a Jefuit difputin^ together; 
upon which he ordered them to be brought be- 
fore him, and enquired of them the occafion of 
their quarrel ? 

The Jefuit, who was the fitft that ^kc, 
faid, that it was a very grievous thing to him, 
who was always in the right, to have to do with 
people who were always in the wrong j that 
he had at firft began to reafon with them with 
the greateft coolnefs -, but that, at length, he 
could not but own his patience had left him« 

The mandarin then reprefented to all threci 

with all imaginable candour^ how neceilary jc 

L z was 
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toobfervedecorumandgood fiianncrtevcnindifl 
putation ', he told them that no one ever gave 
way to heats or paflion in China, and dcTired to 
be informed of the nature of their difpute t 

My lord, faid the Jcfuit,! take you forjudge 
in this affair. Thefe two gentlemen refufe to 
fubmit to the dccifions of the council of 
Trent. 

T am furprifed at that, replied the Mandarin* 
Then turning towards the two refraflory par- 
ties, Gentlemen, faid he, you ought to (hew a 
deference to the opinion of a great aflembly ; 
I do not know what the council of Trent is i 
but a number of perfons muft always have op« 
portunities of knowing better than one fingle 
man. No one ought to imagine that he knows 
more than all others, and that reafon dwells 
only with him : this is the do£hine of our 
great Confucius; therefore, if you would take 
my advice, abide by what the council of Trent 
has decreed. 

The Dane then began to fpeak in his turn. 

Your Excellence, faid be, has delivered your- 

fclf with great wifdom and prudence : we have 

ftll that rcfpea for great affemblies that wo 

6 ought I 
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ought J and accordingly we fubmit entirely to 
the opinions of feveral councils that were held 
at the fame time with that of Trent. 

Oh ! if that is the cafe, faid the Mandarin^ 
I a(k your pardon, you may doubtlefs be in the 
tight. So then, it feei;ns you and the Dutch- 
man are of one opinion againft the Jefuit. 

Not in the leaft, anfwcrcd the Dutchman, 
this man here (pointing to the Dane) enter- 
tains notions almoft as extravagant as thofe of 
the Jefuit, who pretends to Co much mildnefa 
before you. 'Sblood I there is no bearing this 
with patience {. 

I cannot conceive what you mean, faid the 
Mandarin ; are you not all three Chriftians I 
are you not all three come to teach the Chrif« 
tianteligion in our empire? and ought you not 
confequently to have all the fame tenets ? ' 

You fee how it is, my lord, faid the Jefuit : 
thefe two men here, are mortal enemies to each 
other ; and yet both of them difpute againft 
me ', this makes it clear, that they are both in 
the wrong, and that reafon is on my fide. 
L 3 I 
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I do not think it is fo very clear, replied ibe 
Mandarin^ for it may very well happen that 
you arc all three in the wrong. But I fhould 
be glad to hear your arguments fingly. 

The Jcfuit then made along difcourfe, while 
the Dutchman and the Dane at every period 
flirufrged up their (houlders, and the Mandarin 
could not make any thing of what he heard. 
Tiic Dane now took the lead in his turn, while 
hii two advcrfarics looked upon him with mani* 
fcfl figna of contempt; and the Mandarin, 
when he haJ fioiflicJ, remained as wife as be* 
fort-. The Dutchman had the fame fuccefs*. 
At length, they began to talk alt three together^ 
aud broke out into the moft fcurrilous revil- 
ings. The honeft Mandarin could hardly get 
in a word j at length he difmiflcd them, faying. 
If you expc£t to have your dodiine tolerated 
here, begin by {hewing an example of it to 
each other. 

At leaving the houfe, the Jcfuit met with a 
Dominican miflionary, to whom he related what 
had paflcd -, and cold him, that he had gained 
his caufe ; for you may be aflured, added he, 
that truth will always prevail. The Domini- 

can 
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can replied. Had I been there, friend, you 
would not fo eafily have gained your caufe -, for 
I Ihquld have proved you to be an idolator and 
a liar. Upon this, there arofe a violent difpute 
between them ; and the Jefuit and the Friar - 
went to fifty-cuffs. The Mandarin being in- 
formed of this fcandalous behaviour, ordered 
them both to be f^nt to prifon. A fub- manda- 
rin afked his Excellence, how long he would 
pleafe to have them remain in confinement? 
Till they are both agreed, faid the judge. 
Then, my lord, anfviered the fub-mandarin, 
they will remain in prifon all their days. Well 
then, faid the Mandarin, let them Aay till they 
forgive one another. That they will never do. 
rejoined the deputy, I know them very well, y 
Indeed ! faid the Mandarin 5 then let itbq tilW''''^ 
they appear fo to do« ' I 
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CHAP, XX. 



Whether it is of Service to indulge the P^pfe 
in Superstition. 



SUCH is the weakncfs and pcrvcrfity of the 
human race, that it is undoubtedly more 
eligible for them to be fubje£l to every poffiblo 
kind of fuperflition, provided it is not of a 
bloody nature, than to live without religion. 
Man has always flood in need of a curb ; and 
though it was certainly very ridiculous to fa* 
crifice to fauns, fatyrs, and naiads, yet it was 
more reafonable and advantageous to adore even 
thofc fantailic images of the Deity, than to be 
given up to atheifm. An atheift of any capa^- 
city and invefted with power, would be as dread* 
ful a fcourgc to the reft of mankind, as the moft 
bloody enthuflaft. 

When men have not true notions of the 
Deity, falfe ideas muft fupply their place, like 
as in troublefome and calamitous times, we arc 
obliged to trade with bafe money when good is 
not to be procured. The heathens were afraid 
of commitiing crimes, left they ftiould be punifli- 



Treatise upon Toleration. 225' 

cd by their falfe gods. The Malabar dreads the 
anger of his pagods. Wherever there is a fixed' 
community, religion is neceffary ; the laws are 
a curb upon open crimes, and religion upon« «»|- 
private ones. 

But when once men have embraced a pure* 
and holy religion^ fuperftition then becomes 
not only needlefs, but very hurtful. Thofe- 
whom God has been pleafed to nourifli with' 
bread, ought not to be fed upon acorns. 

Supcrftition is to religion what aftrology isi 
to aftronomy, the fooliih danghter of a wife 
mother. Thefe two daughters however have- 

for a long time governed this world with: 
^ncontroulahle fway. 

In thofe dark and barbarous times amongft- 
us, when there were hardly two feudal IokIs 
who had a New-Teilament in their houiesi it 
might be pardonable to prefent the common^ 
people with fables j I mean thofe feudal lords^ 
their ignorant wives, and brutifh vafTals^ They 
were then made to believe, that St. Chriflopher* 
carried the child Jefus on his (boulders from 
one fide of the river to the other : they were* 
entertained with ftories of witches and witch- 
aaft; they readily beUw^A, \}c«x ^v Qi^.\nss^- 
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cured the gout, and St. Clara fore eyes. Tbo 
children believed in hob^oblinf, and their fa- 
thers in St. Francis' girdle { and relicks fwarm* 
ed out of number. 

The common people have continued to be 
infeAed with the ruft ofthefefuperftitionttevea 
after religion became more enlightened. It if 
well known that when Mr. de Noailles, bifliop 
of ChalonS) ordered the pretended relickof the 
holy navel to be taken away and thrown into 
the fuCf the whole city of Chalons joined in « 
profecution againft him ; but he, who bad reib- 
lution equal to his piety, foon brought the peo- 
ple of his diocefe to believe, that one may adore 
Jefus Chrift in fpirit and in truth, without har« 
ing his navel in a churchy 

Thofe whom we call Janfenifts were not a. 
Kttle inftrumental in rooting out by degrees, 
from the minds of the greatefl part of the na- 
tion, the many abfurd notions which were the 
difgracc of our holy religion. And it no Ion- 
ger continued to be thought fufficient to repeat 
the prayer of thirty days to the blcffcd Virgin, 
to obtain whatever one Ihould a(k| and fui with» 
impunity. 



>4 
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At length, the lower kind 6f people began to 
imagine, that it was not St. Genevieve who 
gave rain of caufed it to ceafe, but God hin)felf, 
who difpofed the elements according to hisi^ 
good will and pleafure. Thdmonks have been? 
aftoniflied to find their faints nolbnger perform 
miracles J and if the writers of the life of Sf. 
Francis Xavier were to come again into the 
world, they would not venture to aflert that 
their faint raifed nine people from the dead;, 
that he was at one and the fiame time, both on, 
the fea and on (horc j or that a crab brought 
him his crucifix,, which he had dropped out of," 
his hand into the.waten 

It ha9 happened much the fame with regards 
to excommunications. . Our French hiftorians. 
tell us, that when king Robert was. excommu^ 
nicated by pope Gregory V. for having married? 
the princefs Bertha, who was his god-mother,, 
his domeftics threw all the vi<^ials that came 
from his table out of the windows, and that hi3 
queen Bertha was^ delivered of a goofe, as ^ 
punifhm^nt for- this inceftuous alliance. It is. 
not li)cely that the pages of the prefence to a 
Icing of France now- a-days, would throw his. 
4inner into theftr^ets if h^ (hould be.excojnr 
J^^^icatcd, s nor would it be very readily be« . 

1^ b \n5.H^^V^ 
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lieved, that the q^ueen was brought to bed of a 
bird* 



If there are fome few Convulilonifts yet to 
be met with in an obfcurc corner of the town» 
It is a kind of loufy difeafe that infe£b only 
the dregs of the people. Reafon is every day 
making her way iiitothe tradcfmaa's couoting- 
boufe, as well as into the palaces of our nobili- 
ty. It behoves us then to cultivate the fruita 
of this reaibny v^Qr^ efpecially as it is im- 
poflible to prevent them from fprouting 
forth. France, af(er having been enlight- 
ened by a Pafcal, a Nicole, an Arnaud, a Bof«- 
fuet, a Defcartes, aGaflcndi, a Bayle, a Fon- 
tenelle, and other bright geniufies, like them, 
is no longer to be governed as in the times of 
Garafie and M^not. 

If the matters of error, I mean the great maf- 
tcrs who were fo long time prayed to and re- 
verenced for brutalizing the human fpccies, 
were at prcfent to enjoin us to believe that the 
feed muft rot in the earth before it can fprout, 
that this earth continues immoveable on its 
bafjs, wiihout revolving about the fun ; that the 
tides arc not the natural effcft of gravitation ; 

that 
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that the rainbow is not formed by the refraflion 
and reflexion of the rays of light, $cc. and were 
they to bring certain paffages of Scripture badly 
uD^erftood, and worfc interpreted, to authentic 
cate their ordinances, how would they be look- 
ed upon by every perfon of common capacity I 
Would fools be thought too harfli a name tq be 
imppfed upon them i But if they fliould have 
recourfe to compulfion and perfecution to efta- . 
blifli their infolent ignorance, would not mad- 
men and butchers be deemed a proper appclla* 
tion? 

The i^pre tbgt monJcifli fuperflition become* 
contemptible, the more bifliops arc rcfpcdled^ 
juid the clergy in general efteemcd. They do 
good in their profeffionsj whereas the monki£b< 
fuperftition of foreign climates occafioncd a 
great deal of mifchicf. But of all fuperftitions^. 
th^t of hating our neighbours on account of his. 
opinion, is furely the 910ft dangerous ! And 
will it not be granted me, that there would be- 
more fenfe and reafon in adoring the holy navel, 
the holy prepuce, and the milk^and the robe of 
the Blefled , Virgin, tban^ to deteft and perfe- 
cute our brother ? 



CHAPv 
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CHAP. XXL 

ViRTUi if better than Learhimc, 

TH E fewer dogmai, the fewer difputef ; 
and the fewer difputei, the fewer caU« 
mitiei : iftbia i$ not true, 1 am much mifiakeni 

Religion is tnftituted to make us happy in 
thif life and the next. But what if required to 
make ui happy in the life to come I To be juft^ 
«nd in tbii ? To be merciful and forbearing. 

It-would be the height of madnefi to pretend 
to bring all mankind to think exactly in the 
£ime manner in regard to nKfaphyfich. Wc 
might, with much grtatcr ca(c, fubjc^t the 
whole univerfc by force of arm«, than fub- 
}Ui the minds of all the inhabitants of one 
iingic village. 

But Kuclid found no difficulty in prrfuading 
every one of the truthi of geometry j and why I 
bccaufe there is not one of them which is not 
a fclf-cvidcnt corollary on this fimplc sixiom^ 
^^ Two and two make four/' But is it not 
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altogether the fame with relation to the com:4. 
^icated maxims in roetaphyfics and divinity. 

Eufebius and Socrates tell us> that wheik 
l^ifhop Alexander and Arius the prieft, bc^ 
gan firft to difpute in what manner the Logos, 
or word proceeded from the father, the em--, 
peror Conltantine wrote to them in the foJloWf« 
ing terms4 *^ You are great fools to difputi^ 
'^ about things you do qot underftand.^ 

If the two contending parties bad been wtb 
enough to acknowledge that the emperor was in 
the right, Chriflendom would not b^ve beea 
drenched in blood for upwards of three cca^ 
turies. 

And indeed what can be more ridiculous, or 
rather deteftable, than to addrefi mankind in: 
this manner? *< My friends, it is not fuffi« 
«< cient that you are faithful fubjeds, dutiful. 
^< children, tender parents, and upright neigh* 
•* bour»; that you live in the continual prac- 
«* tice of virtue} that you are grateful, benevo* 
•* lent, and generous, and worfliip the Saviour 
** of the world in peace; it is furthermore re- 
^* quired of you, th^t ^ou^>3^^>MNsyv\wwH 
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" a thing may be begotten from all eternity, 
*« without being made from all eternity; and 
^< if you cannot diftinguifli the homoufion in 
^< the hypoftafis, we declare to you that you 
^ are damned to all eternity ; and in the mean 
^ time wc fhall begin by cutting your throats i**' 

' If fuch a decifion as this had been prefented 
fo Archimedes, Poffidonius, Varro, Cato, or 
€icero, whatanfwer do you think they would: 
have faid of it ? 

Conftantine, however, did not peHevere in*. 
fiJencing the two parties ; he might eafily have 
ient for the chiefs of the difpuccs before him, 
and have demanded of them by what authority 
they difturbed the peace of mankind : << Are you» 
*• he might have faid, poffcffcd of the gcncalo- 
•* gy of the heavenly family ? What is it to you 
♦* whether the fon was made or begotten, pro* 
*< vidcd that you are faithful to him ; that you 
** preach a found do£lrinc, and praflife that 
" dodlrine if you can ? 1 have committed many 
«* faults in my life-time, and fo have you: 
** I have been ambitious, fo have you : it has 
*< coft me many falflioods and cruelties to at- 
** tain to the empire j I have murdered my 

** Bcarcil 
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" neareft relations that flood in my way ; but 
" I now repent, and am willing to make a- 
" tonement for j!py.cria\.c by reftoring peace to 
*' the Roman empire ; do not you prevent me 
'* from doing the only good aftion which can 
^* poffibly make my former cruel ones /orgot-^ 
** ten ; but rather affift me to end my days in 
** peace." Perhaps Conftantinc might not, by 
this fpeech, have prevailed over the minds of the 
difputants, and perhaps he might rather be 
pleafed with prefiding in a council in a long 
crimfon robe,, and his forehead glittering with 
jewels. 

This however opened a paflage to all thofe 
dreadful calamities which over- run the Weft 
from Ada. Out of every contefted verfe 
there jfTued a fury armed with a quibble 
and a poniard, who infpired mankind at once 
with folly and cruelty. The Huns, the HeruH, 
the Go^hs and Vandals, who came afterwards^ 
did infinitely lefe mifchief ; and the greateft 
they did, was that of afterwards engaging ia 
the fame f^tal difputes. 



CHAPt 
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CHAP. XXII. 
Of Universal Toieration, 

IT does not require any great art or ftudicd 
elocution, to prove that Chriftians ought 
to tolerate each other. Nay, I (hall go flill 
farther^ and fay, that we ought to look upon all 
men as our brethren. How ! call a Turk, a 
Jew, and a Siamefe, my brother ? Yes, doubt- 
lefs ; for are we not all children of the fame 
parent, and the creatures of the f^me creator I 

But thefe people hold us in contempt, and 
call us idolators ! Well then, I (hould tell them 
that they were to blame. And I fancy that I 
could ftagger the headftrong pride of an Iman> 
or a Talapoin, was I too addrefs them in the 
following manner. 

" This little globe, which is no more than a 

** point, rolls together with many other globes, 

** in that immenfity of fpace in which we arc 

<, all alike confounded. Man, who is an ani- 

/.^ 11331/ about five feet high, is certainly a very 



Treatise upon Toleration. 235 

•* inconfiderablc part of the creation} but one of 
** thofe hardly viftble beings, fays to others of 
** the fame ki.id inhabiting another fpot of the 
** globe, hearken to me, for the God of all thefc 
*' worlds has enlightened me : there are about 
*' nine hundred millions of us little infefts who 
*' inhabit the earth, but my ant-hill is alone 
** cheriflied by God, who holds all the reft in 
** horrer and detcOation j thofe who live with 
*^ me upon my fpot will alone be happy, and 
** all the reft eternally wretched.'* 



They would here flop me fhort and aflc. 
What madman could have made fo ridiculous 
a fpeech ? I fhould then be obliged to anfwer 
them. It is yourfelves. After which, I ihould 
endeavour to pacify themy but perhaps that 
would not be very eafy. 

I might next addrefs myfelf to the Chriftians,' 
and venture to fay, for example, to a Domini- 
can, one of the judges of the inquifition, 
" Brother, you know that every province in 
*' Italy has a jargon of its own, and that they 
** do not fpeak at Venice and Bergamo as they 
" do at Florence. The academy de la Crufca 
•* has fixed the ftandard of the Italian language ; 
?f its diftionary is an unerring taki"wA ?k\tfi\si. 
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<* Matci's grammcr.is an infallible guide, from 
•* neither of which we ought to depart ; but do 
" you think that the prcfidcnt of the acadcmyt 
" or in his abfencc Buon Matci, 'could in 
•* confcicnce order the tongues of allthcVcnc- 
•• tians and Bcrgamefe, who pcrfiftcd in their 
own country dialcift, to be cutout ?" 



« 



The inquifitor would perhaps make mc thia 
reply ; ** There is a very wide difference > 
•* here the falvation of your foul is concerned ; 
** and it is^entircly for your good that the di* 
•• reflory of the inquifition ordains that you 
*^ fliall be fcizcd, upon the drpofition of a 
•* finale pcrfon, thou;>h of the mod infamoua 
•** charadlcri thjt you (lull have no pcrfon to 
*^ plead for you, nor even be acquainted with 
•• the name of your accufcr; that the inquifitor 
*' (hall promife you favour, and afterwards 
•* condemn you ; that he (liall make you un- 
^* dergo five different kinds of torture, and 
•* that at length you (hall be either whipt, fcnt 
** to the gallics, or burnt at the (lake I j father 
** Ivouct>and the doctors Chaucalon, /anchi<« 



t Sec ihil excellent book, intitlcd, Tli Manual 
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y nus, Campegius, R'oyas, Felinus, Gomarus, 
*' Diarbarus, and Gemclinus arc cxa£Hy of this 
^^ opinion^ confequently this piouapraftice will 
•' not admit of contradidion." 

To all which I fhould take the liberty of 
making the following reply: " Dear brother, 
** you may perhaps be in the right, and I am 
*« perfeftly well convinced of the great benefit 
** you intend me; but may I not be faved 
*< without all this?" 

It Is true that thefe horrible abfurdities do not' 
every day deform the face of the earth ; but 
they have been very frequent, and one might 
cafily colle£l inftances enough to make a vo-* 
,lume much larger than that of the holy gofpels,« 
which condemns fuch practices. It is not on- 
ly very cruel to perfecute in thi€ fhortlifc,thofe 
who do not think in the fame manner as W6' 
do, but I very much doubt if there is not an 
impious boldnefs in pronouncing thera eternal- 
ly damned. In my opinion, it little befits fuch 
infefis of a fummer 's day, as we are, thus to 
anticipate the decrees of Providence, I am very 
far from oppofmg that maxim of the church, 
that " out of her pale there is no falvation:'* 
ca ih» contrary, I refjpeft that and every other 
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part of her do£lrine i but, after all, can we be 
fuppofed to be intimately acquainted with the 
ways of God, or to fathom the whole depth of 
his mercy ? Is it not permitted us to hope in 
him, as well as to fear him ? Is it not fufR- 
<icnt if we are faithful fons of the church, with* 
out every individual prefuming to wreft the 
power out of the hand of God, and determine, 
b*eforc him, the future deftiny of our fellow 
creatures i 

When we wear mourning for a king of Eng- 
land, Denmark, Sweden, or I'ruflia, do we fay 
that wc are in mourning for a damned foul that 
is burning in hell ? There are about forty mil- 
lions of inhabitants in Europe who are not mem- 
bers of the church of Rome ; fliould wc fay to 
every one of them, *^ Sir, as I look upon you 
*< to be infallibly damned, I fball neither eat, 
*< drink, convcrfe, nor have any conncdiona 
•* with you ?" 

Is there an ambaflador of France, who when 
he is prefentcd to the Grand Seignior for an 
audience, will ferioufly fay to himfdf, his 
fublimehigbncfs will infallibly burn toall eterni- 
ty, for having fubmittcd to be circumcifed f If 
he really thought that the Grand Seignior was 

a mortal 
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a mortal enemy to God, and the objeA of di- 
vine vengeance, could he converfe with fuch a 
perfon ; nay indeed, ought be to be fcnt to him ? 
But how could we carry on any commerce^ 
or perform any of the civil duties of fociety« if 
we were convinced that we were converfmj^ 
with perfons deftined to eternal damnation ? 

O yedifFerentworfhippcrsof aGodof mercy ! 
if ye have cruel hearts, if, while you adore that 
Deity who has placed the whole of his law in 
thcfe few words, " Love God and your ncigh- 
*' hour," you have loaded that pure and holy 
law with fophifiical and unintelligible difputes, 
if you have lighted the flames of difcord fome- 
times for a new word, and at others for a fingle 
letter only ; if you have annexed eternal pu- 
nifliment to the omiffion of fome few words, 
or of certain ceremonies, which other people 
cannot comprehend, I muft fay to you with 
tears of compafEon for mankind : " Tranfport 
«< yourfelves with me to that great inftant in 
<c which all men are to receive judgment from 
«< the hand of God, who will then do unto 
<« everyone according to their works, and with 
«« me behold all the dead of paftagcs appearing 
♦« in his prefencc. Are you very fore that our 

« hea- 
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•« heavenly father and creator wHl fay to the 
<< wife and virtuous Confucius, to the great le« 
<< giflator Solon, to Pythagoras, Zaleucuf^ 
«* Socrates, Platov the divine Antoninus, the 
•* good Trajan, to Titus the delight of hu- 
*^ man kind, and to many others who have been 
*^ the models of human kind : Depart from 
<< mc, wretches! into torments that know 
*< neither alleviation nor end ; but are, like 
^< himfclf, cverlafting* But you, my well-be« 
<* loved fervants, John Chatcl, Ravaillac, Car« 
** touche, Damiens, ice. who have died accord* 
*^ ing to the rules prefcribcd by the church, 
^* enter thou into the joy of your Lord, and 
*^ fit for ever at my right-hand in majcfiy and 
** glory f" 

Mcthlnks I fee you ftart with horror at thefe 
words i however, as they have efcapcd me, let 
them p'dCb'f 1 (hall fay nothing more to you. 



CHAP. 



CHAP, xxiir: 

Ah Address to the Deity. 



NO longer then do I addrefs myfelf to 
men, but to thee, God of all beings,^ of 
^11 worlds, and oi .all ages ; if it may be per* 
mitted ^^eak creatupes, loft in immenfity, and 
imperceptible to ,the lefl: of the univerfe, fo 
prefume to petition thee for aught, who haft 
given plenty of all things, and whofe decrees 
are immutable as eternal. Deign to look with, 
ai^eye of pity upon the errors ai^neted to our 
^atur^s !: let not tbefe errors prove the fourc,ea 
of mif^ryitOjUs}. Thou haft not'gtven us hearts 
^.bate, nor ^ands , to kill each Other $ grant 
then that we may mutually aid and affift each 
.other to fupport ,the burthen of this painful 
and tranfltory life! May the trifling difte- 
reoces in the garments that cover our frail bo- 
die?, in the modeof exprcflingourinfigniiicant 
'thoughts, in our ridiculous cuftoms, and our 
imperfe6lrlaws, in our idle opinions^ and in our 
(everal conditions and fttuations, that appear fo 
4iQ)roportionat&inour.eyes>and all are equal in 
■ ?■ .■ "■• .:M: thine. 
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thine ; in a word, may the flight variations that 
are found amongft the atonns called men, not 
be made ufe of by us as fignals of mutual hatred 
and perfecution t May thofe who worfliip thee 
by the light of tapers at i\oon-day,hcar chari- 
tably with thofe who content thcmfielvcs with 
the light of that g^lorious planctthou haft placed 
in the midft of the hctv«M! May thofe who 
drcft thcmfelvos in a robe of white linen to 
teach their hearers thit thou art to be lovrd 
and feared, not dctc(t or revile tl»ofc who tcarh 
the fame do£trinc in long* cloaks of bUck wool! 
May it be accounted the fame to adurc thee in a 
dialed^ formed from an, antient or a modern 
language ! May thofe, who, cloathcd in vcft- 
mcnts of criiTifon or violet ctjioiir, rule ovcra 
little parcel of that heap of dirt called the world, 
and arcpoflcfl'cd of a few round fragmciifrj /)ra 
certain metal, enjoy without pride or inf )lence 
what they call grandeur and riches, and may 
others look on them without envy; tor :hou 
Icnoweft, C) (fod, that there is nothin;> in all 
ihcfe vanitict pirjpcr to infpirc envy or piidc. 

May all men remember that they arc brethren ! 
may ihey alike abhor that tyranny which f.tks 
to fubjc-ct the freedom of the will, ai ihcy do 
toe lapice v,!:it)i ituj-'v from the ai;ns of induf- 

try 
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try the fruits of its peaceful labours ! And if the 
fcourge of war is not be avoided, let us not mu- 
tually hate and deftroy each other in the midft of 
peace; but rather make ufeof the few moments 
of ourexiftence to join in praifing, in a thou-* 
fand diiFerent languages, from one extremity 
of the world to the other, thy goodnefs, O all 
merciful creator, to whom w« are indebted for 
that exiftence ! 



Uz CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
Postscript. 



WHILE I was employed in writing 
this Creatife, purely with a ddire ta 
make mankind more benevolent and chariuble, 
another author was ufing his pen to the very 
contrary purpofe ; for every one has his parti* 
cular way of thinking* This writer has pub- 
liflied a fmall code of perfecution, under the 
title of, *• The harmony of religion and hu- 
** manity :" but this laft word fee ms to be aa 
error of the prefs, andihould be read •* Inh^i- 
•' manity/' 

The author of this holy libel takes St. Au- 
guftine for his example and authority, who, af« 
tcr having prcac!:ed up charily and forbearance^ 
afterwards taught the do£lrine of perfecution^ 
becaufe he then had the upper hand, and was 
naturally of a changeable difpofirion. He alfo 
quotes M. Bofluct, the biihop of Meaux, who 
perfccuted the famous Fenelon archbiihop of 
Cambray, whom he accufcd of having faid in 
prins th^t God was well worthy to be loved 
for bis own fiilcc. 
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I will readily grant, that Bofluct was a very 
eloquent writer ; and It mud alfo be confefled, 
that thebifliop of Hippo t is freqtiently incon- 
fiftent, and In general, more dry and barren 
than the reft of the African writers; and I muft 
take the liberty of addreffing them both in the 
words ofArmanda/in Moliere's Learned Ladled, 
•* If we would imitate any perfon, it certainly 
*• fhould be in the moft pleafing part of their 
•* charafler." I (hould fay to the bifliop of 
Hippo: •* My lord, as you have had two 
** opinfons, your lordfhip will be kind enough 
** to fuffer me to abide by your fir ft, fince 1 
«< really think it the beft.** 

To the bifliop of Meaux I (hall fay, <^ Rfy 
♦* lord, you arc certainly a very great man, ami, 
•* in my opinion, have to the full as much 
<< learning as St. Auguftine,> and are far fupe- 
** rior to him In eloquence ; but then, my 
**^ lord, why did you fo diftrefs your brother 
" prelate, who had as much eloquence as 
^' yourfelf, though in another kind, and whofe 
♦* difpofition was more amiable than yours." 



+ Now Bona, a town of Conftantina in Africa. 
St. Aaguflin was bilhop of thisfee above forty years. 
It now belongs to Algiers. 
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The author of this Treatife on Inhumanitjr, 
(for fo I iball call it) is neither a Bofluet, nor 
an AuguAine ; but feems admirably \irell quali- 
fied for an inquifitor 1 I wtfli he was at the head 
of that noble tribunal at Goa, fiefides, he ia 
a politician, and parades it in his book with fe- 
vcral great maxims of flate. *' If you have 
** to deal wiih any confide rable number of he- 
** rctics," fays he, ** it will beneccflary to ufe 
** gentle methods, and try to bring them over 
«* by pcrfuafion ) but if they are only a few in 
•* number, then make free ufe of the gibbet 
<^ and the gallies, you will find the advantage 
** of it." This is the good prelate's pwn 
advice, in the 89th and 90th pages of his work. 

Heaven be pralfcd, I am an orthodox catho- 
lir, and, therefore, am in no danger of what the 
Hugonots call martyidom : but ife^erthis bi« 
(hop (hould come to be prime-miniftcr, as he 
feems to flatter himfelf in his libels, I give him 
my promif", that I will fet out for England the 
very clay his commiffion is figncd. 

In the mran time, we ought to be thankful 
to Providence, that thofc of his principles arc 
always wretched rcafoncrs. This writer hss 
not fcfuplcd. to quote Bayle among the advo- 
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cates for non-tolerstion ; which it beingequally 
/ciifiblc and honcfl i fOTf becaufe Btyle agrees , 
that it is neceflary to punifli incendiaries and 
rpguet, our biflfop direAly ooncltides^ that we 
ought to perieaite wkh fire and (word every 
honcft and peaceable perfon. See page 98* 

Almod the whole of his book is no other than 
a copy of the apology for St. Bartholomew'!'- 
day. It is the apologift himfelf or' his echa. 
But be this matter as it will, it is devoutly to he 
wi(hcd» that neither the mafler nor the pupil 
may ever be at the head of an adminifiration. 

But if ever fuch a thing (houltl come to 
pafs, let me beg leave to p.cfent them before* 
hand with the following; bint, in regard to a 
paflVge in the ninety-third page of the bi(hop's 
lioly libel. 

•* Is the welfare of the whole nation to be 
^ facriiiced to the eaieof only the twentieth 
** part V 

« 

Let us fuppofe then for once,, that there are 

twenty Romaii Catholics in France to one Hu- 

gonot, I am by no meam for the Hugonots eat- 

ng tbefe twenty Cacholics ; but, at the fame 
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Crme» ii there any reafon why the twenty Cz^ 
tbolicf ihould eat the Hugonot ? Befulei, why 
ihould we hinder this latter from marrying ? 
Are there not many bifhops, abbots, and monks^ 
that baveeftatc9inDauphiny,Gevaudan, Agde, 
and Carcaflbnne ? And have not moft of thefir^ 
farmers to manage thofe cAates, who do not 
believe in the do£trinc of tranfubftantiation f Is 
it not the intcrcft of thcfe bilhops, &c. that the 
farmers fhould have numerous families ? And 
ihould one be permitted to have children that 
take the facrament in both kinds ? Surely^ 
there is neither juftice nor common honefly in 
this! 

** The revocation of the Edi«Jl of Nantes^*' 
fiys n)y author, ^* has not been productive of 
** [o ^reac inconvenicncies as has been gene* 
*' r-illy allcd^cd." 

I muft own if any have added to the number 
of bad cfttdls that aft produced, they muft have 
f^rratly exaggerated ; but then it is the commr)n 
fniilt of all hiftorians to exaggerate, as it is of 
all controvcrfial writers to difguife thegreateft 
part of thofe evils with which they are reproach- 
able, liut for onccy let us neither pin our faith 
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npon the doAors of the Sorbonne nor the 
preachers of Amftcrdam. Let us take forjudges 
in this matter thofe who have had the beft op- 
portunities of being acquainted with what they 
wrote upon ; and in the firft place, I (hall cittf 
the count d'Avaux, ambaflador from France to 
the States-General, during the years 1685, 1686^ 
^687, and x688.. 

In the hundred and eighty- firft page of the 
Afth volume of his works, he fays that one mart 
only offered to difcover upwards of twenty niil- 
lions of livres, that the perfecuted Hugonots had 
found means to fend out of France. Lewis 
XIV. in anfwcr to this, writes to Mr. d'Avaux, 
" The accounts which I daily receive of the 
** prodigious numbers of thofe who are con- 
•^ verted, convince me, that in a fhort time 
•* the moft obftinate will follow the examr 
*< pie of the others.** 

. This letter of the king'it, plainly (hews that 
he was firmly perfuaded of the greatncfs of hit 
power. He was accuflomcd to hear faidto him 
every mrorning. Sire, you are the greateft mo- 
narch upon earth ; you have b^t to declare 
your opinion, and the whole world will be proud 
K) follow it« Peliflbn, who had accumulated a 
M 5 \^^- 
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prodigious fortune in the place of head-clerk of 
the treafury, who had been three years confined 
in the Baftile as an accomplice with Fouquet, 
who, changing his religion, was from a Calvi- 
nifl made a Roman, a deacon^ and a beneficed 
pried, who compofcd hymns for the mais and 
yerfes to Chloe, and who had got the poft of 
comptrollerand converter in chief of the heretics; 

this very Pcliflbn, I fay, ufed to produce every 
morning along lift of pretended abjurations pur- 
chafed at the rate of feven or eight crowns a- 
piece^ and made his prince believe, that be could^ 
whenever he pleafed, convert the whole Maho« 
gietan empire at the fame price. Inlhbrt, every 
one was in league to impofe upon him : how then 
was it poffible for him to avoid being deceived ? 

This very M. d'Avaux alfo acquaints the 
court that one Vincent kept upwards of five 
hundred workmen employed in the neighbour- 
hood of Angouleme, and that it would be of 
(Treat prejudice to the nation (bould they quit 
the kingdom. Tom. v. page 194. 

The count likewifc mentions two regiments 
at that time aftually raifing by French refugee 
officers for the fervice of the prince of Orange; 
he obferves thatthc.entire crews of three French 

Ihips 
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ihtps of war bad dcfertcd and entered Into the 
famefervice; and that befrdcs the two regi- 
ments abovcmention«d, the prince was forming 
a,connpany of cadet refugees, who were to be 
commanded by two refugee ca'^iiins. Page 240. 
The fame ambaflador m another letter to Mr. 
de Segnelay, dated the 9th of May, 1686, fays, 
^* That he can no longer conceal the uneafi- 
♦* ncfs it gives him to fee the manufactures of . 
** France tranfportcd into Holland, where they 
^^ win be eftabli(bed, never more to return*" 

Add to thcfe inconteftable evidences, the tefli- 
Rionies of the feveral intendants of the king- 
dom in 169S, and then let any one judge whe- 
ther the revocation of the edift of Nantes has 
not done more harm than good, notwithRanding 
' the opinion of the worthy author of the " Har- 
" mony of Religion and Inhumanity." 

A marfiial of France well known for his fiv- 
pcrior abilities, fome few years ago made ufe of 
the following expref&on^ *' I know not whc- 
*' ther the praftice of dragooning may ever 
** have been neceffary, but I am fure it is very 
** ncceflary to lay it afidc." 

M 6 And 
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And here I mud confcfs, that I wu apprft* 
henfivel had gone rather too far, in publi(hing 
.the letter from a prieft to father Le Tellier, in 
which the ufe of gunpowder \u Co humanely 
propofed. I f^id to myfelf, people will not be- 
lieve me; they will certainly think this letter 
in a forged piece : but luckily my fcrupleswere 
.entirely eafed, when in perufing the ** Hac- 
*^ mony of Religion and Inhumanity/' Icamfi 
to the following Cbriflian and charitable paflfage* 

«* The entire extirpation of the proteftants 
** in France, would not weaken that kingdom 
*< more than a plentiful bleeding would a pa* 
** tient of a found conflitution." Page 149. 

Here this pious miniftcr of Chrift, who, but 
a few pages before, fays, That the protcftants 
make about a twentieth part of the nation, \s 
for Ihcdding the blood of that twentieth part, 
and advifes the operation with as much uncon- 
cern as he would the taking away two or three 
ounces from the arm of a plethoric perfon ! 
Heaven prcfcrvc us and him from the others 
three twentieths ! 

Now if this worthy prelate is for dcftroying 
the twcniicth part of the nation at one flroke, 

might 
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might not father Le TelHer*s friend and corief- 
pondent as well have propofed the blowing up,, 
ftabbing, or poiioning the one tbird ? Hence 
then it apppears very probable, that fuch a let- 
ter was really wrote to Le Tellier. 

Our pious author concludes upon the whole, 
that petfecution is an excellent thing, ** For," 
fays hCy " we do not find it abfolutely con- 
" demned by our Saviour.*' Neither has our 
Saviour expre&ly condemned thofe who may 
fet fire to the four corners of Paris ; but is that 
a reafon for canonizing all incendiaries ? 

In this manner, while the gentle voice of na«> 
ture is every where pleading the caufe of charity 
and benevolence, Entbufiafm, her avowed ener 
, my» is continually howling againft it; and 
while Peace opens her calm bofom to all mani* 
k'md, Perfecution isbufied in forging weapons 
for their defirudion. Let it be your care th^o, 
O ye princely arbiters, who have reftored peace 
to the world, to pafs fentence between the fpi»- 
lit of mutual love and harmony and that of 
dilcord and blood(hed» 

CHAP; 
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CHAP. XXV^ 

Sec^el and Conclusion* 

ON the 7th of Ma«rb, 1763, « council of 
ftatc being held at Verfaillet, at which 
all the great minifters afliHedy and the chan* 
cellor fat as prcfidcnt, Mr. dc Crofne, one of 
the maftcrs of rcqucfts, made a report of the 
affair of the Calas family with M ihc impartia- 
lity of a judge, and the precifxon of one perfe£l- 
)y well acquainted with the cafe; and with the 
plain truth andmfpircd eloquence of an orator 
ahd a ibtefman, wtiich is alone fuitable to fucK 
an aflcmbiy* The gallefy was filled with a pro- 
digious number of perfons of all ranks, who 
impatiently waited the decifion of the councils 
In a (hort time a deputation was fent to the 
king, to acquaint Lim that the council had come 
to an unanimous refolution, That the parlia- 
inent of Thouloufe ftiould tranfmitto them the 
whole account of its proceedings, together with 
the rcafons on which rt had framed the fen- 
tt-ncc condemning John Calas to be broken 
on the wheel; when his majdly was plcafcd to 
concur in the decree of the council* 

Jufticc 
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JuRice and humanity then ftill continue tp ' 
refide amongft mankind ! and principElly in 
the council of a king beloved, and deferving fo 
to be; who, with bis. minifters, bis chancellor^ 
and all (he members of his council, have not 
difdained tp employ their time in weighing al) 
the circumftances relating to the fufFerings of a 
private family with as much attention as if it 
had been the moft interefting affair of war o^ 
peace; whilft the judges have ihewn them* 
felves infpired by a love of equity, trid a tcn- 
der regard to the interefls of their fellow £ub* 
jeds. All praife be given therefore to that 
merciful Being, 4be only giver of integrity and 
every other virtue i 

And beje we take occa£on to 'declare, tha^ 
we never had the leaft acquaintance with tb^ 
unfortunate man who was condemned on the 
moft frivolous evidence by the court of juftice 
of Thouloufe, in dire<£l contradiction to the 
•rdonnances of our king, and the laws of all 
nations^ nor v^h his fon Mark*^ Anthony, the 
extraordinary manner of whofe death led the 
judges into the error they committed ; nor with 
the mother, whofe fufferings call aloud for 
companion ; or yet with her innocent (laughter^ 
who, together with her, tiavelled upwards of 
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QjL hundred miki to Jay their virtue and dif* 
trefTesatthe foot of the throne. 

The God in whofe prefence we declare thif , 
knows that we have been a&uated folely bjr 
the love ofjuftice, mercy, and truth, indeliver- 
ingour thoughts in the manner we have done 
on toleration, in regard to John Galas, who 
fell a vi£lim to non*toleration and perfecution. 

We had not the Icaft intent to offend the 
eight judges of Thouloufc, in faying that they 
weremiftaken, as thecounciiof ftateitfclf fuf« 
pofcs them to have been : on the contrary, we 
have opened a way for them to vindicate thcnr*** 
fclvcs to all Kurope, by acknowledging that 
equivocal circumdanccs, and the clamour of an 
headflrong and enraged populace, had biufled 
their judgment ; and by aficing pardon of the wi- 
dow, and repaiiing as much as in them lies, the 
ruin they have brought upon an innocent fami«- 
ly, by adding to the number of thofe who fuc- 
cour them in their afHi^iion. l*hey have puc 
the father to death unjuftly, let them then be 
ai fathers to hif» chilJrcn, provided thofe chil* 
drcn are willing to accept of this poor tokcn^of 
repentance from them. It would lie infinitely 
to the honour of the judges to make furh an 

uffcr^ 
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offer, and to thaJt of the injured family to 
refufc it. 

But it principally behoves the fxeur David, 
eapitoul of Thouloufe, to fet the example of 
remorfe and penitence,, who was the firft to raifc 
this perfecution againft innocence, a"nd who in- 
(iilted the haplefs father of a family when ex- 
piring on the fcaffold. This was indeed an 
unparalleled a£lof cruelty ; but as God is wil- 
ling to (hew mercy and forgivenefs, it is the 
duty of mortals to pardon in like manner 
thofe who make atonement for their offences. 

Having received a letter from a friend in Lan- 
guedoc, dated the 20th of February, i763>of 
which the following rs an extraA^ 



** Your treatifc on toleration appears to be 
<^ full of humanity and truth ; but I am afraid 
** it will rather hurt than fcrve the Calas family. 
•* It may gall the eight judges who were for the 
•< fentence, and they may apply to the parlia- 
** ment to have your book burnt ; bcfides, the 
•* bigots, which you arc fenfible there is always 
«* a confiderable number, will oppofe the voice 
"pf reafon with the clamoursof prejudice, &c," 
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My anAver waa as follows : 

** The eight judges of Thouloufc may, if 
•• they picafe, have my book burnt. It will coft 
•* them very little trouble, fincc the Provittcial 
*• Letttrs^ which had infinirely fupcrior merit to 
•* any thing of mine, were condemned to the 
*' fame fate. Every one, you know, is at 
** liberty to burn in his own houfc fuch books 
•* as he docs not like. 

*• My treatife cannot poffibly do either hurt 
^* or good to the Calas family, with whom I havt 
^* not the Icaft acquaintance. The king's coun- 
** cil is nolcfs rcfolute than impartial: it judges 
*^ according to law and equity of thofc things 
** which fall properly under its cognizance; 
** but it will not interfere with a common 
** pamphlet, written upon a fubject altogether 
^' foreign from the afl'arr under confidcration. 

*' If an hundred volumes in folio .flbould be 
*^ written in condemnation or vindication of the 
** judges of Thouloufc, or of toleration, neither 
" the council, nor any other court of juftice 
** would look upon thcfc as law matters. 
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** I readily agree with yoa that there are 
•* numbers of enthufiafts who will fet iTp the 
'* cry againft me, but at the fame time I do 
'* infift, that I (hall have as many fenfible rea- 
*^ ders who make ufe of their reafon. 

" I hear that the parliament of Thouloufc 
*' and fome other courts of juft ice have a me- 
** thod of proceeding peculiar to themfelves. 
** They admit fourths, thirds, and fixths of a 
" proof J fo that with fix hear-fays on one 
** fide, three on the other, and four fourths of 
-** prefumption, they frame three compktc 
/^ proofs; and in confequence of this curious 
** demondration, will, condemn jiou a m»n to 
** be broke upon the wheel without mercy. 
"Now th€ leaft acquaintance with the art of 
*^ logic or reafoning would point out a diiFe- 
** rent method of proceeding to them. What 
** we call an half proof can never amount to 
" more than a fufpicion : but there is no ftich 
" thing in reality as an half-proof j for athing 
" muft either be proved or not proved : there 
** isnom/edium. 

** A million of fufpicions put together can 
*' no more frame a regular proof, than a million 
;«« of cyphers can compofe an arithccA^V^'Jk.\NNi5JBr- 
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** There arc fourths of tones or found'i in 
•* mufic, and thefe arc to be cxprefferf ; but 
** there arc no fourths in truth, nor in rcafon* 
** ing. 

. ** Two witnefles agreeing in the fame dcpb- 
" fition, are eftecmed to make a proof i but this 
** is not enough : thefe two witnefles (hould be 
*' clear of all paffion and prejudice, and, above 
** al), their teftimony (hould be in every part 
" confonant with rcafon. 

** Suppofe four perfons of the moft refpcfSa'- 
•* ble appearance, were to come and fwear in a 
** court of jufticc that they faw an infirm old 
•' man take a vigorous young feUow by the 
** collar, and tofs him out of a window, to the 
•* diftance of fix or fcvcn feet ; certainly fuch 
** deponents ought to be fcntto a mad-houfe. 

" But the eight judges of Thouloufecon- 
*^ dcmned John Calas upon a much more im- 
** probable accufationj for there was nooneap- 
•' peared to fwear that he had a£lual]y fcen this 
•* feeble old man of fcvcnty fcize a flout young 
«* fellow of twenty-eight, and hang him up. 
(« Indeed certain enthufiaflic wretches faid, that 
'' they had been told by other enthufiafls like 
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^^rtbemfelves, that they bad been told by fome 
^ of their own fed, that they bad heajrd chat 
*^ John Calai had by a fupematural firength 
^ overcome bis ion and hanged him* And- 
*f thus was the moft abfurd of all fentences^Kif- 
*^ (ed upon the moft abfurd of all evidence. 

-«* In fine, there is no remedy againft fuch 
^< kind of proceedings, but that thofe who pur- 
** chafe their feats in a court of juftice, ihould, 
<< for the future, be obliged to fludy a little 
^ better." 

This treatife on toleration is a petition 
which humanity with all fubmiffion prefenu 
to power and prudence. I have fowed a grain 
that may perhaps produce a rich harveft. We 
may hope every thing from time, from the good- 
nefs of thei heart o( our gracious nionarch^ the 
wifdom of his minifters, and the fpirit of found 
reafon, which begins to diSufe its falutary in* 
.fluence over all minds. 

Nature addiefles herfelf thus to mankind : 
<^ I have formed you all weak and ignorant, to 
*< vegetate a few moments on that earth, which 
<< you are afterwards to fatten with your 
^ carcafcs. Let your weaknefs then teach you 
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^ tofuccour each other i and as you are igno* 
^ raiUy bear with, and endeaTour mutually to 
^^ ififlrud each other. Even if ye were all of 
^ the faine way of thinking, which certainljr 
^ will never come to pafs, and there fliouU be' 
« onefingle perfon only found, amongft you' 
<' who difFered from you in belief, you ought 
«* to forgive him j for it is I who make bim 
<< think in the manner he does. I have given 
^' you hands to cultivate the earth, and a faine 
^< glimmering of reafon to conduit yourfelvcs 
<« by ; and I have planted in your hearts a fpirit 
** of compaffion, that you may af&ft each other 
^* under the burthen of life. Do not fmother 
<^ that fpark, nor fufFer it to be corrupted -, for 
^^ know, it is of divine origin : neither fubfti- 
«^ tute the wretched debates of the fchools ia 
<^ the place of the voice of nature. 

<^ It is I alone who unite you all, in defpight 
<« of yourfclves, by your mutual wants, even in 
** themidftofthofebloody wars that you under- 
** take for the flighteft caufcs, and that afford 
" a continual fcene of error, chances, and mif- 
*' fortunes : It is I alone, who, in>i nation, pre* 
<^ vent the fatal cfFeds of the inextinguifbable 
^< differences that fubfift between the fword 
<< and the law, between thofe two profeffiona 
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^< and the clergy^ and between eventbe cuia&en 
«^ and the huibandinan* Tha' ignorantof the 
'< limitaof their own prerogatives, they are. in 
f' derpight of th€m£?lves obliged toJiften tamy 
^^ i?cMqe,%ihitbi^tkAtQ their heirts..It is I alone 
^^'who maintain equity in the courts of judica* 
•* ture, where othcrwife every thing would be 
*' determined by error and caprice, in the mid ft 
** of a confufed heap of laws, framed too often 
** at a venture, and to fupply an^ immediate call, 
*' differing from each other in every province 
*' and town, and almoft always contradictory 
** in the fame place, I alone can infpire the 
•* love and knowledge of juftice, while the 
** laws infpire only phicanery and fubterfuge. 
'* He who liftens to me feldom forms a wrong 
" judgment; while he who feeks only to recon- 
** cile coiitradiSory opinions, lofes himfelf in 
A< the fr^iiiilefs labour. 

** There is an immenfe edifice whofe foun- 
^< dation I laid with my own hands. It was at 
^< once folid and fimple ; ali mankind might have 
^ have entered into it with fafety ; but they, 
<< in feeking to ornament, overloaded it with 
^^ ufelefs and fantaflic decorations. The 
«« building is continually falling to decay, 
^ and they gather up theftones to throw atone 
7 , ^^ -wv^* 
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<' another ; while I am inceflTantly calling out 
<^ to them. Hold, madmen ! clear away the 
** ruins with which you are Atrrounded, and 
*^ which you yourfelvef have made ; come and 
** live with me in uninterrupted tranquility 
*< within my maAfion, that it not to be 
« fliakcn." ' 



End of the Twinty- fourth Volume. 



